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TO     THE     RrGHT    HONOURABLE 

THE  LORD  MAYOR, 
THE  ALDERMEN,  AND    COMMON-COUNCIL, 

OF    THE 

CITY  OF  LONDON. 

MY  LORD,  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

JL  HE  City  of  London  has  ever  been 
the  friend  of  those  oppressed  by  the  instru- 
ments of  power  :  Mr.  Wilkes  is  a  recent  and 
eminent  instance  of  this  generous  and  patri* 
otic  disposition. 

When  by  illegal  means  his  house  had  been 
plundered,  and  his  person  driven  into  exile, 
the  City  of  London  shewed  a  laudable  atten- 
tion to  his  sufferings  :  not  as  the  individual 
of  a  party  j  but  as  a  martyr  to  public  li- 
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berty ,  struggling  in  the  defence  of  the  insulted 
laws  and  violated  constitution  of  his  coun- 
try. 

The  firm  and  glorious  stand  which  he  made 
against  the  inroads  of  tyranny  and  arbitrary 
power,  has  placed  his  name  on  a  level  with 
those  of  Hampden  and  of  Sydney.  And  though 
he  wanted  the  purse  of  the  former  to  carry 
him  to  the  end  in  his  bold  career,  his  zeal  and 
courage  wrere  in  no  respect  inferior.  That 
pecuniary  want  he  supplied  by  ardour  and 
perseverance,  by  consistency  and  resolution, 
in  pursuit  of  the  measures  which  he  under- 
took for  the  punishment  of  ministers,  and 
for  the  recovery  of  the  people's  indefeasible 
rights. 

But  in  this  contention  he  was  nearly  broken 
down  by  the  weight  of  the  combined  force 
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of  malice  and  corruption  ;  when  the  City  of 
London,  to  her  immortal  honour,  rescued 
her  oppressed  citizen  from  indigence,  and 
placed  him  in  affluence ;  asserted  her  own 
claims  to  humanity  and  patriotism ;  and  to 
the  title  of  being  the  first  city  in  the  world 
for  WEALTH,  added  the  proud  distinction 
of  beinff  the  first  for  JUSTICE- 
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That  this  most  virtuous  and  most  honour- 
able  principle  may  be  inherited  by  her  sons  for 
ever,  is  the.  ardent  wish  of  him  who  is, 

my  lord,  and  gentlemen, 
with  the  highest  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  Almon. 

Box-Moor, 
Near  Hemel-Hempstfd,  Herts, 
November  19,  1804. 


PREFACE. 


llAD  Mr.  Wilkes  been  his  own  biographer, 
this  work  would  never  have  been  meditated. 
It  is  true,  he  wrote  some  sketches  of  particu- 
lar parts  of  his  life ;  but  in  such  a  peculiar 
style  of  indulgence,  as  made  them  totally 
improper  for  the  public  eye  ;  and  after  his 
death,  his  daughter,  influenced  by  the  most 
honourable  motives  of  delicacy,  and  of  duti- 
ful love  and  esteem,  to  the  person  and  me* 
mory  of  a  dear  and  affectionate  father, 
thought  she  could  not  better  shew  her  grati- 
tude and  filial  piety  than  by  burning  those 
sketches. 

Another  biographer  must  therefore  resort 
to  other  means,  to  enable  him  to  state  with 


Till  PREFACE, 

accuracy  the  events  of  Mr*  Wilkes's  chequered 
and  memorable  life. 

The  editor's  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Wilkes 
began  in  the  month  of  October,  1761  ;  upon 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards  earl 
of  Chatham  :  and  was  continued  on  the  most 
friendly,  affectionate,  and  confidential  terms, 
till  his  death,  in  December,  1797.  During 
that  period  no  material  circumstance  occur- 
red in  the  condition  of  either  that  was  not 
mutually  known. 

But  these  memoirs  are  not  derived  from 
an  individual  source.  They  owe  their  present 
state  to  very  considerable  assistance. 

Mr.  Wilkes's  papers  were  bequeathed  by 
his  daughter  to  the  late  Mr. Peter  El i*si*ey, 
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a  bookseller  in  the  Strand.*  After  Mr.  Elms- 
ley's  death,  the  editor  applied  to  his  execu- 
tor for  assistance  in  compiling  his  memoirs 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.  In  consequence  of  this  ap- 
plication he  was  favoured  with  the  perusal  of 
many  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  original  papers,  toge- 
ther with  permission  to  make  such  use  of 
them  as  might  answer  his  purpose.  For  this 
communication  his  best  acknowledgments 
are  due. 

•  His  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  reverend 
John  Harris,  of  Aylesbury,  for  much  in- 
formation which  could  not  have  been  ob- 
tained elsewhere.  To  Joseph  Paice,  of  New- 
ington,  esq.  trustee  for  Mrs.  Wilkes  upon 
her  separation,  and  one  of  miss  Wilkes**  ex- 
ecutors, he  is  highly  indebted  for  a  series  of 

*  Mr.  Almon  had  relinquished  -rade  many  years  be- 
fore this  period. 

a  c 
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the  most  interesting  information  ;  and  for  a 
very  gratifying  and  honourable  correspon- 
dence, containing  many  important  particu- 
lars. To  John  Nichols,  esq.  of  Farringdon, 
ward  without  j  one  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  depu- 
ties, and  his  particular  friend.  To  Solomon 
Wadd,  esq.  deputy  of  Bassishaw  ward  ;  an- 
other particular  and  humane  friend  of  Mr* 
Wilkes>  To  James  Boudon,  esq.  of  the 
chamberlain's  office,  Guildhall,  London  ;  an- 
other of  Miss  Wilkes's  executors.  And  ta 
several  other  gentlemen,  and  to  some  ladies* 

In  this  work,  it  has  not  been  thought  ne- 
cessary to  reprint  any  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  tracts  j, 
except  his  letter  to  the  electors  of  Ayles- 
bury,— his  letter  to  the  duke  of  Grafton, — 
his  letter  on  his  public  conduct ;  and  his  In- 
troduction to  the  History  of  England,  which 
his  daughter  intended  to  have  printed  a  short 
time  before  her  death* 
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These  are  so  nearly  connected  with  the 
most  material  circumstances  of  his  life,  that 
they  could  not,  with  propriety^  be  omitted. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  here  a  list 
of  Mr.  Wilkes's  other  literary  productions. 

The   first    is   an    account    cf  Hampden's 

death  :  in  which  he  differs  from  lord  Claren- 
don, and  all  the  other  historians,  in  descrit  ing 

his  wound  as  not  coming  from  the  enemy. 

Some  political  essays,  printed  in  the  St. 
James's  Chronicle,  in  the  year  1761  ;  at  the 
time  when  George  Colman,  Bonnell  Thorn- 
ton, and  Robert  Lloyd,  were  contributors  to 
that  paper, 

Observations  on  the  papers  relative  to  the 
rupture  with  Spain.  With  two  papers  of  the 
Monitor,  on  the  same  subject.     1762, 
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He  occasionally  amused  himself  with  trans- 
lating some  of  the  Odes  of  Anacreon  ;  but 
these  he  never  printed,  nor  has  the  manu- 
script been  found  among  his  papers. 

The  North  Briton,  from  No.  i,  published 
on  the  5th  of  June,  1762,  to  No.  45,  pub- 
lished on  the  23d  of  April,  1763.  In  two 
volumes. 

A  few  copies  of  a  third  volume  of  the 
North  Briton  were  printed  at  his  own  pri- 
vate press  5  but  were  never  published. 

A  Peep  into  Futurity.    Written  in  1763. 

Annual  verses  on  Miss  Wilkes's  birth-day. 
Some  written  in  France ;  some  in  the  king's- 
bench  prison  j  and  some  in  London.  All 
printed  in  the  Foundling  Hospital  for  Wit. 
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A  letter  to  the  right  honourable  George 
Grenville,  occasioned  by  his  publication  of 
the  speech  which  he  made  in  the  house  of 
commons,  on  the  motion  for  expelling  Mr. 
"Wilkes,  on  the  third  of  February,  1 760. 
With  an  appendix  of  papers  therein  referred 
to. 

His  controversial  letters  with  Mr.  Home, 
in  1770  and  1 77 1. 

His  addresses  to  the  city  of  London,  and 
to  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

His  speeches  in  Parliament  from  1774. 
Two  volumes.  Another  edition  in  one  vo- 
lume. The  last  edition  is  the  best.  But 
notes  are  wanting  to  elucidate  many  passages 
and  allusions. 
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It  was  not  the  editor's  wish,  or  design,  to 
increase  the  size  of  this  work,  by  inserting 
any  of  the  tracts,  or  papers,  contained  in  the 
preceding  list,  because  they  had  been  already 
printed  ;  though  it  is  now  difficult  to  obtain 
many  of  them.  But  if  an  edition  of  Mr. 
Wilkes's  works  should  be  desired,  they  may 
again,  with  advantage,  appear  before  the  pub- 
lic, with  the  addition  of  much  explanatory 
matter,  by  the  present  editor* 

The  spirit  of  party,  and  animosity,  which 
had  been  raised  to  destroy  Mr.  Wilkes,  hav- 
ing now  entirely  subsided  ;  and  his  death 
having  put  an  end  to  every  possible  resent- 
ment, his  character  will  now  be  fairly  judged 
of,  from  his  own  papers. 

The  letters  to  his  daughter,  selected  by  the 
editor,  contain  principles,  the  reverse  of  those 
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of  lord  Chesterfield  to  his  son.  One  exhibits 
the  fashionable  refinements  of  vice  ;  the  other 
is  the  pure  emanation  of  virtuous  paternal 
feeling. 


'o' 


In  the  early  part  of  the  history  of  Egypt, 
we  read  of  a  very  extraordinary  custom,  that 
prevailed  in  that  country.  When  any  of 
their  kings,  or  celebrated  men,  died,  the 
people  assembled  round  the  corpse,  and  freely 
spoke  their  sentiments  on  the  conduct  and 
actions  of  the  deceased  :  and  according  to  the 
judgment  of  the  majority,  he  was  allowed  or 
denied  the  rites  of  sepulchre.  If  these  ver- 
dicts had  been  recorded,  they  would  proba- 
bly have  afforded  the  best  species  of  biogra- 
phy ;  being  the  correct  judgment  of  contem- 
poraries, there  could  be  no  suspicion  of  fal- 
lacy. Happy  might  it  have  been  for  man- 
kind, if  this  laudable  custom  had  never  been 
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abandoned ;  but  had  continued  through  all 
ages,  and  been  extended  to  all  nations.  These 
examples  of  public  opinion  would  have  de- 
terred men  from  the  commission  of  crimes, 
and  animated  others  in  the  pursuit  of  virtue* 

In  defect  of  such  custom,  a  work  like  the 
present,  may  enable  posterity  to  decide  on  the 
pretensions  of  the  person,  whose  history  and 
opinions  it  records. 


P.  S.  It  may  be  proper  for  the  editor  to 
state  that  since  his  announcement  of  this 
work,  he  has  been  offered  some  collections  of 
very  trifling  letters  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  the 
possession  of  some  persons  who  evinced  more 
regard  to  their  own  pecuniary  interests,  than 
to  the  reputation  of  the  writer,  or  the  infor- 
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ination  cf  the  public. — Sedulously  attentive 
to  the  expectation  of  his  friends,  in  regard  to 
the  perfection  of  the  work  which  he  had 
announced,  he  paid  due  attention  to  these 
offers,  but  found  that  the  letters  themselves 
were  wholly  unworthy  of  the  public  eye,  and 
so  utterly  insignificant  and  trifling,  that  it 
would  have  been  indecorous,  both  in  respect 
to  the  deceased  and  his  readers,  to  have  given 
them  place  in  this  collection.  In  short, 
they  appeared  to  him  to  elucidate  no  traits 
of  private  character,  nor  to  attach  to  any 
public  interest. — His  readers  will,  doubtless, 
feel  with  the  editor  on  this  subject,  that  miss 
Wilkes  never  suspected  that  any  person  con- 
nected with  her  family  would  have  obtruded 
on  the  public  any  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  papers  or 
letters,  besides  those  which  she  had  formally 
bequeathed  by  her  will. 


N.  B.  A  considerable  part  of  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Wilkes ,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  are,  for  a 
few  weeks,  left  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher,  for 
the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  may  make 
proper  application  to  see  them. 
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JOHN  WILKES,  Esq. 


A  short   account   of  Mr.  Wilkes's  family 
will  be  proper  to  precede  his  Memoirs. 

They  were  descended  from  the  Wilkeses 
of  Lay  ton  Beausert,*  in  the  county  of  Bucks; 
for  so  they  denominated  themselves,  and  in 
the  Heralds5  Office  the  name  of  the  town  is 
written  in  this  manner. 


*  Now  called  Leighton  Buzzard;  which,  Camden 
says,  is  a  corruption  of  the  original  name.  The  town 
is  in  Bedfordshire  ;  but  so  close  to  the  border  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, that  the  residence  of  the  Wilkeses  was  lite- 
rally in  this  latter  county. 
VOL.  i.  B 
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Edward  Wilkes,  who  resided  here  in  the 
reigns  of  James  I.  and  Charles  L,  had  three 
sons  and  a  daughter ;  whom  he  christened 
by  the  names  of  the  four  Evangelists.  The 
eldest  was  Matthew ;  the  next,  Mark ;  the 
third,  Luke ;  and,  to  complete  the  analogy 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  daughter  was  named 
Joan. 

In  the  accoynt  in  the  Heralds'  Office  they 
are  honoured  with  this  encomium ;  c  They 
c  were  all  persons  of  reputation  and  respect/ 

The  above  mentioned  Luke  Wilkes  occu- 
pied the  office  of  chief  yeoman  of  his  majesty's 
wardrobe,  in  the  year  1670.  This  gentleman 
settled  in  London ;  and  from  him  was  de- 
scended Israel  Wilkes,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  these  memoirs. 

Mr.  Israel  Wilkes  was  bred  a  distiller,  and 
was  eminent  in  his  profession  ;  which,  in  his 
time,  was  very  profitable.  He  lived  in  St. 
John's-square,  Clerkenwell.  He  married  miss 
Sarah  Heaton,  daughter  of  John  Heaton,  esq. 
a  gentleman  of  considerable  fortune;  and 
by  her  became  possessed  of  Hoxton-square, 
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and  other  property.  She  was  a  very  amiable 
and  very  respectable  lady ;  but  a  rigid  dis- 
senter. Mr.  Wilkes  was  of  the  established 
church;  but  after  he  was  married  be  often 
went  to  meeting.  He  lived  in  a  splendid  style; 
and  kept  a  very  elegant  and  sumptuous  table 
for  all  his  friends.  Among  the  numerous 
persons  who  visited  this  family,  were  Mr. 
Mead,  an  eminent  dry-salter  on  London- 
bridge,  with  his  wife  and  daughter ;  who, 
being  dissenters  also,  frequently  went  to  the 
meeting-house  in  Southwood-lane  at  High- 
gate,  in  Mr.  Wilkes's  coach,  which  was  always 
drawn  by  six  horses — such  was  his  love  of 
external  appearance ! 

Mr.  Wilkes  had  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. His  eldest  son  was  named  Israel ;  and, 
being  intended  for  a  trade,  at  a  proper  age 
his  father  placed  him  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
De  Ponthieu,  of  Walbrook,  London,  a  con- 
siderable Manchester  agent :  but  either  the 
partners  not  agreeing,  or  the  agency  not  an- 
swering young  Mr.  Wilkes's  expectations, 
after  a  few  years  the  partnership  was  dis- 
B  2 
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solved  ;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  went  to  New  York, 
in  North  America,  where  he  settled. 

The  second  son  was  John  Wiikes,  the  sub- 
ject of  these  memoirs. 

The  youngest  son  was  named  Heaton.  He 
succeeded  to  his  father's  business  in  the  year 
1761;  when  his  father  died,  at  the  age  of  72  : 
but  was  unfortunate  in  trade.  He  then  en- 
tered into  the  coal  trade,  in  which  he  was 
also  unsuccessful.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
year  1803  he  died,  in  Vine-street,  Piccadilly  ; 
not  in  affluent  circumstances. 

Of  Mr.  Wilkes's  daughters  the  eldest  died 
unmarried.  She  lived  secluded  from  the 
world  for  many  years,  in  Hart-street,  Blooms- 
bury.  She  had  apartments  up  two  pair  of 
stairs  ;  with  thick  blinds  before  the  windows, 
to  keep  out  the  day -light :  and  she  burnt 
either  a  lamp  or  a  candle  continually.  She 
died  on  the  4th  of  October,  1767. 

Mr.  Wilkes's  other  daughter,  Mary,  mar- 
ried first  Samuel  Stork,  esq.  of  London,  a 
West  India  merchant.  She  married,  second- 
ly, George  Hayley ,  esq.  alderman  of  London ; 
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an  American  merchant,  and  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  city;  by  whom  she  had  a 
daughter,  married  to  sir  Robert  Baker,  bart. 
of  Richmond.  After  the  death  of  alderman 
Hayley,  she  went  to  America;  and  there 
married  Mr.  Jeffreys.  In  1003  they  came  to 
England,  and  resided  at  Bath. 


OF  THE   MEAD  FAMILY. 
f  11 1 

jl  his  family  was  descended  from  the  Meads 
of  Br?genham,  in  the  parish  of  Soulbury  in 
Buckinghamshire,  a  few  miles  from  Layton 
Beausert.  They  wxre  settled  there  in  the 
year  1523. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  give  a  genealo- 
gical table  of  the  family.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  Robert  Mead,  one  of  the  members 
of  it,  was  settled  at  Aylesbury  at  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  last  century,*  and  practised  as  an 


*  His  wife  is  buried  within  the  altar  rail  of  Aylesbury 
church.     Upon   the   stone  is  this  inscription :  "  Here 
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attorney  there.  He  was  concerned  in  the  ce- 
lebrated case  of  Ashby  and  White  ;  and  was 
declared  by  the  house  of  commons  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  privilege,  in  prosecuting,  as  an 
attorney,  several  actions  against  White  and 
others,  then  late  constables  of  Aylesbury.* 

His  brother  Nathaniel  was  a  Serjeant  at 
law.  He  was  knighted,  and  elected  member 
for  Aylesbury  in  the  year  1714,  in  the  first 
parliament  after  the  accession  of  the  house  of 
Hanover.f  The  property  of  this  family  de- 
scended to  Mr.  William  Mead,  a  dry-salter, 
who  lived  upon   London-bridge  ;   and  who 

married  miss  Sherbroke,  daughter  of 

Sherbroke,  esq.  a  gentleman  of  considerable 
property,  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cheneys,  in  Bucks.     They  were  both    dis- 


Jleth  all  that  was  mortal  of  Mrs.  Ann  Mead,  wife  of  Mr, 
Robert  Mead  ;  who  lived  most  justly  beloved  until  the 
8th  of  May  17'24,  in  the  55th  year  of  her  age ;  and  then 
died  universally  and  worthily  lamented. " 

*  Commons'  Journals,  vol.  xiv.  p.  445. 

f  Ibid.  vol.  xviii.  p.  23. 
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sentcrs.  By  his  wife  he  had  several  chil- 
dren, but  only  one  survived.  This  was  a 
daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  the  subject 
of  these  memoirs.  Mr.  Mead  died  in  the 
year  1722. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Mead  was  descended 
from  a  junior  branch  of  this  family.  Miss 
Wilkes  says,  in  a  letter  to  her  father,  written 
at  Epsom,  the  7th  of  September  1779  :  c  We 
*  are  now  going  to  Mrs.  Nicholls's,  daughter 
4  to  Dr.  Mead,  and  my  mother's  nearest  rela- 
1  tion  after  me/  Mrs.  Nicholls  was  then  the 
widow  of  Frank  Nicholls,  M.  D.  physician  to 
the  king. 

The  Meads  of  Essex  were  a  collateral  branch 
of  this  family.  They  were  very  distantly 
related  to  miss  Wilkes ;  and  the  two  ladies, 
who  were  acquainted  with  her,  enjoyed  her 
warmest  esteem. 
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OF    JOHN    WILKES,    ESQ^   DURING    HIS    MI- 
NORITY. 


IE  was  born  on  the  17th  of  October,  1727. 
He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
at  the  town  of  Hertford.  Being  a  youth  of 
very  sprightly  talents,  and  great  promise,  his 
father  intended  him  for  the  profession  of  the 
law ;  and  became  so  partial  to  him,  that  he 
spared  no  expence  on  his  education,  which 
occasioned  some  disadvantage  to  the  other 
children.  His  mother  was  not  less  partial  to 
him ;  and  he  was  also  a  great  favourite  with 
Mrs.  Mead.  Having  staid  some  time  at  Hert- 
ford, he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of  a 
private  preceptor ;  a  dissenting  clergyman, 
named  Leeson,  who  had  kept  a  small  semi- 
nary for  a  select  number  of  young  gentlemen, 
at  the  vicarage  house  at  Aylesbury. 

There  was  a  particular  design  concealed 
under  this  conduct ;  which,  in  fact,  was  se- 
cretly  influenced  by   Mrs.  Mead — for  Mr. 
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Mead  was  at  that  time  dead.  Mrs.  Mead,  who 
lived  at  Aylesbury-house,  had  a  daughter, 
an  only  child  ;  who  not  only  was  a  heiress, 
but  was  born  to  a  lar^e  fortune  from  her 
mother's  family  also.  It  was  the  warm  wish 
of  Mrs.  Mead,  that  an  intimacy  might  take 
place,  and  grow  up,  between  her  daughter 
and  young  Mr.  Wilkes.  Mrs.  Wilkes  and 
Mrs.  Mead  were  upon  terms  of  the  purest  af- 
fection :  they  were  both  dissenters. 

When  young  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  some 
time  under  Pvlr.  Leeson's  care,  his  father  re- 
solved to  send  him,  with  his  preceptor,  to  the 
university  of  Ley  den,  to  finish  his  studies. 
Here  he  cultivated  his  taste  for  the  Latin 
classics,  with  great  assiduity.  He  also  enter- 
ed into  the  Greek  classics,  but  not  with  the 
same  partiality.  Of  all  the  Latin  writers,  he 
was  most  attached  to  Cicero  and  Virgil.    Ta- 

o 

citus  he  preferred  to  Livy,  but  with  no  en- 
thusiasm for  either. 

Of  Mr.  Wilkes's  academical  acquirements, 
no  eulogy  need  be  attempted.  He  owed  more 
to  his  own  application,  and  to  study,  than  to 

*5 
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the  assistance  of  the  university.  These  were 
his  best  preceptors.  The  university  did  some- 
thing, but  his  own  ardour  and  perseverance 
did  more.  They  made  him  a  most  excellent 
Latin  classic,  and  a  tolerable  Greek  one.  He 
never  failed  to  cultivate  and  improve  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  best  writers  in  those  lan- 
guages ;  so  that  when  he  entered  into  the 
wide  field  of  politics,  which  was  a  few  months 
after  the  accession  of  his  present  majesty,  he 
was  as  complete  a  scholar  as  he  could  have 
been  had  he  remained  at  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge, from  the  time  of  his  leaving  Hertford. 
To  this  he  added  the  easy  and  elegant  man- 
ners of  a  gentleman  :  the  refinements  of  the 
most  amiable  and  fashionable  politeness ;  with 
a  happy  flow  of  spirits,  and  a  perfect  com- 
mand of  language — the  last  acquired  entirely 
by  his  own  industry,  observation,  and  taste. 
The  editor  of  the  present  work  has  often 
heard  him  say,  "  What  could  I  learn  from 
the  schools  of  Hertford  and  Aylesbury  ?" 

When  he  had  finished  his  studies  at  Ley- 
den,  he  made  a  tour  through  the  Dutch  pro- 
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vinces,  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  and  part  of 
Germany.  He  could  not,  at  that  time,  visit 
the  French  territories  on  account  of  the  war. 
While  Mr.  Wilkes  was  thus  engaged  abroad, 
another  scene  was  preparing  at  home.  Miss 
Mead,  being  known  for  a  young  lady  of 
considerable  wealth,  did  not  want  for  suitors. 
Among  these  was  lord  Bellenden  :  but  as 
neither  his  lordship,  nor  any  one  of  the  other 
gentlemen,  was  agreeable  to  Mrs.  Mead,  their 
addresses  were  discontinued.  Lord  Bellen- 
den, however,  submitted  reluctantly ;  and 
was  supposed  to  have  made  some  progress. 
As  the  friendship  between  Mrs.  Mead  and  the 
Wilkeses  still  subsisted  as  cordially  as  ever, 
it  was  settled  between  them,  that  as  soon  as 
young  Mr.  Wilkes  returned  to  England,  he 
should  pay  his  addresses  to  miss  Mead  ;  and, 
if  she  received  him  favourably,  a  marriage 
should  take  place  between  them. 
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MARRIAGE  OF  MR.  WILKES  AND  MISS  MEAD. 

In  the  year  1749  Mr.  John  Wilkes  returned 
to  England  at  the  request  of  his  father  j  and, 
agreeably  to  the  request  of  both  his  parents, 
paid  frequent  visits  to  Mrs.  Mead,  at  Ayles- 
bury-house.  His  manners  were  elegant  and 
polite,  and  his  conversation  gay  and  enter- 
taining. In  a  short  time  miss  Mead  found 
herself  attached  to  him  ;  and  in  the  month 
of  October,  of  the  same  year,  they  were 
married,  to  the  apparent  satisfaction  of  all 
parties. 

Mrs.  Mead  now  quitted  Aylesbury,  for  the 
winter  ;  and  resided  at  her  house  in  Red- 
lion-court,  behind  St.  Sepulchre's  church, 
London  :  a  possession  derived  from  her  fa- 
mily, which  her  husband  had  settled  upon 
her,  and  made  part  of  her  jointure.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilkes  lived  in  a  very  comfortable 
manner  at  Aylesbury ;  and  when  winter 
came  on,  they  removed  to  Red-lion- court, 
and  lived  with  their  mother. 
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During  the  time  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  residence 
abroad,  he  had  become  acquainted  with  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Andrew  Baxter,  author  of  a 
work  entitled,  "  An  Enquiry  into  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Human  Soul;  wherein  its  Imma- 
teriality is  evinced,  from  the  Principles  of 
Reason  and  Philosophy.5'  He  was  also  au- 
thor of  "  Matho ;  sive,  Cosmotheoria  Pueri- 
lis ;  Dialogus :  in  quo  prima  Elementa  de 
Mundi  Ordine  et  Ornatu  proponuntur,  &c." 
And  such  wras  Mr.  Baxter's  esteem  and  at- 
tachment to  his  young  friend,  that  he  dedi- 
cated one  of  his  publications  to  him,  and 
carried  on  a  friendly  intercourse  by  letter 
until  his  own  death. 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baxter 
to  Mr.  Wilkes;  written  at  Whittingham, 
in  the  county  of  East  Lothian  in  Scotland ; 
dated  29th  January,  1750. 

"   MY  DEAREST   MR.  WILKES, 

"  Your  letter  of  December  12,  1749, 
alarmed  me,  by  hearing  you  had  had  such  a 
dangerous  fall  from  your  horse.    Moderate 
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exercise  is  good  :  but  dangerous  exercise, 
such  as  riding  a  fiery  horse,  is  not  commend- 
able ;  and  if  you  would  oblige  Mrs.  Wilkes, 
if  you  would  oblige  all  your  friends,  and  all 
good  men  (who  conceive  great  hopes  from 
you),  you  will  be  more  cautious  for  the  fu- 
ture. We  had  a  terrible  instance  in  the 
newspapers  lately,  of  a  man  who  got  his 
death  by  such  a  fall. 

"  As  to  altering  any  thing  in  the  address 
to  you  before  the  appendix,  I  durst  not  do 
it  without  your  participation  ;  unless  you 
had  suggested  something  which  you  would 
have  changed:  and  by  this  time  I  suppose  it 
is  published.  I  wish  you  and  Mrs.  Wilkes 
all  possible  prosperity;  and  am,  &c. 

And.  Baxter/' 

In  another  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  Mr.  Bax- 
ter says: 

"  I  have  employed  my  time,  of  late,  in 
considering  the  difference,  or  controversy, 
between  the  English  and  foreign  philoso- 
phers, concerning  the  force  of  bodies  mov 
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ing  in  free  spaces  ;  which  in  its  consequence 
spreads  far  and  wide  through  natural  philo- 
sophy, I  have  shewn  demonstratively,  that 
the  experiments  brought  by  the  foreign  phi- 
losophers  to  establish  their  new  theory,  are 
applicable  entirely  to  the  English  computa- 
tion, which  they  beautifully  illustrate ;  and 
that  these  learned  gentlemen  have  quite  mis- 
taken them. 

"  We  talked  much  of  this,  you  may  re- 
member, in  the  Capuchins5  garden  at  Spa. 
I  have  finished  the  prima  cura  of  it,  in  the 
dialogue  way:  and  design  to  inscribe  it  to 
my  dear  John  Wilkes ;  whom,  under  a  bor- 
rowed name,  I  have  made  one  of  the  inter- 
locutors. If  you  are  against  this  whim  (which 
a  passionate  love  to  you  has  made  me  con- 
ceive), I  will  drop  it. 

"  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  publish  an  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Enquiry,  which  you  must  give 
me  leave  to  inscribe  to  you  in  the  following 
manner : 
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c  To  John  Wilkes,  of  Aylesbury,  in  the  county 

of  Buckingham,  esquire. 

<  Sir, 

c  The  subject  of  our  conversation  in  the 

c  Capuchins'  garden  at  Spa,  in  the  summer 

c  of  1745?  still  lies  by  me,  in  the  dress  it  was 

1  first  put  in.     I  have  not  leisure,  at  present, 

'  to  prepare  it  for  the  public  view.     In  the 

c  interim,  I  send  you  the  following  sheets,  as 

4  a  token  of  my  sincere  respect.     It  is  a  plea- 

J  sure  to  think  on  the  time  we  spent  so  agree- 

*  ably  together. 

c  I  am,  Sir, 

c  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

'  And.  Baxter/ 

The  Appendix  was  afterwards  published, 
with  the  above  dedication. 

The  writers  of  the  Biographical  Diction- 
ary (article  Baxter)  say  :  "  He  was  a  man  of 
great  humanity  and  candour.  His  candour 
appears  most  strikingly  from  this :  though 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  made  himself  very  obnoxious 
to  the  Scottish  nation  in  general,  yet  Mr. 
Baxter  kept  up  with  him  an  affectionate  cor- 
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respondence  to  the  last  j   even  after  he  was 
unable  to  write  to  him  with  his  own  hand/' 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1750,  miss  Wilkes 
was  born,  in  Red-lion-court ;  whose  very 
dutiful  and  most  affectionate  letters  will  make 
a  considerable  figure  in  this  work. 

In  a  short  time  after  the  birth  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Mr.  Wilkes  took  a  house  in  Great  George- 
street,  Westminster.  He  very  much  disliked 
the  mansion  in  Red-lion-court.  Though  the 
house  was  good,  yet  the  situation  and  neigh- 
bourhood were  disagreeable :  he  wished  to 
reside  in  the  fashionable  part  of  the  town. 
This  was  his  first  error :  and  hence  arose 
the  causes  of  the  subsequent  disagreements 
between  him  and  Mrs.  Wilkes. 

His  new  house  required  an  expensive 
etablishment ;  and  introduced  a  style  and 
manner  of  living  very  different  to  what  Mrs. 
Wilkes  had  been  accustomed  to.  A  variety 
of  company,  and  splendid  dinners  almost 
every  day,  were  indeed  such  scenes  of  dissi- 
pation as  must  be  distressing  to  a  mind  that 
had  from  early  life  been  habituated  to  eco- 
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nomy.  But,  what  was  infinitely  worse,  and 
beyond  the  power  of  forbearance,  was,  his 
introducing  into  his  house  a  number  of  juve- 
nile, gay,  bacchanalians,  of  dissolute  manners 
and  vulgar  language.  This  could  not  fail  to 
shock  any  lady  of  sensibility  and  delicacy. 
Mrs.  Wilkes  remonstrated  ;  he  retorted :  she 
abandoned  his  table,  and  left  him  to  treat  his 
guests  as  he  pleased.  This  conduct  has,  by 
some  persons,  been  thought  a  great  fault  on 
her  side.  Perhaps  it  was  ;  but  the  provoca- 
tion to  it  must  be  acknowledged  to  have 
been  very  strong. 

Among  the  persons  whom  Mr.  Wilkes  thus 
brought  into  his  house,  were  Thomas  Potter, 
esq.  member  for  Aylesbury,  and  son  to  the 
archbishop  of  that  name ;  lord  Sandwich ; 
sir  Francis  Dashwood,  afterwards  lord  Le 
Despenser  ;  and  many  others,  of  similar  dis- 
position and  manners.  Potter,  however,  was 
the  worst ;  and  was  indeed  the  ruin  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  who  was  not  a  bad  man  early,  or 
naturally.  But  Potter  poisoned  his  morals. 
It  is  true,  Potter  had  a  great  deal  of  vivacity; 
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and  his  conversation  was  replete  with  wit, 
which  made  it  agreeable  to  young  men  :  but 
lie  was  often  coarse,  and  almost  obscene ; 
which  must  have  been  unpardonably  offen- 
sive to  a  lady  of  Mrs.  Wilkes's  peculiar  de- 
licacy. 

Mr.  Wilkes's  home  being  dull,  he  was 
easily  seduced  by  the  gaiety  of  others.  Such 
are  the  unhappy  consequences  of  an  early 
vicious  acquaintance ! 

There  was  another  circumstance,  of  no 
small  moment  in  this  part  of  our  considera- 
tion. This  was,  the  disparity  in  the  ages  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes.  When  they  were 
married,  she  was  above  thirty-two,  and  he 
was  not  quite  twenty-two.  Ever  since  the 
time  of  his  emancipation  from  school,  he  had 
been  familiarized  to  juvenile  gaieties ;  and  he 
was  still  too  vouno;  to  cast  them  oft  sudden- 
ly.  Mrs.  Wilkes,  on  the  contrary,  had  lived 
a  recluse,  under  the  roof  and  subjected  to  the 
restraint  of  her  mother ;  and  she  was  now 
advanced  too  far  in  life  to  alter  habits  which 
had  been  so  long  contracted  under  the  esteem 
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and  affection  of  a  parent  whom  she  dutifully 
loved,  and  almost  adored. 

An  opinion  has  been  circulated,  that  reli- 
gion was  the  first  cause  of  the  disagreement 
between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes;  she  being  a 
strict  dissenter,  and  he  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England.  But,  whatever  credit 
this  supposition  may  have  obtained,  it  is  en- 
tirely groundless.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  a 
man  likely  to  quarrel  with  a  lady  on  the 
score  of  religion.  While  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilkes  lived  in  Red-lion-court  they  frequent- 
ly went  to  meeting  together ;  but  he  aU 
wrays  communicated  with  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. At  Aylesbury  he  constantly  went  to 
church  on  Sunday,  generally  twice  ;  and  re- 
ceived the  sacrament  there.  He  subscribed 
annually,  for  many  yrears,  twelve  guineas  to  a 
fund  for  supporting  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  the  dissenters;  at  the  head  of  which, 
according  to  Mr.  Wilkes's  own  words,  c  was 
the  late  Dr.  Benjamin  Avery,  a  gentleman  of 
the  most  respectable  character.'  These  facts 
do  not  evince  any  bigoted  or  obstinate  te- 
nacity concerning  religion. 
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The  difference  in  the  tempers,  and  dispo- 
sitions, of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes,  was  the  true 
and  principal  cause  of  all  their  disagreements: 
had  he  never  brought  improper  persons  into 
his  house,  or  had  she  been  inclined  to  a  little 
indulgence  in  gay  life,  in  all  probability  they 
might  have  been  happy,  There  is  a  short 
paper  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Political 
Register,  page  416,  written  (to  the  editor's 
certain  knowledge)  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  an- 
swer to  a  paper  printed  in  the  St.  James's 
Chronicle  of  May  19,  1768  ;  from  which  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  make  the  following 
extract : 

4  I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a 
4  word  or  two  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  wife.  I  have 
4  heard  some  of  his  friends  remark,  that  she 
4  is  perhaps  the  woman  in  the  world  the 
4  most  unfit  for  him  ;  and  the  only  one  to 
4  whom  he  would  not  have  been  an  uxorious 
4  husband,  for  he  loves  a  domestic  life ;   but, 

1  Sic  visum  Veneri ;  cui  placet  impares 
1  Formas  atque  animos  sub  juga  ahenea 
*  Sua  mittere  cum  joco. 
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c  She  was  certainly  a  large  fortune;  but, 
c  unhappily,  half  as  old  again  as  Mr.  Wilkes, 
c  when  he  married  her,  I  have  often  dined 
c  with  them,  both  in  town  and  country.  He 
■  was  admired  as  an  extremely  civil  and  com- 

*  plaisant  husband  ;  rather  cold,  but  exactly 
c  well  bred  :  and  set  an  example  of  polite  and 
4  obl'ging   behaviour    in    his   family,  which 

*  many  of  those  who  find  fault  with  him 
1  would  do  well  to  imitate.  Her  reputation 
1  is  unspotted;  and  she  still  possesses  Mr. 
<  Wilkes's  esteem,  though  not  his  tender- 
1  ness.' 

And  in  one  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  letters  to  Mrs. 
Stafford  (of  Holt,  in  Berkshire,  and  Russel- 
street,Bath),  dated  4th  March  1778,  he  thus 
describes  his  marriage: 

4  Now  one  word  on  my  own  situation. 
c  In  my  non-age,  to  please  an  indulgent  fa- 
€  ther,  I  married  a  woman  half  as  old  again 
4  as  myself ;  of  a  large  fortune, — my  own 

*  being  also  that  of  a  gentleman.  It  was  a 
4  sacrifice  to  Plutus,  not  to  Venus.     I  never 

*  lived  with  her,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
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1  word;  nor  have  I  seen  her  for  nearly  twen- 
4  ty  years.  I  stumbled  at  the  very  threshold 
c  of  the  temple  of  Hymen  : 

1  The  God  of  Love  was  not  a  bidden  guest, 
*  Nor  present  at  his  own  mysterious  feast. 

c  Are  such  ties,  at  such  a  time  of  life,  bind- 
c  ing  ? — and  are  school-boys  to  be  dragged  to 
'  the  altar?' 


BERWICK    ELECTION. 


JL  he  general  election  of  1754  was  now  ap- 
proaching. Mr.  Wilkes's  friends  strongly 
urged  him  to  come  into  parliament.  Potter 
pressed  him  very  much :  it  was  the  only 
place,  he  said,  in  which  a  young  man  of  Mr. 
Wilkes's  talents  could  commence  the  world 
with  eclat.  This  flattered  his  vanity  exceed- 
ingly: and  a  seat  in  parliament  was  now  the 
great  object  of  his  desires.  At  Berwick,  he 
was  informed,  there  was  a  probable  opening; 
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and  that  the  Delaval  interest,  which  had  been 
very  powerful  there,  might  be  opposed  with 
success.  This  was  his  principal  inducement. 
It  is  the  misfortune  of  our  nature,  to  be  easily- 
duped  into  a  belief  of  what  we  wish  to  be- 
lieve. He  resolved  to  go  to  Berwick.  This 
indiscreet  measure,  which  seemed  to  border 
almost  upon  rashness,  was  opposed  by  the 
earnest  supplications  of  Mrs.  Wilkes ;  of  his 
own  father,  who  was  partial  to  his  daugh- 
ter-in-law ;  and  of  Mrs.  Mead,  her  mother. 
They  dreaded  the  consequences  of  this  new 
line  of  conduct :  as  threatening  perpetual  un- 
hippiness  to  Mrs.  .Wilkes  ;  and  as  laying  the 
foundation  of  his  ruin,  by  launching  him 
into  a  series  of  convivialities  and  expences, 
the  extent  and  mischiefs  of  which  no  one 
could  estimate.  But  he  had  taken  his  reso- 
lution, and  was  not  to  be  dissuaded.  In  this 
first  step  of  his  political  career,  he  exhibited 
that  principle  of  firmness  of  mind  (as  he 
called  it)  which,  in  all  political  points,  never 
abandoned  him  through  life, 
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He  accordingly  went  to  Berwick ;  and  on 
the  16th  of  April,  1754,  addressed  the  elec- 
tors in  the  following  speech: 

"  Gentlemen, 
cc  I  beg  leave  to  offer  myself  a  candidate  to 
represent  you  in  parliament,  I  came  here 
with  the  utmost  pleasure,  to  make  you  a 
tender  of  my  services,  from  the  assurances  I 
had  received  of  your  steady  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  liberty.  I  early  embarked  in 
the  same  generous  cause,  and  have  always 
had  it  nearest  to  my  heart. 

"  I  am  thoroughly  sensible  *of  the  excel- 
lence of  the  constitution  of  this  happy  coun- 
try, and  my  utmost  efforts  shall  be  exerted 
for  the  preservation  of  it.  In  this,  and  in 
every  other  case,  I  hope  to  be  your  faithful 
representative ;  and  while  I  am  delivering 
your  sentiments,  and  discharging  my  duty 
to  my  constituents,  I  shall  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  serving  a  cause  which  I  have  valued 
beyond  every  thing. 

u  If  I  am  so  happy  as  to<  succeed,  I  assure 

VOL.  U  C 
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you,  gentlemen,  I  shall  ever  be  watchful  over 
the  interests  of  this  nation  in  general ;  and 
the  good  of  this  corporation  shall  have  my 
particular  attention.  It  shall  always  he  my 
favourite  study.  My  warmest  endeavours 
shall  be  employed  for  you,  and  I  shall  esteem 
myself  happy  in  every  opportunity  of  doing 
you  a  real  service. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  come  here  uncorrupting,  and 
I  promise  you  I  shall  ever  be  uncorrupted.  As 
I  never  will  take  a  bribe,  so  I  will  never  offer 
one.  I  should  think  myself  totally  unworthy 
of  the  great  and  important  trust  I  am  now 
soliciting,  if  I  sought  to  obtain  it  by  the  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  my  country.  I  hold 
them  to  be  sacred ;  and  I  think  the  happi- 
ness and  security  of  every  man  depends  on 
the  observance  of  them. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  no  private  views : 
my  sole  ambition  is  to  serve  my  country, 
and  to  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  the 
invaluable  privileges  which  this  nation  enjoys 
beyond  any  other  in  the  world.  I  shall  act 
steadily  on  these  principles ;  and  therefore  I 
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hope  for  the  honour  of  your  protection  and 
encouragement,  and  shall  endeavour  to  con- 
vince you  of  my  sincerest  regards,  and  warm- 
est gratitude." 

He  polled  a  hundred  and  ninety-two  votes, 
but  was  unsuccessful. 

It  has  been  asserted,  in  some  periodical  and 
other  publications,  that  a  letter  was  address- 
ed  to  Mr.  Wilkes  by  Mr.  Grenville  (who  at 
that  time  held  the  post  of  treasurer  of  the 
navy),  assuring  him  that  he  had  the  good 
wishes  of  the  ministry  ;  but  lord  Temple  de- 
clared to  the  editor  of  the  present  work,  that 
he  had  never  heard  of  such  a  letter. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Wilkes's  fine  speech 
about  virtue  and  patriotism,  this  experiment 
cost  him  between  three  and  four  thousand 
pounds. 


C  2 
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SEPARATION  OF  MR.  AND  MRS.  WILKES. 

W  hen  Mr.  Wilkes  returned  from  Berwick, 
he  did  not  find  that  tender  reception  at  home 
which,  notwithstanding  his  rude  and  abrupt 
departure,  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect. On  the  contrary,  he  met  with  re- 
proaches ;  which,  in  such  a  case,  imprudence 
deserves,  but  which  only  indiscretion  would 
use. 

After  this  event,  he  for  some  time  princi- 
pally resided  at  Bath  and  in  London,  indulg- 
ing in  all  the  gay  and  fashionable  scenes  of 
dissipation  with  lord  Sandwich,  sir  Francis 
Dashwood  (afterwards  lord  Le  Despenser), 
sir  William  Stanhope,  sir  Thomas  Stapleton, 
Thomas  Potter,  Paul  Whitehead  (not  the 
laureat),  &c.  &c. :  at  the  Dilletante,  in  Palace- 
yard  ;  Medmenham  -  abbey,  near  Marlow, 
Bucks  ;#  Beef-steak  Club,  in  Co  vent-garden ; 
and  other  places. 

*  Some  account  of  this  institution  is  given  in  vol.  iii. 
p.  60,  of  the  present  work. 


JOHN  WILKES,  ESQ^  29 

This  conduct  made  Mrs.  Wilkes  very  un- 
happy. She  anxiously  wished  for  a  separa- 
tion. And  here  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  venial  faults,  such 
as  in  the  neglect  of  his  table,  and  of  the  infe- 
rior articles  of  some  domestic  duty,  her  beha- 
viour was  strictly  moral,  seriously  rational, 
and  in  all  respects  consistent.  His,  on  the 
contrary,  was  irregular,  dissipated,  and  licen- 
tious. Her  father-in-law  again  interfered,  and 
ardently  endeavoured,  by  the  most  endearing 
and  persuasive  arguments,  to  obtain  a  recon- 
ciliation :  but  this  was  impossible  ;  both  par- 
ties had  taken  their  resolutions.  Mrs.  Wilkes 
was  principally  influenced  by  her  mother: 
Mr.  Wilkes  by  his  inclination,  and  passion 
for  gay  life.  All  further  communication  was 
now  discontinued  :  it  was  mutually  agreed 
to  live  apart ;  and  a  deed  of  separation  was 
determined  upon.  The  conditions  of  this 
contract  have  been  variously  stated  by  diffe- 
rent persons,  and  always  incorrectly.  To 
obtain  accurate  intelligence  on  this  point,  the; 
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editor  applied  to  Mrs.  Wilkes's  trustee  ;  who 
had,  on  many  occasions,  behaved  with  the 
greatest  politeness  and  liberality,  and  had 
communicated  to  him'  much  useful  informa- 
tion which  he  could  not  have  obtained  from 
any  other  quarter.  Upon  this  subject,  part 
of  his  letter  to  the  editor  was  as  follows : 

U  Newington,  Surry,  7th  June,  1804. 

"  Dear  Sir, 
"  As  to  the  first  question  respecting  the 
late  Mr.  Wilkes's  allowance  to  his  wife,  it 
was  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum;  and 
was  paid  to  me,  as  her  banker,  through  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Jacomb,  solicitor.  When  a 
separation,  under  articles  of  mutual  agree- 
ment, took  place  between  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilkes,  (to  obtain  which  she  gave  up  to  him 
certain  property,)  it  was  a  condition  that  he 
should  allow  her  two  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  during  his  life.  Other  conditions 
were,  that  she  should  have  the  privilege  of 
living  with  her  mother,  or  with  whomever 
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she  pleased  ;  and  that  she  should  occasionally 
see  her  daughter.*  The  articles  were  drawn 
up  by  the  confidential  friend  of  Mrs.  Wilkes 
and  her  family,  Mr.  Snell,  solicitor  ;  a  cha- 
racter, in  every  view,  of  the  first  respectabi- 
lity. During  his  life,  the  payment  was  made 
through  his  hands :  and  after  his  decease, 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jacomb,  his  son- 
in-law  and  successor  ;  who  had  a  great  inte- 
rest in  the  confidence  and  regard  of  Mrs. 
Wilkes  and  her  family,  founded  on  a  much 
longer  acquaintance  than  mine;  and  who 
was  a  co-trustee,  with  me,  under  the  wills  of 
Mrs.  Wilkes,  her  uncle  Sherbrooke,  and  her 
mother  Mead. 

u  To  your  inquiry  whether  the  estate  at 
Aylesbury  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mead,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Wilkes,  or  whether  it  was  left 


*  She  lived  with  her  mother  in  the  family  town- 
house,  in  Red-lion-court,  behind  St.  Sepulchre's  church, 
London.  She  had  also  a  small  house  at  Claphamj  which, 
she  occupied  in  the  summer. 
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him  by  some  relation,*  I  have  only  one 
chance,  and  that  very  slender,  of  obtaining 
an  answer.  I  will  immediately  wrrite  to  Mr. 
Israel  Wilkes,  elder  brother  of  the  late  Mr. 
John  Wilkes,  at  New  York,  where  he  has 
been  many  years  resident ;  a  highly  respect- 
able character,  and  now  more  than  eighty 
years  of  age.  He  had  longer  acquaintance 
than  myself  with  the  Mead  family ;  and  the 
well-informed,  sedate  mind,  which,  when  last 
I  heard  from  him,  he  possessed  without  im- 
pair, affords  the  only  chance  of  obtaining  an 
answer  to  this  question. 

"  I  am  not  unaware  that  a  sister  of  the  late 
Mr.  Wilkes  is  living,  and  in  England,  widow 
of  the  late  Mr.  alderman  Hayley,  now  wife 
of  Mr.  Jeffreys,  an  American  ;  but  that  lady, 
I  believe,  has  not  the  least  knowledge  that 
can  solve  your  enquiry. 

"  Believe  me,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Price." 

*  It  was  a  prebendal  estate  5  held  of  Lincoln,  upon 
lives. 
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AYLESBURY  ELECTION,   lf$F 

JL  homas  Potter,  esq.  who  has  been  men- 
tioned as  Mr.  Wilkes's  most  particular  and 
most  intimate  acquaintance,  was  at  this  time 
member  for  the  borough  of  Aylesbury.  At 
the  end  of  June  1757,  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  vice-treasurers  of  Ireland ;  which  va- 
cated his  seat  in  parliament.  The  writ  for  a 
new  election  was  issued  on  the  1st  of  July. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  manoeuvre  and 
trick  practised  on  this  occasion.  A  private 
agreement  was  made  between  Mr.  Potter  and 
Mr.  Wilkes,  that  if  Mr.  Potter  could  secure  a 
seat  in  parliament  for  another  borough,  Mr. 
Wilkes  should  be  elected  for  Aylesbury.  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  very  anxious  of  becoming  repre- 
sentative for  Aylesbury  ;  that  being  the  town 
in  which  he  lived,  and  where  part  of  his  pro- 
perty lay  :  and  circumstances  proved  favour- 
able to  his  wishes. 

Sir  Robert  Henley  (afterwards  earl  of 
c  5 
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Northington),  member  for  Bath,  had  lately 
been  appointed  lord-keeper ;  in  the  room  of 
lord  Hardwicke,  who  had  resigned  the  chan- 
cery :  and  Mr.  Pitt  (afterwards  earl  of  Chat- 
ham), who  was  member  for  Oakhampton, 
was  invited  to  the  representation  of  Bath, 
which  he  accepted.  Mr. Pitt's  writ  was  moved 
for  on  the  same  day  as  Mr.  Potter's ;  *  and  thus 
Oakhampton  was  left  open.  The  business 
was  very  adroitly  managed,  by  modes  which 
we  are  yet  too  near  the  time  to  explain.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Potter  was  elected 
for  Oakhampton,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  for  Ayles- 
bury; and  it  may  be  said  also,  with  the 
strictest  truth,  that  this  affair,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  its  conclusion,  cost  Mr.  Wilkes 
upwards  of  seven  thousand  pounds — (for  he 
was  the  person  who  paid  all) — to  obtain  one 
seat  in  parliament,  and  that  for  only  three 
years.  He  might,  at  that  time,  have  pur- 
chased a  borough  for  the  whole  septennial 
period,  for  less  money. 

*  Commons'  Journals,  vol.  xxxvii.  p.  926 
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The  loss  of  so  great  a  sum  by  one  event, 
distressed  him  very  much.  Potter,  to  extri- 
cate him  (as  he  pretended),  introduced  him  to 
the  Jews,  and  into  annuity  transactions  with 
them.*  In  a  short  time,  he  felt  the  weight 
of  these  incumbrances  press  heavy  upon  him. 
On  this  occasion  he  had  recourse  to  an  act 
that  forms  the  worst  feature  in  his  character: 
which  was,  an  attempt  to  get  possession  of 
his  wife's  annuity.  He  first  applied  to  her 
through  a  confidential  channel,  requesting  a 
surrender  of  it :  but  this  was  refused.  He  next 
requested  to  see  her :  this  was  also  refused. 
He  then  had  recourse  to  law,  thinking  that 
he  could  set  aside  the  deed  of  separation  ;  and 
with  this  view,  and  in  order  to  bring  the 
whole  matter  before  the  court  of  king's- 
bench,  he  sued  out  a  writ  of  habeas-corpus, 
which  was  served  on  Mrs.  Mead,  to  bring 
Mrs.  Wilkes  before  the  court. 


*  See  Mr.  Wilkes's  letters  from  Paris  to  Mr.  Cotes 
vol.  ii.  p.  55,  of  this  work. 
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Burrow,  in  his  Reports,  states  the  case  in 
the  following  words  : 

6  E.  31  G.  2.  Rex  v.  Mary  Mead.  An  ha- 
c  beas-corpus  having  issued,  at  the  instance  of 
c  John  Wilkes,  esq.  to  bring  up  the  body  of 
c  Mary  Wilkes,  wife  of  the  said  John  Wilkes, 
4  and  daughter  of  the  said  Mary  Mead ;  Mrs. 
*.  Mead  now  brought  her  into  court.  The 
<  substance  of  the  return  was,  that  her  hus- 
c  band  (having  used  her  very  ill)  did,  in  con- 
6  sideration  of  a  great  sum,  which  she  gave 
c  him  out  of  her  separate  estate,  consent  to 
c  her  living  alone ;  executed  articles  of  sepa- 
!  ration  ;  and  covenanted  (under  a  large  pe- 

*  nalty)  never  to  disturb  her,  or  any  person 
1  with  whom  she  should  live  : — that  she  lived 

*  wit  h  her  mother,  at  her  own  earnest  desire; 
'  and  that  the  writ  of  habeas-corpus  was  taken 

*  out  with  a  view  of  seizing  her  by  force,  or 

*  some  other  bad  purpose.     The  court  held 

*  this  to  be  a  formal  renunciation,  by  the 
c  husband,  of  his  natural  right  to  seize  her, 
1  or  force  her  back  to  live  with  him :  and 
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■  they  said,  that  any  attempt  of  the  husband 
1  to  seize  her  by  force  and  violence,  would  be 
4  a  breach  of  the  peace.  They  also  declared, 
c  that  any  attempt  made  by  the  husband  to 
<  molest  her  in  her  present  return  from  West- 
c  minster-hall,  would  be  a  contempt  of  the 
*  court ;  and  they  told  the  lady,  she  was  at 
c  full  liberty  to  go  where,  and  to  whom,  she 
c  pleased/* 

There  was  no  further  communication  be- 
tween Mr.  and  Mrs,  Wilkes.  Her  annuity 
was  regularly  paid ;  and,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  letters  in  this  work,  miss  Wilkes  dutiftilly 
and  frequently  visited  her  mother,  but  lived 
with  her  father. 

*  Burrow,  Mansfield,  542. 
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FROM    1758  TO    1763. — THE  MILITIA. 

lVll  r.  wilkes  being  now  in  parliament,  that 
situation  gave  him  ample  opportunity  for  in- 
creasing the  number  of  his  friends,  particu- 
larly in  the  county  of  Buckingham.  To  earl 
Temple  he  paid  his  court  with  the  purest  and 
warmest  sincerity.  That  nobleman  always 
received  him  in  the  most  gracious  manner, 
with  the  utmost  politeness  and  kindness.  The 
new  establishment  of  the  militia  was  at  this 
time  the  object  of  the  public  attention  ;  and 
Mr.  Wilkes  zealously  gave  all  the  assistance 
in  his  power  to  the  support  of  that  plan.  Earl 
Temple  had  been  recently  appointed  lord 
lieutenant  of  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  death 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  The  militia 
was  not  a  popular  measure  in  this  county ; 
but  by  the  influence  of  lord  Temple,  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Wilkes  and  other  gentlemen, 
it  was  at  length  carried  into  effect.  The  re- 
giment was  raised  :  and  sir  Francis  Dashwood 
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(afterwards  lord  Le  Despenser)  was  appointed 
colonel,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  lieutenant-colonel. 

When  sir  Francis  resigned, "he  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment. 

"  GENTLEMEN, 

"  His  majesty  having  done  me  the  honour 
to  appoint  me  his  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer and  under-treasurer,  it  becomes  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  me  to  resign  the  com- 
mission of  colonel  of  the  Bucks  regiment ; 
which  I  did  on  Saturday  last,  the  29th  of 
May  1762. 

"  If  the  succession  goes  in  the  regiment 
(as  I  hope  it  will,  and  think  it  ought),  then,  I 
must  add,  my  successor  is  a  man  of  spirit,  good 
sense,  and  civil  deportment ;  who  has  shewn 
resolution  and  industry  in  putting  this  salu- 
tary measure  into  execution." 

Mr.  Wilkes,  on  this  event,  was  appointed 
colonel  of  the  regiment. 
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LETTERS    OF    DR.  BREWSTER,    AUTHOR    OF    A 
TRANSLATION  OF  PERSIUS,  TO  MR.  WILKES. 

LETTER   I. 

"  Bath,  May  26,  1754- 
cc  DEAR  SIR, 

JL  ou  find  me  for  once  somewhat  in  the 
case  of  a  fair  young  virgin — hardly  able  to 
withstand  your  solicitations,  they  are  so 
warm  and  engaging;  and  yet  afraid  to  comply 
with  them,  though  pleasure  must  be  the  cer- 
tain consequence.  But  the  fair  ones,  I  be- 
lieve, you  have  always  found  at  last  consent- 
ing; and  as  they  are  most  admirable  prece- 
dents, so  I  follow  their  example. 

"  It  is  true,  I  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  not 
complying  without  reluctance  (in  that  point 
indeed  the  young  ladies  and  I  differ)  ;  but 
you  know  the  unhappy  cause — some  time 
next  week  I  shall  endeavour  to  wait  on  you 
at  Aylesbury. 

"  I  scarce   know   a  man   in   the  world, 
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whom  I  would  go  further  to  see,  or  to  whom 
I  would  sooner  dedicate  my  time  and  myself. 
You  needed  not,  for  my  temptation,  in  the  ac- 
count you  give  me  of  the  wonderful  verdure 
of  the  rich  vale  of  Aylesbury,  and  the  fra- 
grance of  your  bean-fields  in  full  blossom,  to 
have  described  Arabia  Felix;  for  I  could  rea- 
dily have  waited  on  you  in  the  very  deserts. 
"  I  am,  dear  sir, 
your  faithful  and  obliged  humble  servant, 
"  Thomas  Brewster." 

letter  ii. 

«  Bath,  June  30,  17 5  L 
"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  There  is  nothing  I  long  for  so  much,  as 
to  be  reading  a  chapter  with  you  at  Ayles- 
bury in  the  old  black  letter.  However  hurt- 
ful you  may  find  it  to  the  eyes,  I  am  persuad- 
ed your  learned  and  pious  expositions  will 
render  it  highly  edifying  and  comfortable  to 
the  heart.  I  will  (God  willing)  fulfil  yet  my 
promise,  and  wait  on  you  before  the  sum- 
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mer  ends.  That  I  do  not  set  out  immedi- 
ately, I  do  assure  you,  is  not  my  fault,  but 
merely  my  misfortune.  Two  or  three  ano- 
malous patients  unluckily  detain  me  here ; 
and  when  they  will  be  pleased  to  release  me, 
upon  my  word  is  more  than  I  can  yet  tell,  or 
even  conjecture.  It  is  a  strange  thing  that 
people  who  have  the  whole  year  before  them 
to  be  sick  in,  can  find  no  other  part  of  it  for 
that  purpose,  but  just  the  particular  time 
wrhen  I  should  be  enjoying  the  happiness  of 
your  company. 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  weather  at  Ayles- 
bury, I  have  no  doubt  of  meeting  with  gaiety 
and  pleasure  when  I  meet  with  Mr.  Wilkes  ; 
and  am  in  the  mean  time,  his  obliged  friend, 
and  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Brewster*" 
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LETTER  III. 

"  Bath,  January  6,  1755. 
M  DEAR  SIR, 

"  Though  I  am  sitting  down  but  now,  to 
acknowledge  the  favour  of  your  letter,  I  must 
nevertheless  own  I  received  it  in  due  time ; 
even  on  Christmas-day  in  the  morning.  The 
contents  I  hoped  would  have  informed  me 
that  you  were  soon  following  ;  but  upon  pe- 
rusal, how  grievous  was  the  disappointment! 
almost  enough  to  sadden  the  most  joyous  of 
all  seasons. 

"  The  Royal  Society,  by  taking  the  steps 
you  mention  5^  may  happily  once  again  fa- 
vour us  with  a  little  common  sense  ;  which, 
among  all  the  strange  things  they  have  for 
some  time  published,  will  itself,  I  should  be- 
lieve, be  esteemed  the  strangest.  But  the  more 
they  reform,  the  less  perhaps  they  will  enter- 
tain us ;  which  I  wish  may  not  be  likewise 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  lately  chosen  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society. 
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the  case  of  our  reforming  friend.  However, 
if  Mr.  ***  be,  in  earnest,  so  desperately  re- 
solved on  matrimony,  Iheartily  wish  him  all 
the  happiness  it  can  afford  ;  and  I  hope  you 
are  ready  with  his  epithalamium.  This  In- 
deed is  a  season  whose  coldness  admonishes 
us  all  to  think  of  good  warm  wives.  It 
makes  me  do  so  sometimes  among  the  rest. 

"  To  the  wit  and  pleasure  of  this  place  I 
am  quite  a  stranger. 

"  I  am  ever  yours, 

Thomas  Bp»ewst£r.* 


LETTER  IV. 

u  Burton-court,  near  Leominster,  July  29,  1758. 
"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  Your  letter  found  me  under  the  apple- 
trees  in  Herefordshire,  where  I  have  now  been 
these  three  months,  in  such  a  solitude  as  I 
am  only  fit  for.  The  truth  is,  I  am  but  in  a 
ruinous  sort  of  condition  ;  nodding,  as  it 
were,  to  my  fall :  and  my  tremors,  at   all 
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times  bad  enough,  under  the  observation  of 
company  are  still  worse.  For  these  reasons, 
though  the  pleasures  of  Aylesbury  have  left 
a  very  strong  impression,  yet  I  dare  not  ac- 
cept your  kind  invitation  to  repeat  them ; 
but,  wishing  you  all  happiness  in  all  places, 
am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obliged,  and 

affectionate  friend, 

Thomas  Brewster." 
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LETTERS  OF  DR.  SMOLLETT  TO  MR.  WILKES. 

[In  the  continuation  of  Smollett's  History  of  England, 
is  a  character  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  a  partial  account 
of  the  proceedings  against  him,  in  which  the  usual 
accuracy  of  that  historian  is  carefully  preserved.  The 
following  letters  will  shew  the  sentiments  of  the  writer, 
before  lord  Bute  undertook  the  treasury.] 


LETTER  I. 

"  Chelsea,  March  16,  1759. 


cc 


DEAR  SIR, 

1  am  again  your  petitioner  in  behalf  of  that 
chum  of  literature,  Samuel  Johnson.  His 
black  servant,  whose  name  is  Francis  Barber, 
has  been  pressed  on  board  the  Star  frigate, 
captain  Angel ;  and  our  lexicographer  is  in 
great  distress.  He  says  the  boy  is  a  sickly 
lad  of  a  delicate  frame,  and  particularly  sub- 
ject to  a  malady  in  his  throat,  which  renders 
him  very  unfit  for  his  majesty's  service.  You 
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know  what  matter  of  animosity  the  said 
Johnson  has  against  you  ;*  and  I  dare  say  you 
will  desire  no  other  opportunity  of  resent- 
ing it,  than  that  of  laying  him  under  an  obli- 
gation. He  was  humble  enough  to  desire  my 
assistance  on  this  occasion,  though  he  and  I 
were  never  cater-cousins  ;  and  I  gave  him  to 
understand  that  I  would  make  application  to 
my  friend  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  perhaps,  by  his 
interest  with  Mr.  Hay  and  Mr.  Elliot,!  might 
be  able  to  procure  the  discharge  of  his  lacquey. 
It  would  be  superfluous  to  say  more  on  the 
subject,  which  I  leave  to  your  own  considera- 
tion ;  but  I  cannot  let  slip  this  opportunity 


*  A  pleasantry  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  on  that  passage  in 
Johnson's  Grammar  of  the  English  tongue,  prefixed  to 
the  Dictionary — "  H  seldom,  perhaps  never,  begins 
any  but  the  first  syllable."  Mr.  Wilkes's  remark  was 
printed  when  the  Dictionary  first  appeared,  and  con- 
tained some  instances  to  prove  the  falsity  of  Johnson's 
remark.  It  began,  "  The  author  of  this  observation 
must  be  a  man  of  quick  appre-hension,  and  of  a  most 
compre-hensive  genius,"  &c. 

f  At  that  time  lords  of  the  admiralty. 
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of  declaring  that  I  am,  with  the  most  invio- 
lable esteem  and  attachment, 
Dear  sir, 
Your  affectionate,  obliged, 

humble  servant, 
T.  Smollett."* 

letter  11. 

"  Chelsea,  March  24,  1759. 
"  DEAR  SIR, 

"  Ecce  iterum  Crispinus  ! — your  generosity 
with  respect  to  Johnson  shall  be  theme  of 
our  applause  and  thanksgiving.  I  shall  be 
very  proud  to  find  myself  comprehended  in 
your  league  offensive  and  defensive ;  nay,  I 
consider  myself  already  as  a  contracting  party, 
and  have  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  my 
allies.  It  is  not,  I  believe,  unknown  to  you, 
that  admiral  Knowles  has  taken  exception  at 
a  paragraph  in  the  Critical  Review  of  last 

*  Mr.  Wilkes's    interposition   was    successful.     The 
black  servant  was  released,  and  returned  to  his  master. 
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May,  and  commenced  a  prosecution  against 
the  printer.  Now,  whatever  termination  the 
trial  may  have,  we  shall  infallibly  be  exposed 
to  a  considerable  expence ;  and  therefore  I 
wish  to  see  the  prosecution  quashed.  Some 
gentlemen  who  are  my  friends,  have  under- 
taken to  find  out  and  talk  with  those  who 
are  supposed  to  have  influence  with  the  said 
admiral :  may  I  beg  the  same  favour  of  you  ? 
The  trial  will  come  on  in  the  beginning  of 
May;  and  if  the  affair  cannot  be  compromised, 
we  intend  to  kick  up  a  dust  and  die  hard. 
In  a  word,  if  that  foolish  admiral  has  any  re 
gard  to  his  own  character,  he  will  be  quiet  r:i- 
ther  than  provoke  further  the  resentment  of, 
Dear  sir, 

your  very  obliged 
humble  servant, 

T.  SftOUJZTT*" 


vol.  1. 
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LETTER  III. 


Chelsea,  March  28,  1762. 


a 


DEAR  SIR, 

JM.  Y  warmest  regard,  affection, and  attach- 
ment, you  have  long  ago  secured  ;  my  se- 
crecy you  may  depend  upon.  When  I  pre- 
sume to  differ  from  you  in  any  point  of  opi- 
nion, I  shall  always  do  it  with  diffidence  and 
deference. 

"  I  have  been  ill  these  three  months  ;  but 
hope  soon  to  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  my 
respects  to  Mr.  Wilkes  in  person.  Mean- 
while I  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  him  with 
another  packet,  which  he  will  be  so  good  as 
to  consecrate  at  his  leisure.  That  he  may  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  his  happy  flow  of  spirits,  and 
proceed  through  life  with  a  full  sail  of  pros- 
perity and  reputation,  is  the  wish,  the  hope, 
and  the  confident  expectation,  of  his  much 
obliged,  humble  servant, 

T.  Smollett/5 


JOHN  WILKES,  ESQ^  5 1 

[Tt  is  scarcely  possible  to  state  a  fact  that  can 
more  strongly  shew  the  total  abandonment 
of  every  honourable  principle,  than  Dr. 
Smollett's  writing,and  printing  in  his  weekly 
paper  called  the  Briton,  the  following  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Wilkes,  without  the  least  provo- 
cation on  his  part,  only  a  few  months  after 
sending  the  preceding  letter:] 

Extract  from  the  Briton,  of  January  i,  1763* 

4  I  would  ask  if  common  honesty  can  reside 
4  in  the  breast  which  is  consecrated  to  falshood 
4  and  dissimulation?  if  one  virtue  of  humanity 
4  can  warm  the  breast  that  swells  with  perfidy* 
4  with  hatred,  and  unprovoked  revenge  ?  or  if 
4  the  duties  of  a  good  citizen  can  ever  be  per- 
4  formed  by  the  hired  voluntary  instrument  of 
4  sedition  ?  No  ;  such  a  caitiff  should  not  es- 
4  cape  unpunished  :  he  does  not  deserve  to  en- 
4  joy  the  protection  of  the  law,  far  less  the  pri- 
4  vilege  of  a  native  Briton  ;  he  does  not  de- 
4  serve  to  breath  the  free  air  of  heaven ;  but 
4  ought  to  be  exiled  from  every  civilized  so- 
4  ciety.5 

d  2 
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AYLESBURY  ELECTION,   lj6t, 

Uj  PON  the  death  of  George  the  second,  the 
parliament  ought   to  have   been   dissolved, 
conformably  to  the  constant  usage  upon  the 
demise  of  a  king  ;  but  his  death  being  sud- 
den, the  arrangements  for  the  new  elections 
had  not  been  made.    Winter  was  advancing, 
it  being  now  the  end  of  October ;  and  the 
parliament  having  only  one  session  more  to 
sit,  according  to  the  septennial  act,  it  was  re- 
solved by  the  ministry  to  permit  it  to  exist 
till  its  legal  expiration  in  the  ensuing  March. 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  for  some   time  prepared 
himself  for  the  approaching  election.    Every 
fortnight  he  invited  select  parties  of  his  con- 
stituents  to  dinner  at  his  house,  whom  he  en- 
tertained with  the  greatest  hospitality ;  and 
he  paid  the  most  polite  and  constant  atten- 
tion to  all  the  inhabitants.    Thus  his  election 
was  tolerably  secure  ;  but  not  without  the 
usual  gratifications  to  those  who  were  accus- 
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tomcd  to  expect  it.  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  af- 
terwards lord  Mendip,  one  of  the  vice-trea- 
surers of  Ireland,  was  his  colleague ;  so  that 
lie  had  the  government  influence  added  to 
his  own.  The  Stanhope  interest  was  com- 
promised with  that  of  the  Grenvilles ;  and 
it  was  agreed  that  if  the  latter  would  not 
agitate  the  county,  the  former  would  not  dis- 
turb Aylesbury  *  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Ellis 
were  therefore  elected  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Wilkes  frequently  remarked  to  his 
friends,  that  he  never  would  advise  any  gen- 
tleman to  represent  the  town  he  lived  at ; 
for  his  constituents  would  be  a  heavy  and 
perpetual  incumbrance  on  his  table  and  his 
cellar. 

There  is  a  fact  worth  mentioning,  although 
it  does  not  immediately  relate  to  Mr.  Wilkes, 
but  generally  to  the  ministerial  arrangement, 
at  this  period,  of  the  new  elections.  Of  this 
measure  the  duke  of  Newcastle  had  the  prin- 

*  Sir  William  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Lowndes  were  re- 
elected  for  the  county  without  opposition. 
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cipal  conduct.  Lord  Bute  wished  that  some  of 
his  own  particular  friends  should  be  brought 
into  parliament ;  and  he  waited  on  the  duke 
with  a  list  of  them.  The  duke  told  him,  that 
his  application  was  too  late :  the  nominations 
were  all  fixed.  "  What  !"  exclaimed  lord 
Bute ;  "  are  the  king's  boroughs  all  filled 
without  consulting  his  majesty  ?3'  His  lord- 
ship wras  highly  offended  ;  and  this  repulse 
proved  as  fatal  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  as 
a  similar  one  had  been  to  Mr.  Legge  on  the 
Hampshire  election  in  the  year  1759.  Lord 
Bute's  exclamation  might  be  well  founded  ; 
but  it  was  very  imprudent.  No  doubt,  his  de- 
sign was  to  create  a  party  of  his  own  ;  which 
he  afterwards  accomplished,  and  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  the  king's  friends. 

An  account  of  this  dismission  of  Mr.  Legge 
was*  written  by  Dr.  Butler,  bishop  of  Here- 
ford. It  was  printed  in  quarto,  as  a  pam- 
phlet. It  has  been  since  several  times  print- 
ed, in  different  publications. 

The  following  observations  by  Mr.  Wilkes 
on.  the  subject,  wrill  be  new  to  the  generality 
of  the  public. 
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u  Mr.  Legge  was  the  first  political  victim  to 
lord  Bute.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  dukes  of  New- 
castle and  Devonshire,  fee.  beheld  with  great 
indifference  his  dismission.  That  able  finan- 
cier foretold,  that  he  was  only  the  first  sa- 
crifice to  the  favourite,  and  that  all  the  rest 
would  follow.  He  was  dismissed  without 
any  reason  being  given  to  the  public,  or  any 
charge  on  his  conduct.  He  observed  thai 
was  the  moment  of  making  the  opposition 
to  the  minion,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  all  the  other  whigs  ;  who, 
if  they  did  not  make  the  stand  then,  would 
attempt  it  in  vain  afterwards.  His  words 
were  prophetic  :  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple 
were  obliged  to  resign.  The  duke  of  New- 
castle was  elated  at  this  event ;  but  a  few 
days  dashed  all  his  joy,  and  a  few  weeks 
convinced  him  of  the  annihilation  of  his 
power.  He  gave  up  the  treasury,  and  all 
his  friends  went  into  direct  opposition.  The 
duke  of  Devonshire  was  soon  after  dismis- 
sed, with  still  stronger  marks  of  disgust : 
he  was  struck  off  the  list  of  privy-counsel- 
lors, 
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f4  Perhaps  a  more  remarkable  instance  is 
not  to  be  found  of  the  infatuation  of  states- 
men, as  well  of  the  little  harmony  which 
generally  prevails  among  them.  If  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  dukes  of  Newcastle  and  Devonshire,  &c. 
had  firmly  supported  so  unexceptionable  a 
minister,  and  so  amiable  a  man,  as  Mr.  Leggc, 
I  am  persuaded  the  favourite  must  at  first 
have  yielded  ;  and  they  wrould  have  become 
a  firm  phalanx  against  all  his  further  at- 
tacks, and  all  future  enemies.  But  they 
were  secret  enemies,  and  false  to  each  other. 
The  sacrifice  of  one  seemed  to  forward  the 
views  of  the  rest ;  whereas  it  only  hurried 
them  all  to  the  period  of  their  extinction. 
The  political  death  of  Mr.  Legge  foretold 
the  speedy  dissolution  of  the  others."  See 
also  Mr.  Wilkes's  letters  to  Mr.  Cotes,  voL 
ii.  p.  96,  of  the  present  work, 
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EMBASSY  TO  CONSTANTINOPLE,  AND  GOVERN- 
MENT OF  CANADA. 

THE  style  of  living  which  Mr.  Wilkes 
found  himself  obliged  to  maintain  as  a  mem- 
ber  of  parliament,  considerably  exceeded  his 
income  ;  which  encreased  his  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments every  year.  Thus  necessity 
obliged  him  to  think  seriously  of  obtaining 
some  public  situation,  which  might  relieve 
him. 

On  the  death  of  George  the  second,  in 
the  year  1760,  sir  James  Porter,  the  British 
minister  at  Constantinople,  desired  to  be  re- 
called. When  Mr.  Wilkes  heard  of  sir  James's 
request,  he  applied  for  the  appointment  as 
his  successor ;  that  being  a  situation  per- 
fectly suited  to  his  wishes,  as  it  would  put 
him  out  of  the  reach  of  disagreeable  applica- 
tions of  all  kinds.  He  found  reason  to  sup- 
pose, however,  that  his  success  in  this  macter 
was  prevented  by  the  constant  interference 
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of  lord  Bute ;  who,  soon  after  the  accession 
of  his  present  majesty,  had  been  appointed 
secretary  of  state,  in  the  room  of  lord  Hoi- 
dernesse  :  the  former  nobleman  being  pro- 
bably displeased  at  the  channel  through  which 
Mr.  Wilkes's  request  came — which  wras> 
through  Mr.  Legge,  to  the  duke  of  New- 
castle. 

Mr.  Wilkes  also  thought  that  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  was  at  this  time  the  other  secretary  of 
state,  shewed  him  same  neglect  in  the  mat- 
ter :  but  this  suspicion  does  not  seem  so  well 
founded  as  the  former-  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord 
Temple  recommended  for  this  embassy  their 
brother,  the  honourable  Henry  Grenville; 
who  had  been  governor  of  Barbadoes  since 
the  year  1 747,  and  had  lately  returned  to 
England.  Lord  Bute,  in  this  early  part  of 
his  political  career,  did  not  venture  to  op- 
pose  this  recommendation  ;  and  Mr.  Gren- 
viile  was  therefore  appointed  to  the  situation^ 
to  the  great  disappointment  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 

In  the  summer  of  the  same  year  (1761),  a 
treaty  of  peace  being  proposed  between  the 
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courts  of  London  and  Paris,  M.  Bussey  came 
to  London,  and  Mr.  Stanley  went  to  Paris, 
to  conduct  the  negotiation.  If  this  measure 
had  succeeded,  a  very  handsome  provision 
had  been  made  for  Mr.  Wilkes.  In  the  pro- 
jected treaty  France  agreed  that  England 
should  keep  possession  of  Canada :  the  go- 
vernment of  that  great  province  immediately 
caught  the  attention  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  who 
mentioned  it  to  his  friend  lord  Temple;*  and 
it  is  certain,  that  had  the  negotiation  taken 
a  favourable  turn,  and  peace  been  the  con- 
sequence, he  would  have  been  appointed 
to  this  honourable  situation,  for  both  lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  gave  him  the  most  flat- 
tering assurances. 

Mr.  Wilkes  says,  "  that  his  ambition- was, 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  himself  admits,  "  that  he  once  attended 
lord  Bute's  levee  at  Whitehall,  when  his  lordship  was 
secretary  of  state,  with  an  intention  of  speaking  to 
him  ;  but  after  two  hours  attendance,  the  secretary 
not  coming,  Mr.  Wilkes  went  away."  See  Political  Re- 
gister, vol.  ii.  p.  41 3.  This  was  the  only  attempt  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  ever  made  to  gain  an  audience  of  lord  Bute. 
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to  have  gone  to  Quebec  the  first  governor : 
to  have  reconciled  the  new  subjects  to  the 
English  ;  and  to  have  shewn  the  French  the 
advantages  of  the  mild  rule  of  laws,  over 
that  of  lawless  power  and  despotism  :"*  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  possessed  the  most 
excellent  qualifications  for  that  important 
post. 

Upon  a  subsequent  vacancy  in  the  em- 
bassy to  Constantinople,  Mr.  Wilkes  made  a 
second  application,  similar  to  his  former.  In 
the  year  1765  Mr.  Henry  Grenville  was  re- 
called from  the  Porte  :  and  in  the  month  of 
July  in  that  year,  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham and  his  friends  succeeded  to  the  ministry 
at  home  ;  lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  having 
refused  to  accept  the  offers  of  the  court,  un- 
der the  apprehension  of  the  continued  influ- 
ence of  lord  Bute.  As  the  new  ministers  had 
always  professed  the  warmest  friendship  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  he  applied  to  them  through  his 
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old  friend  William  Fitzherbert,  esq.  (father  of 
the  present  lord  St.  Helen's),  at  that  time 
member  for  Derby ;  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  universal  estimation.  But  before  Mr. 
Wilkes's  application  reached  Mr.  Fitzherbert, 
the  embassy  had  been  given  to  Robert  Cole- 
broke,  esq. :  who, however,  did  not  go;  and 
three  months  afterwards  John  Murray,  esq. 
the  resident  at  Venice,  was  appointed.  This 
fact  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  in 
his  fifth  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  the  follow- 
ing  words  :  c  I  am  half  afraid  your  hopes  of 
1  the  present  ministry  have  miscarried ;  for 
'  lord  St.  John,  of  Bletsoe,  not  long  since 
'  shewed  me  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Graf- 
4  ton,  excusing  himself  for  not  appointing  his 
4  lordship  to  the  embassy  of  Constantinople, 
c  and  mentioning  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
6  Murray  :'  and  Mr.  Wilkes  himself  says,  in 
one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Tooke,  c  As  to  the 
'  Rockingham  administration,  I  do  not  owe 
c  a  pardon  to  them,  although  I  warmly  so- 
c  licited  it  during  the  whole  time  of  their 
*  power.    Soon  after  they  came  into  employ- 
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4  ment,  I  wished  to  have  gone  in  a  public 
1  character  to  Constantinople/ 

Mr,  Wilkes  further  says,  in  his  letter  from 
Paris  to  Mr.  Cotes,  dated  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1764,*  '  If  they'  (the  ministry)  'would 
4  send  me  ambassador  to  Constantinople,  it 
c  is  all  I  should  wish/  In  a  letter  to  the 
same  gentleman  from  Geneva,  dated  Aug.  1 8, 

1765,  are  these  words:  c  If  I  am  to  give 
c  my  opinion,  Constantinople  is  by  far  the 
c  most  eligible/  In  a  letter  from  Paris, 
dated  October  13,  1765,  he  says:  c  I  am 
*  still  in  the  same  idea  as  to  Constantinople/ 
And  in  a  letter  from  Paris,  dated  July  20, 

1766,  '  I  wished  to  have  gone  to  Constan- 
'  tinople.  I  would  go  to  Quebec,  and  per- 
f  haps  I  might  be  found  in  no  mean  way 
<  useful  there/ 


*  Vol.  ii,  p.  53,  of  the  present  work* 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PAPERS   RELATIVE   TO 
THE   RUPTURE  WITH   SPAIN. 


y'V  HEN  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple  found 
themselves  obliged  to  retire  from  the  govern- 
ment (which  was  in  October,  1761)  on  ac- 
count of  lord  Bute  over-ruling  their  advice 
with  regard  to  Spain,  Mr.  Wilkes  began  to 
direct  his  attention  to  politics,  and  to  the 
measures  of  the  new  ministry.  Very  little 
penetration  was  requisite  to  discover  the 
views  and  wishes  of  lord  Bute  :  his  ambi- 
tion to  take  the  lead  in  all  public  councils, 
and  to  direct  all  the  affairs  of  the  state,  was 
obvious.  This  conduct  gave  an  alarm  to  all 
ranks  of  the  people  ;  who  had  seen  and  felt 
the  happy  effects  of  an  unexampled  union  of 
all  the  talents,  energy,  and  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion, exerted  in  support  of  the  public  interest ; 
such  an  alarm  as  could  not  fail  to  cast  a 
gloom  on  every  generous  mind;  and  to  inspire 
a  dread  that  unanimity,  dignity,  and  Mr, 
Pitt,  were  now  no  more  to  benefit  the  public* 
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When  parliament  met,  which  was  early  in 
November,  1761,  the  late  resignations  were 
the  subject  of  much  debate.  An  altercation 
took  place  in  the  house  of  lords,  between 
lord  Temple  and  lord  Bute,  which  exasper- 
ated Mr,  Wilkes  against  lord  Bute  very 
highly.  This  affair  was  stated  in  the  Moni- 
tor of  May  29th,  1767.  As  that  paper  is 
now  in  few  hands,  it  may  be  proper  to  tran- 
scribe the  passage. 

"  Lord  Temple,  after  recommending  una- 
nimity in  the  strongest  terms,  said,  he  would 
make  but  one  observation  upon  all  that  had 
been  advanced  concerning  the  Family  Com- 
pact, viz.  that*  it  was  allowed  to  have  been 
signed  in  August,  ratified  in  the  first  week  in 
September,  and  the  written  advice*  was  given 
and  dated  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month. 
Upon  which,  lord  Bute  suddenly  started 
up,    and  asserted,    in  a   very   insolent  and 


*  To  recall   lord  Bristol,    the  English  ambassador 
at  Madrid. 
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peevish  manner,  c  That  there  was  no  intelli- 
4  gence  of  such  a  fact,  so  constituted,  at 
6  that  time.'  To  this  lord  Temple  replied, 
4  That  there  was  intelligence  of  the  highest 

■  moment,  relative  to  those  matters,  at  that 

■  time  ;  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  publish 
<  it,  but  would  refresh  his  lordship's  memory 
1  in  private  j*  which  he  accordingly  did,  be- 
low the  ban  But  lord  Bute  had  not  the 
candour  to  acknowledge  his  conviction  in 
the  house  ;  which  a  generous  mind  would 
not  have  neglected."* 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  January, 
1762,  the  new  ministry  found  it  necessary  to 
publish  that  declaration  of  war  against  Spain, 
which  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple  had  recom- 
mended in  the  preceding  month  of  Septem- 
ber ;  and  towards  the  end  of  January  they 
laid  before  the  two  houses  of  parliament  the 
papers  relative  to  the  rupture  with  Spain, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

*  See  Mr.  Wilkes's  letter  to  Mr.  Almon,  dated  Paris, 
August  28, 1767.  (Vol.  Hi.  p.  168,  of  the  present  work.) 
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Mr.  WSkes  immediately  wrote  a  very  able 
and  very  judicious  examination  of  these  do- 
cuments ;  which  he  entitled,  c  Observations 
c  on  the  Papers  relative  to  the  Rupture  with 
6  Spain/  This  tract  was  exceedingly  well 
received,  and  highly  approved.  It  was  a  very 
masterly  vindication  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord 
Temple ;  and  with  equal  justice  exposed  the 
folly,  cowardice,  and  imbecility  of  the  minis- 
try, in  losing  the  best  opportunity  that  had 
ever  occurred,  of  reducing  the  power  of 
Spain  so  far  as  never  to  become  formidable 
to  this  nation.  This  was  his  first  political 
essay  ;  and  it  reflected  as  much  honour  on 
his  political,  as  on  his  literary  talents. 

The  subject  of  this  pamphlet  being  tem- 
porary, and  unconnected  with  any  circum- 
stances of  Mr.  Wilkes's  life,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  make  any  extracts  from  it  here.  All 
the  historical  parts  may  be  found  in  the  re- 
gisters and  journals  of  the  period. 

A  few  days  after  its  publication,  a  report 
was  circulated,  that  it  was  written  by  Dr. 
Douglas  j  author  of  several  pamphlets  against 
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Archibald  Bower,  and  now  bishop*  of  Salis- 
bury and  chancellor  of  the  garter.  This  re- 
port occasioned  Dr.  Douglas  to  send  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

"  Half-Moon-street,  Piccadilly,  April  1,  1762. 


u 


SIR, 


"  You  will  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  you, 
because  it  is  on  an  affair  of  infinite  concern 
to  my  character,  and  I  think  you  have  it  in 
your  power  to  do  me  justice.  A  report  has 
been  set  about,  that  I  am  the  author  of  the 
Observations  on  the  Spanish  Papers ;  which,  if 
it  gains  credit,  will  be  as  prejudicial  to  my 
interest,  as  it  is  absolutely  unsupported  by 
truth.  You  may  please  to  remember  you 
told  me  in  the  Park,  the  very  day  after  the 
pamphlet  appeared,  that  you  heard  I  had  writ 
it.  It  is  become  necessary  for  me,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  most  respectable  friends,  to  trace 
this  groundless  story  to  the  fountain-head : 
and  therefore  I  apply  to  you,  begging  you 
would  recollect  who  told  youlwas.the  author; 
that  so  I  may  be  able  effectually  to  stop  the 
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progress  of  a  report,  which,  if  at  first  propa- 
gated only  wantonly,  wiH,  I  fear,  if  not  traced 
to  its  source,  in  the  end  have  the  same  had 
effects  as  if  it  had  come  from  the  most  de- 
termined malice. 

I  am,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 

John  Douglas." 

Mr.  Wi/kes's  Answer. 

"  Winchester,  April  6,  1762. 
U  SIR, 

u  I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  at  Ba- 
singstoke, in  my  march  to  this  place.  When 
I  was  last  in  the  foolish  circle  at  the  Smyrna, 
the  Observations  on  the  Spanish  Papers  were 
talked  of :  and  as  you  know  the  sages  there 
pretend  to  infinite  sagacity,  they  were  gene- 
rally given  to  you  ;  though  a  few  ascribed 
them  to  Mauduit,  the  author  of  the  famous 
Considerations.*     I  am  entirely  satisfied  with 

*  On  the  German  war. 
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your  authentic  assurances  on  this  subject, 
and  on  every  occasion  will  contradict  so 
groundless  a  report. 

"  There  is  not  a  man  in  this  country  who 
more  honours  your  superior  literary  abilities 
than  I  do ;  or  more  warmly  wishes,  for  the 
dignity  of  our  church,  to  see  them  rewarded 
in  an  eminent  and  distinguished  manner. 

"  I  shall  be  strenuous  in  contradicting  the 
report :  for,  undoubtedly,  the  author  of  the 
Observations  has  no  chance  of  favour  from 
any  of  the  present  powers  ;  and  if  he  is  the 
unluckv  Mauduit,  he  has  overthrown  all  the 
merit   he  mfcht  with  some  derive  from  the 

o 

Considerations.  I  hope  that  your  friends  will 
exert  themselves  with  the  same  zeal  on  this 
occasion  as  I  assure  you  I  shall ;  for  I  am,  with 


real  regard. 


Sir, 
your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Wilkes." 


JO  MEMOIRS  Ofc 


FALL  OF  MORTIMER. 


IVlR.  Wilkes's  second  political  essay,  was -an 
ironical  Dedication  to  the  earl  of  Bute,  of 
Ben  Jonson's  historical  play,  entitled  The 
Fall  of  Mortimer.  It  was  published  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1763.  This  dedication 
was  greatly  admired,  for  its  elegance  and  se- 
verity :  and  Mr.  Wilkes  frequently  said  to  his 
friends,  that  he  esteemed  it  superior  to  any 
of  his  other  compositions. 

The  following  copy  of  this  article  is  printed, 
according  to  Mr.  Wilkes's  desire  (expressed 
in  his  letters  to  the  editor,  dated  on  the  28th 
of  August  and  the  15th  of  October  *),  from 
the  third  volume  of  the  North  Briton  ;  and 
includes  his  last  corrections  and  additions. 

"  To  the  right  honourable  John,  earl  of 
Bute  ;  chancellor  of  the  university  of 
Aberdeen  in  Scotland,  first  commissioner 
of  the  treasury  in  England,  one  of  the 


*  See  Vol.  lii,  p.  168  and  170. 
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sixteen  representatives  of  the  peers  of 
Scotland,  one  of  his  majesty's  most  honour- 
able privy  council,  and  knight  of  the  most 
noble  English  order  of  the  garter* 

"    MY  LORD, 

"  Many  and  various  motives  have  concur- 
red to  give  a  peculiar  propriety  to  the  fond 
wish  I  had  formed,  of  making  this  humble 
offering  at  the  shrine  of  Bute.  I  have  felt  an 
honest  indignation  at  all  the  invidious,  un- 
just, and  odious  applications  of  Roger  Mor- 
timer. I  absolutely  disclaim  the  most  distant 
allusion ;  and  I  purposely  dedicate  this  play  to 
your  lordship,  because  history  does  not  fur- 
nish a  more  striking  contrast  than  there  is 
between  the  two  ministers  in  the  reigns  of 
Edward  the  third  and  George  the  third.  I 
shall  trace  this  through  a  variety  of  the  most 
interesting  particulars ;  secure  of  the  satisfac- 
tion your  lordship  will  find  by  accompanying 
me  in  so  pleasing  a  pursuit. 

"  Edward  the  third  was  held  in  the  most 
absolute  slavery  by  his  mother  and  her  mi- 
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nister.  The  first  nobles  of  England  were 
excluded  from  the  king's  councils,  and  the 
minion  disposed  of  all  places  of  profit  and 
trust.  The  king's  uncles  did  not  retain  the 
shadow  of  power  and  authority.  They  were 
treated  with  insult  ;  and  the  whole  royal  fa- 
mily became  not  only  depressed,  but  forced 
to  depend  on  the  caprice  of  an  insolent  fa- 
vourite. The  young  king  had  been  victo- 
rious over  the  Scots  ;  then  a  fierce,  savage, 
and  perfidious  people  :  in  that  reign  our  cruel 
enemies  ;  happily,  in  this  our  dearest  friends. 
On  every  favourable  opportunity,  either  by 
the  distractions  in  the  public  councils  of  this 
kingdom  during  a  minority,  or  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  national  troops,  they  had  ravaged 
England  with  fire  and  sword.  Edward  might 
have  compelled  them  to  accept  of  any  terms, 
so  glorious  and  decisive  was  the  success  of  his 
arms  :  but  Roger  Mortimer,  from  personal 
motives  of  power  and  ambition,  hastily  con- 
cluded an  ignominious  peace  ;  by  which  he 
sacrificed  the  triumphs  of  a  prosperous  war, 
and  thejustest  claims  of  conquest. 
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"  It  is  with  the  highest  rapture,  my  lord, 
t  now  look  back  to  that  disgraceful  aera,  be- 
cause I  feel  the  striking  contrast  it  makes 
with  the  halcyon  days  of  George  the  Third.-— 
This  excellent  prince  is  held  in  no  kind  of 
captivity.     All  his  nobles  have  free  access  to 
him.  The  throne  is  not  now  besieged*    Court 
favour,    not   now  confined  to   one   partial 
stream,  flows  in  a  variety  of  different  chan- 
nels, enriching  this  whole  country.     There  is 
now  the  most  perfect  union  among  all  the 
branches  of  the  royal  family.     No  court  mi- 
nion now  finds  it  necessary,  for  the  preserve 
tion  of  his  own  omnipotence,  by  the  vilest 
insinuations  to  divide  either  the  royal  or  any 
noble  families.      The  kind's   uncle  is   now 
treated  with  that  marked  distinction  which 
his  merit  is  entkled  to  both  from  the  nation 
and  the  throne ;  that  throne  established  by  his 
valour  in  extinguishing  a  foul  rebellion,  which 
burst  upon  us  from  its  native  north,  and  almost 
•overspread  the  land.     Our  sovereign  is  con- 
scious that  he  owes  more  to  our  great  deliverer 
than  any  other  prince  in  Europe  owes  to  any 

VOL.  I.  i 
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subject ;  and  he  sets  a  noble  example  of  gra- 
titude to  princes, 

*  Que  les  rois,  ces  illustres  ingrats, 

*  Sont  assez  malheureux  pour  ne  connoitre  pas.' 

Voltaire, 

No  favourite  now  has  trampled  upon  the 
most  respectable  of  the  English  nobility,  and 
driven  them  from  their  sovereign's  coun- 
cils. No  discord  now  rages  in  the  kingdom ; 
but  every  tongue  blesses  the  minister  who  has 
by  so  many  ways  endeared  himself  no  less 
to  the  nobility  than  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  people. 

1  Primores  populi  arripuit,  populumque  tributim.' 

"  To  complete  the  contrast,  we  have  now 
an  advantageous,  a  glorious  peace;  fully  ade- 
quate to  all  the  successes,  to  all  the  glories,  of 
the  war. 

"  The  present  internal  policy  of  this  king- 
dom, my  lord,  is  equally  to  be  admired.  Our 
gracious  sovereign  maturely  examines  all  mat- 
ters of  national  importance;  and  no  unfair  or 
partial  representation  of  any  business,  or  of 
any  of  his  subjects,  is  suffered  to  be  made  to 
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him,  nor  can  any  character  be  assassinated  in 
the  dark  by  an  unconstitutional  prime -minis- 
ter. He  regularly,  by  your  advice,  attends 
every  private  council  of  real  moment,  and 
nothing  is  there  submitted  to  the  arbitrary 
decision  of  one  man.  This  happy  state  of 
things  we  owe  to  your  lordship's  unexampled 
care  of  his  majesty's  youth.  The  important 
promise  you  made  us — that  we  should  fre- 
quently see  our  sovereign,  like  his  predeces- 
sor William  the  Third,  presiding  in  person 
at  the  British  treasury — has  been  fulfilled:  to 
the  advantage  and  glory  of  these  times ;  and 
to  the  perfecting  of  that  scheme  of  economy 
so  earnestly  recommended  from  the  throne, 
and  so  ably  carried  into  execution  by  yourself 
and  your  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,*  as 
well  as  so  minutely  by  the  lord-steward  of 


*  "  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  afterwards  lord  Le  De- 
spenser  ;  who,  from  puzzling  all  his  life  at  tavern  bills, 
was  called  by  lord  Bute  to  administer  the  finances  of  a 
kingdom  above  one  hundred  millions  in  debt,  and  styled 
by  him  (in  the  royal  manner)  my  chancellor." 
E    2 
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the  household.*  Toitr  whole  council  of  state, 
too,  is  composed  of  men  of  the  first  abi- 
lities :  the  duke  of  Bedford  ;  the  earls  of 
Halifax,  Egremont,  and  Gower ;  the  lords 
Henley,  Mansfield,  and  Ligonier;  Mr.  George 
Grenville,  and  Mr.  Fox.  The  business  of  this 
great  empire  is  not,  however,  trusted  to  them : 
the  most  arduous  and  complicated  parts  are 
not  only  digested  and  prepared,  but  finally 
revised  and  settled,  by  Gilbert  Elliot  and  Alex- 
ander Wedderburn,  esquires,  sir  Henry  Er- 
skine  baronet,  and  the  Home,  t 


*  "  Earl  Talbot ;  who  thought  a  civil  list  of  800,0001. 
a-year  insufficient  to  keep  up  the  hospitality  of  a  private 
nobleman's  kitchen,  in  the  king  of  England's  palace. " 
[This  nobleman  is  mentioned  at  some  length  in  pages 
28  and  following  of  vol.  iii.] 

f  "  The  reverend  John  Home,  esquire  ;  first  a 
preacher  among  the  Scottish  presbyterians,  then  a  play* 
Wright.  This  preacher,  like  the  famous  Thresher  the 
blind  cobler  and  others,  was  at  the  beginning  looked 
upon  as  a  prodigy  of  genius  and  learning;  merely  from 
being  thought  to  have,  at  an  early  age,  produced  one 
tolerable  piece.  He  went  on,  and  it  was  soon  seen  how 
mean  and  contemptible  his  talents  were.     He  sunk  into 
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"  Another  reason  why  I  choose  your  lord- 
ship for  the  subject  of  this  dedication,  is,  that 
you  are  said,  by  former  dedicators,  to  cultivate 
with  success  the  polite  arts.  How  sparing 
and  penurious  is  this  praise  !  such  literary 
economy  is  really  odious.  They  ought  to  have 
gone  further,  and  to  have  shewn  how  libe- 
rally you  are  pleased  to  reward  all  men  of 
genius.     Malloch*  and  the  Home  have  been 


obscurity;  and  his  feme,  like  the  torrent  he  speaks  cf 
in  Douglas, 

'  Infused  silence  with  a  it'll j  sound.* 

(VAR.  LlCT.  ::.;.v  " 

*  u  David  Malloch,  author  of  many  forgotten  poems 
•and  plays,  was  formerly  usher  to  a  school  in  Scotland. 
On  his  arrival  from  the  north,  he  became  a  great  de- 
claimer  at  the  London  coffee-houses  against  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  Old  surly  Dennis  was  highly  offended  at 
his  conduct,  and  always  called  him  Moloch.  He  then 
changed  his  name  to  Mallet,  and  soon  after  published 
An  Epistle  to  Mr.  Pope  on  Verbal  Criticism.  Theobald 
was  attacked  in  it,  and  soon  revenged  himself  in  the  new 
edition  cf  Shakspeare:  «  An  anonymous  writer  has,  like 
1  a  Scotch  pedlar  in  wit,  unbraced  his  pack  on  the  sub- 
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nobly  provided  for.  Let  Churchill,  or  Arm- 
strong,write  like  them, — your  lordship'sclas- 

'ject.     I  may  fairly  say  of  this  author,    as  Falstaff 

*  does  of  Poins:  "  Hang  him,  baboon  !  his  wit  is  as  thick 
11  as  Tewksbury  mustard;  there  is  no  more  conceit  in 
•*  him  than  a  mallet."     Preface,  p.  52,  edition  of  1733. 

"  This  Malloch  had  the  happiness  of  a  wife,  who  had 
faith  enough*  She  believed  that  her  husband  was  the 
greatest  poet  and  wit  of  the  age.  Sometimes  she  would 
seize  and  kiss  his  hand\vith  rapture  ;  and,  if  the  looks  of 
a  friend  expressed  any  surprise,  would  apologize,  that 

*  it  was  the  dear  hand  that  wrote  those  divine  poems.' 
She  once  lamented  to  a  lady,  how  much  the  reputation 
of  her  husband  suffered  by  his  name  being  so  frequently 
confounded  with  that  of  Dr.  Smollett.  The  lady  an- 
swered, ■  Madam,  there  is  a  short  remedy  :  let  your 
4  husband  keep  to  his  own  name.' 

"  The  same  man  published  lord  Bolingbroke's  post- 
humous works,  for  which  a  presentment  was  made  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex.  Johnson  said,  that  lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  had  charged  a  blunderbuss  with  all  manner 
tif  combustibles  against  the  human  race  ;  and  that  he 
dared  not  let  it  off  himself,  but  had  hired  a  rascal  to 
pull  the  trigger. 

"  In  the  octavo  abridgment  of  Johnson's  Dictionary, 
is  an  article  of i  Alias,*  for  otherwise ;  as  Mallet,  otherwise 
•  Malloch:  " 
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sical  taste  will  relish  their  works,  and  par 
tronize  the  authors.     You,  my  lord,  are  said 
to  be  not  only  a  patron,  but  a  judge;  and  Mal- 
loch  adds,  that  he  wishes,  for  the  honour  of 
our  country,  that  this  praise  were  not  almost 
exclusively  your  own.     I  wish  too,  for  the 
honour  of  my  country,  and  to  preserve  your 
lordship  from  the  contagion  of  a  malignant 
envy,  that  you  would  not  again  give  permission 
to  a  Scottish  scribbler  to  sacrifice  almost  the 
whole  body  of  our  nobility  to  his  itch  of  pa- 
negyric on  you,  of  pay  from  you;  and  I  sub- 
mit, whether  a  future  inconvenience  may  not 
result  from  so  remarkable  an  instance  how 
certain  and  speedy  the  way  to  obtain  the  last 
is,  by  means  of  the  first. 

"  Almost  all  the  sciences,  my  lord,  have  at 
length  made  so  great  a  progress  in  England, 
that  we  are  become  the  objects  of  jealousy  to 
the  rest  of  Europe  ;  but  under  your  auspices 
Botany  and  Tragedy  have  now  reached  the 
utmost  height  of  perfection.  Not  only  the 
system  of  power,  but  the  vegetable  system  like- 
wise, has  been  completed,  by  the  joint  labours 
of  your  lordship   ana  the  great  doctor  Hill. 
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Tragedy,  under  Malloch  and  the  Home,  ha£ 
with  us  rivalled  the  Greek  model,  and  unit- 
ed the  different  merits  of  the  great  moderns. 
The  fire  of  Shakspeare,  and  the  correctness 
of  Racine,  have  met  in  your  two  country- 
men. One  other  exotic,  too,  I  must  not  for- 
get :  Arthur  Murphy,  gent.  He  has  the  ad- 
ditional merit  of  acting,  no  less  than  of  writing, 
so  as  to  touch  in  the  most  exquisite  manner 
all  the  fine  feelings  of  the  human  frame.  I 
have  scarcely  ever  felt  myself  more  forcibly 
affected  than  by  this  excellent  but  poor 
neglected  player ;  except  a  few  years  ago  at 
the  duchess  of  Queensbury's,  where  your 
lordship  so  frequently  exhibited.  In  one  part, 
which  was  remarkably  humane  and  amiable,* 
you  were  so  great,  that  the  general  exclama- 
tion was, that  here  you  did  not  act!  In  another 
part  you  were  no  less  perfect.  I  mean  in  the 
famous  scene  of  Hamlet,  where  you  pour  fatal 
poison  into  the  ear  of  a  good  unsuspecting  king. 


*  "  Lord  Bute  was  fond  of  acting  Lothario.  It  was 
the  expression  of  Frederic  prince  of  Wales,  echoed  by 
the  public,  ■  Here  Bute  does  not  act  J*  n 
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It  the  great  names  of  Murphy  and  Bute,  as 
players,  pensantur  eddem  frutind^  it  is  no  flat- 
tery to  say  that  you,  my  lord,  were  not  only 
superior,  but  even  unrivalled  by  him,  as  well 
as  by  all  who  have  ever  appeared  on  the 
great  stage  of  the  world.  As  a  writer  I  take 
Mr.  Murphy  rather  to  excel  you,  except  in 
points  of  orthography  j*  but  as  an  actor  he  can 
form  no  pretension  to  even  an  equality.  Na- 
ture indeed,  in  her  utmost  simplicity,  we  ad- 
mire in  Mr.  Murphy  ;  but  art,  art,  charac- 
terises your  lordship. 

"  This  too  gives  your  lordship  a  claim  to 
the  dedication  of  this  play.  You  are  perfect 
in  every  tiling  respecting  the  powers  of  acting. 
Your  whole  mind  has  been  formed  to  it.  All 
your  faculties  have  been  directed  to  this  im- 
portant object.  While  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  Tem- 
ple, and  others  your  cotemporaries,  unmind- 
ful of  such  great  acquirements,  were  only  pre- 
paring themselves  for  the  national  business  of 
parliament,  and  beginning  to  take  a  distin- 

*   Ti:is  allusion  is  explained  below,  in  pages  S3*  S4. 

£  s 
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guished  part  in  that  single  sphere, — you,  after 
a  seven  years  service  in  the  house  of  peers,  had 
become  perfect  in  your  various  parts,  and 
condescended  to  tread  many  a  private  stage 
in  the  high  buskins  of  pompous  sonorous 
tragedy — with  what  superior  success  I  re- 
cord with  pleasure,  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  noble 
brother  are  now  both  in  a  private  station. 
You  hold  the  first  office  of  this  kingdom, 
and  enjoy  almost  exclusively  the  smiles  of 
your  sovereign.  They  have  only  the  empty 
applause  of  their  country.  Even  this,  too,  they 
share  with  others  :  a  duke  of  Newcastle  and 
Devonshire,  a  marquis  of  Rockingham,  an 
earl  of  Hardwicke;  and  thetwo  spiritedyoung 
nobles  who  stand  so  high  in  fame  and  virtue, 
whom  England  glories  that  she  can  call  her 
own,  the  dukes  of  Grafton  and  Portland. 
These  distinguished  characters  must  ever  be 
respected  by  your  lordship  for  their  ardent 
love  of  our  sovereign  and  of  liberty  ;  as  well 
as  honoured  by  this  nation  as  the  declared, 
determined,  and  combined  enemies,  of  despo- 
tic, insolent,  contemptible  favouritism. 
"  As  Tragedy  and  Botany  have  thus  reared 
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their  heads,  give  me  leave  to  recommend  to 
your  lordship  one  important  point  respecting 
the  sciences  and  the  bellesJett  res  which  still  re- 
mains unsettled  :  I  mean  Orthography.    The 
French  Academy  has  fixed  it  for  their  nation; 
and  yet  a  bold  modern,  Voltaire,  has  dared  to 
deviate  from  their  rules.     He  endeavours  to 
establish  a  new  orthography,   still  nearer  ap- 
proaching to  the  pronunciation.    With  a  po- 
lite nobleman  this  must  bear  the  palm,  if  not 
of  correctness*,    yet   of  grace  and  elegance. 
Some  specimens  of  this  kind  in   our  own 
tongue  which  your  lordship  has  seen,  have 
much  amused  me ;   although  the  deviations 
from  the  vulgar  mode  might  not,  perhaps, 
be  supported  with  the  learned  arguments  of 
that   amazing  French   genius.     Indeed,   my 
lord,  the  letters  to  which  I  allude  are  so  cu- 
rious, that  I  wish  for  a  fac-simile  of  them,  as 
we  have  of  one  famous  genuine  letter  of  your 
countryman  Archibald  Bower.*  They  would, 

*  "  Vide  Dr.  John  Douglas's  several  pamphlets  re- 
lative to  Bower's  Correspondence  with  the  Jesuits." 
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I  am  persuaded,  excel  all  the  curious  manu- 
scripts in  your  university  of  Aberdeen,  or 
among  the  immense  collection  of  learned 
books  of  your  late  valuable  purchase  in  the 
Argyll  library.  May  I  not  therefore  hope, 
that  as  the  definitive  treaty  is  now  signed, 
your  lordship's  labours  will  be  directed  to 
this  important  point;  and  that  we  may  ex- 
pect to  see  a  complete  orthographical  diction- 
ary, to  determine  the  knotty  point  of  Britain 
for  Briton,  which  has  of  late  puzzled  that 
great  writer  the  great  Briton  himself,  not- 
withstanding the  excellence  of  his  Scottish 
education  ?#  Ease  and  elegance  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, still  attend  your  lordship,  as  insepa- 
rably as  they  ever  have  done  ;  nor  will  you 

*  u  These  endearing  words,  '  Born  and  educated  ia 
*  this  country,  I  glory  in  the  name  of  Britain,'  were  per- 
mitted to  be  seen  in  the  above  royal  orthography,  of 
Britain  for  Briitm.  Some  pretended  to  give  an  Icon  Ba- 
silike  of  his  sacred  majesty  king  George  the  third  from 
that  single  word.  The  political  writer  the  Briton,  in 
several  passages  followed  the  royal  orthography.''  [Se£ 
vol.  in.  pages  130  to  132,  of  the  present  work.] 
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in  this  case  be  in  danger  of  being  forsaken  by 
them,  although  Benedict  (or,  if  you  please,  in 
your  botanical  phrase,  Carduus  Benedictus) 
says,  now  he  is  turned  orthographer,  6  his 
words  are  a  very  fantastical  banquet,  just  like 
so  many  strange  dishes.' 

"  I  should  have  added,  my  lord,  that  the 
play  of  which  I  now  make  the  humble  offer- 
ing, is  a  Tragedy — the  most  grave  and  moral 
of  all  poems.  With  a  happy  propriety,  there- 
fore, it  comes  inscribed  to  your  lordship;  the 
most  grave,  the  most  moral,  of  all  men.  A 
witty  comedy  I  would  never  have  offered  to 
your  lordship,  nor  indeed  to  any  of  your 
countrymen.  Wit  is  an  ignis-fatuus,  which 
bewilders  and  leads  astray.  It  is  the  primrose 
path  which  conducts  to  folly.  Your  lordship 
has  never  deviated  into  it.  You  have  march- 
ed on  with  solemn  dignity,  keeping  ever  the 
tragic  step;  and,  on  the  greatest  occasions, SO 
known 9  SO  honoured, — at  the  house  of  lords  :  * 

*  "  '  Grac'd  as  thou  art  with  all  the  power  of  -words; 
So  known,  so  honour'd,  at  the  house  of  lords.' 

Pope. 
These  two  lines  on  lord  Mansfield  are  rather  bathos  and 
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exhibiting  to  the  world  what  you  learned  on 
the  stage,  the  most  pompous  diction  with  the 
boldest  theatrical  swell — infinitely  superior 
to  all  the  light  airs  of  wit  and  humour.  The 
easy  sock  of  laughing  Comedy  you  never  con- 
descended to  wear. 

"  I  have  only  one  thing  more  to  urge  to 
your  lordship — the  play  is  quite  imperfect. 
Your  lordship  loves  the  stage  :  so  does  Mr. 
Murphy.  Let  me  entreat  your  lordship  to 
assist  your  friend  in  perfecting  the  weak 
scenes  of  this  tragedy ;  and,  from  the  crude  la- 
bours of  Ben  Jonson  and  others,  to  give  us 
a  complete  play.  //  is  the  warmest  wish  of  my 
hearty  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  may  speedily 
complete  the  story  of  Roger  Mortimer. 
I  hope  that  your  lordship  will  graciously  con- 
descend to  undertake  this  arduous  task,  for 
which  talentslike  yours  are  peculiarly  adapted. 


burlesque  than  panegyric;  but  Mr.  Wilkes  seriously 
and  fatally  experienced  his  lordship's  power  of  words,  in 
the  alteration  of  the  records ."  [See  vol.  ii.  page  72,  of 
the  present  work  ;  & c] 
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A  variety  of  anecdotes  in  real  life  will  super- 
sede the  least  necessity  of  poetical  fiction.  To 
you  every  thing  will  be  easy.  The  fifth  act  of 
this  play  will  find  those  great  talents  still  in 
full  vigour,  even  after  you  have  run  so  won- 
derful  a  career.  If  more  important  concerns, 
either  of  business  or  amusement,  en2:ao;evou 
too  much,  I  beg,  my  lord,  that  you  will 
please  royally  to  command  Mr.  Murphy,  as 
Mr.  Macpherson  says  you  commanded  him 
to  publish  the  prose-poems  of  Fingal  and  Te- 
mora.  Such  a  work  will  immortalize  your 
glory  in  the  literary,  as  the  peace  of  Paris 
will  in  the  political,  world  ;  and  I  venture  to 
prophesy,  that  when  the  name  of  Roger  Mor- 
timer shall  be  mentioned,  that  of  Bute  will 
follow,  to  the  latest  times.  * 


*  "  This  idea  does  net  seem  to  be  disagreeable  to  the 
noble  lord,  if  the  following  passage  of  a  late  journal 
be  true  : — 

"  *  We  hear  with  pleasure  of  the  progress  of  the  po- 

*  lite  arts  even  to  uhhma  Tbulc.     We  are  informed  from 

*  the  north  of  Scotland,  that  at  Mountstuart,  in  the  Isk 
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"  Give  me  leave,  my  lord,  to  offer  my 
thanks,  as  an  Englishman,  for  your  public 
conduct.  At  your  accession  to  power,  you 
found  us  a  distracted  disunited  nation.  The 
late  abandoned  minister  of  the  people  had  wick- 
edly extended  every  art  of  corruption  through 
all  ranks  of  men,  the  senate  not  excepted  :  I 
speak  of  the  late  venal  parliament.  You,  my 
lord,  have  made  us  an  united  and  a  happy  na- 
tion. c  Corruption  started  like  a  guilty  thing' 
upon  your  summons  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  nor  have 
I  since  heard  of  a  single  instance  of  undue, 


*  of  Bute,  is  lately  finished  a  superb  cenotaph,  of  the 
6  finest  statuary  marble.   The  design  is  best  explained  in 

*  the  inscription : 

*  Felici  Genio 

et 

./Etern.-s  Famce 

Rogeri  Mortimer, 

Comitis  de  March, 

Quod  monstravit  viam  ; 

Hoc  qualecumque  grati  animi  et  honoris  moriumentiim 

Posuit 

Johannes  Stuart, 

Comes  de  jBute.'  " 
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unconstitutional  influence,  exerted  in  the  se- 
nate :  I  now  speak  of  the  present  virtuous 
parliament.  Your  lordship,  too,  has  received 
from  every  foreign  court  the  most  flattering 
testimonies  of  an  unbounded  confidence  in 
your  veracity  and  good  faith,  equal  to  their 
just  sense  of  your  transcendent  abilities. 

"  I  beg  pardon,  my  lord,  for  having  so 
long  detained  the  patriot  minister  of  the  patriot 
king  from  the  great  scenes  of  foreign  busi- 
ness, or  the  rooting  out  corruption  at  home, 
or  the  innocent  employments  of  his  leisure 
hours.  I  hope  Dr.  Hill  and  the  Home  will 
forgive  me ;  and  that  the  great  triumvirate, 
having  at  length  completed  a  glorious  and  per- 
manent peace,  may  in  learned  ease,  under  the 
shade  of  their  own  olive,  soon  enjoy  the  full 
sweets  of  their  own  philosophy  :  for,  as  Can- 
did observes,  cela  est  bien  dit,  mats  ilfaut  cul- 
tiver  notre  jardin.  In  your  softer,  more  en- 
vied, hours  of  retirement,  I  wish  you,  my  lord, 
the  most  exquisite  pleasures  under  the  shade 
of  the  Cyprian  myrtle  :  your  patriot  moments 
will  be  passed  under  the  Scottish  fir. 
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"  I  will  no  longer  intrude  upon  your  lord- 
ship. The  Cocoa-tree  andyour  countrymen  may 
be  impatient  to  settle  with  you  the  army  and 
the  finances  of  this  kingdom.  I  have  only  to 
add  my  congratulations  on  the  peculiar  fame 
you  have  acquired,  so  adequate  to  the  won- 
derful acts  of  your  administration.  You  are 
in  full  possession  of  that  fame  at  the  head  of 
tories  and  Scotsmen  ;  but  alas  !  my  lord,  the 
history  of  mankind  shews  how  fantastic,  as 
well  as  transitory,  is  fame.  What  an  excel- 
lent moral  of  humility  are  we  taught  by  this  I 
It  is  mortifying  to  reflect  that  the  meanest  have 
their  day,  as  well  as  the  most  eminent  and  il- 
lustrious. Although  Mr.  Pitt  is  still  at  the 
head  of  whigs  and  Englishmen,  he  too  will 
experience  that 

The  greatest  can  but  blaze  and  pass  away. 

Pop£. 

"  I  am,  my  lord, 

with  a  zeal  and  respect  equal  to  your  virtues, 

your  lordship's 

very  humble  servant." 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  NORTH  BRITON. 

W  HEN  lord  Bute  advanced  himself  to  the 
head  of  the  treasury  (May  29,  1762),  he  im- 
mediately engaged  a  number  of  literary  cha- 
racters to  vindicate  his  measures.  If  these 
writers  had  confined  themselves  to  the  mere 
task  of  defence,  no  notice  would  have  been 
taken  of  them  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
seemed  to  have  been  hired  also  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  calumniating  the  ministers 
of  the  late  king.  On  the  very  day  of  lord 
Bute's  entering  into  office,  was  published  the 
first  number  of  the  weekly  political  paper 
called  "  The  Briton/'  written  by  Dr.  Smol- 
lett. Nothing  could  betray  more  evidently 
his  lordship's  conscious  weakness  and  inabi- 
lity, than  the  circumstance  of  publishing  this 
paper  before  he  had  performed  a  single  act  of 
government.  He  might  have  foreseen  that 
an  avowed  and  scurrilous  ministerial  paper 
must  excite  opponents  ;  and  this  was  in  tact 
the  case.    Mr.  Wilkes  was  highly  incensed  at 
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seeing  his  friends  so  vilely  and  bitterly  tra- 
duced by  lord  Bute's  mercenaries ;  and  im- 
mediately resolved  to  counteract  the  effects 
of  this  by  instituting  another  paper,  which 
he  called  "  The  North  Briton/'  The  wit  and 
severity  of  the  latter  instantly  gave  it  a  very 
extensive  circulation  ;  and  it  was  followed  by 
another  publication  in  support  of  lord  Bute, 
more  scurrilous  than  the  first.  This  last  wras 
called  the  Auditor  ;  and  was  written  by  Mr. 
Arthur  Murphy,  upon  whom  Mr.  Wilkes  is 
so  severe  in  the  foregoing  Dedication  of  Mor- 
timer:* but  neither  it  nor  the  Briton  was 
approved  by  the  public.  They  were  dull  and 
vulgar,  and  in  a  few  months  ceased. 

As  the  North  Briton  had  commenced  with 
lord  Bute's  administration,  and  his  lordship 
was  avowedly  the  principal  object  of  attack, 
its  publication  should  have  been  discontinued 
when  that  nobleman  quitted  the  treasury, 
the  purpose  being  thus  apparently  obtained. 
It  must  accordingly  be  observed,  that  the 
last  number  but  one  of  the  North  Briton 


*  Pages  SO,  81,  86,  87,  above. 
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(N°  44)  was  published  on  the  2nd  of  April ; 
and  the  celebrated  number  "45"  was  not 
published  till  the  23d  of  that  month.  During 
this  interval  Mr.  Wilkes  carried  his  daughter 
to  Paris,  to  finish  her  education  ;  and  upon 
this  occasion  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
publication  of  the  North  Briton  would  have 
been  still  further  suspended,  had  not  a  sin- 
gular  accident  (which  is  but  little  known) 
caused  its  early  revival. 

On  lord  Bute's  resignation,  which   took 
place  on  the  8th  of  April,  1763,  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  was  appointed  his  successor ;  and  lord 
Sandwich  took  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned 
at   the  admiralty.     Other   alterations   were 
made,  and  the  necessary  parliamentary  writs 
were  issued  for  new  elections.     The  writ, 
however,  for  supplying  Mr.  Grenville's  seat, 
was  not  moved  for  till  the  19th*,  the  day 
on  which  the  parliament  was  prorogued,  al- 
though he  had  been  appointed  immediately 
on  lord  Bute's  resigning.    This  delay  arose 
from  his  being  obliged  to  apply  to  his  bro- 

*  Commons'  Journals,  vol.  xxix.  p.  646. 
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ther,  earl  Temple,  for  permission  to  be  re- 
elected for  the  town  of  Buckingham ;  a  re- 
quest which  was  peculiarly  distressing  to 
himself,  because  at  this  time  there  subsisted 
the  most  bitter  animosity  between  the  bro- 
thers. This  application  was  made  on  the 
1 8th ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Lloyd,  Mr.  Grenville's 
private  secretary,  carried  the  letter,  in  which 
was  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  king's  speech 
(perhaps  as  a  compliment)  to  be  delivered 
from  the  throne  the  next  day.  Mr.  Pitt,  af- 
terwards earl  of  Chatham,  was  at  his  lord- 
ship's house  in  Pall-Mali  when  this  message 
arrived  ;  and  he  added  his  personal  entreaty 
that  lord  Temple  would  consent  to  his  bro- 
ther's re-election,  with  which  his  lordship 
complied.  But  it  does  not  seem  probable 
that  his  consent  would  have  been  given  with- 
out Mr.  Pitt's  intercession  ;  for  in  the  "  Re- 
marks on  the  Letters  which  passed  between 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Bath,  and  Mr.  Pitt,"  which 
lord  Temple  himself  dictated,  there  is  a  very 
strong  insinuation  to  that  effect. 

Lord  Temple   and   Mr.  Pitt  were   much 
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displeased  on  reading  the  king's  speech, 
which  they  had  thus  received.  Mr.  Pitt 
spoke  with  warmth  and  indignation  on 
the  passage  respecting  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia ;  and  lord  Temple  adopted  his  senti- 
ments. At  this  instant,  Mr.  Wilkes  happened 
to  call  upon  his  lordship  ;  having  just  re- 
turned from  Paris.  Mr.  Wilkes  agreed  in  sen- 
timent concerning  the  speech  ;  and  when  he 
returned  home  he  wrote  a  sketch  of  the  con- 
versation which  passed  on  the  subject  while 
he  was  present.  From  this  sketch,  and  some 
additions  of  his  own,  he  wrote  this  cele- 
brated paper,  the  forty-fifth  Number,  which 
was  published  on  Saturday  the  2  jd  of  April, 
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THE   GENERAL  WARRANT. 

JL  HE  ministry  immediately  laid  this  Num. 
ber  (45)  before  the  attorney  and  solicitor 
general,  at  that  time  Mr.  Charles  Yorke  and 
sir  Fletcher  Norton,  for  their  opinions  upon 
it.  They  answered  "  that  in  their  opinion  the 
paper  was  an  infamous  and  seditious  libel  ; 
tending  to  inflame  the  minds,  and  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  ma- 
jesty, and  excite  them  to  traiterous  insur- 
rections against  his  government. "  The 
ministry  were  highly  gratified  by  this  ;  for, 
under  the  pretence  of  vindicating  the  throne, 
they  had  now  an  opportunity  to  revenge 
their  own  private  injuries.  They  resolved  to 
prosecute,  with  the  utmost  severity,  the  au- 
thors, printers,  and  publishers  of  this  offen- 
sive paper.  The  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department  vlord  Halifax)  issued  a  ge- 
neral warrant,  without  any  information  upon 
oath,  and  in  which  only  the  publisher  was 
mentioned  by  name,  to  seize  "  the  authors, 
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printers,  and  publishers,"  with  their  papers* 
and  bring  them  before  his  lordship.* 

The  first  person  seized  by  the  authority 
of  this  warrant  was  Mr.  Dry  den  Leach  ;  prin- 
ter, in  Crane-court,  Fleet-street.  The  mes* 
sengers  entered  his  house  in  the  night ;  and 
took  him  out  of  bed  from  his  wife,  while  his 

*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  warrant. 

"  George  Montagu  Dunk,  earl  of  Halifax,  vis- 
L.  S.    count  Sunbury,  and  baron  Halifax  ;  one  of  the 

lords  of  his  majesty's  most  honourable  privy- 
council,  lieutenant-general  of  his  majesty's  forces,  and 
principal  secretary  of  state.  These  are  in  his  majesty's 
name  to  authorize  and  require  you  (taking  a  constable 
co  your  assistance]  to  make  strict  and  diligent  search  for 
the  authors,  printers,  and  publishers,  of  a  seditious  and 
treasonable  paper  intitled  *  the  North  Briton,  number 
ihr.  Saturday  April  23,  1763,  printed  by  G.  Kearsley 
in  Ludgate-street/  and  them  or  any  of  them  having 
ad, to  apprehend  and  seize,  together  with  their  papers, 
and  to  bring  in  safe  custody  before  me,  to  be  examined 
concerning  the  premises,  and  further  dealt  with  accord* 
in^  to  law.  And  in  due  execution  thereof  all  mayors, 
sheriffs,  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  and  all  other 
his  majesty's  officers  civil  and  military,  and  loving  sub- 
jects whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  be  aiding  and  assist- 
ing  to  you  as  there  shall  be  occasion.  And  for  so  doing 
VOL.  I.  F 
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child  lay  dangerously  ill  in  the  room.  They 
likewise  seized  all  his  papers,  and  appre- 
hended even  his  journeymen  and  servants. 
Though  all  this  was  done,  Mr.  Leach  in  fact 
had  no  concern,  immediate  or  remote,  with 
either  the  printing  or  publishing  of  the 
North  Briton  :  and  he  was  confined  several 
days  after  his  innocence  was  perfectly  known. 
Somebody  had  told  Carrington  the  messen- 
ger, that  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  seen  going  into 
Leach's  house  ;  and  this  was  all  the  founda- 
tion which  they  had  for  taking  the  latter 
gentleman  and  all  his  workmen,  &c.  into 
custody. 

On  the  same  morning  (which  was  the  29th 
of  April)  the  same  messengers,  acting  under 
the  same  warrant,  apprehended  Mr.  Kearsley, 

this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  at  St.  James's  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  third  year  of  his  ma- 
jesty's reign. 

"  Dunk  Halifax." 

«  To  Nathan  Carrington,  John  Money, 
James  Watson,  and  Robert  Black- 
more,  four  of  his  majesty's  messen- 
gers in  ordinary." 
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who  was  the  real  publisher  of  the  North  Brr- 
toq  ;  together  with  all  his  servants,  his  papers 
and  accompt-books.  They  were  taken  to 
the  secretary  of  state's  office  ;  and  Mr.  Kears- 
ley  was  examined  before  lord  Halifax,  and 
lord  Egremont  (the  other  secretary  of  state), 
but  not  upon  oath.  He  gave  them  all  the 
information  he  possessed  :  that  Mr,  Richard 
Balfe,  in  the  Old  Bailey,  was  the  prin- 
ter of  the  North  Briton  ;  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
gave  orders  for  the  printing ;  that  Mr, 
Churchill  (the  poet)  received  the  profits  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  ;  of  the  author,  he  could 
say  nothing. 

The  very  same  general  warrant  was  now 
issued  a  third  time;  for  taking  Mr.  Balfe,  and 
all  his  workmen  and  his  papers.  Mr.  Balfe 
was  the  forty-eighth  person  attached  by  this 
precept.  At  his  examination  he  was  re- 
served, and  said  very  little  :  he  was  not  upon 
oath.  Mr.  Philip  Carteret  Webb  (at  that 
time  solicitor  to  the  treasury)  and  Mr.  Lo- 
vell  Stanhope  (law-clerk  to  the  secretary 
of  state),  who  were  both  present,  declar- 
r  2 
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ing  that  the  publisher's  evidence  was  suf- 
ficient to  justify  any  proceeding  against  Mr. 
Wilkes  as  the  author  of  the  paper, — upon  this 
opinion  the  warrant  was  sent  out  a  fourth 
time.  By  the  return  before  made,  this  fa- 
mous warrant  had  already  done  more  than  its 
duty,  and  therefore  it  was  clearly  functus 
officio.  Every  justice  of  peace  knows,  that 
to  apprehend  Mr.  Wilkes,  another  warrant 
should  have  been  issued :  and  it  is  certain, 
that  lord  Halifax  thought  this  measure  neces- 
sary, and  intended  to  put  Mr.  Wilkes's  name 
in  such  new  warrant ;  but  Mr.  Webb  said 
that  another  warrant  was  not  at  all  neces- 
sary,— and  as  to  the  naming  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
he  added  with  an  emphasis,  it  was  better  not. 

Lord  Egremont  gave  the  messengers  ver- 
bal orders  to  enter  Mr.  Wilkes's  house  even 
at  midnight ;  and  to  seize  his  person,  toge- 
ther with  all  his  papers.  The  men,  how- 
ever, were  not  so  intemperate  :  they  waited 
till  morning  before  they  executed  their  or- 
ders ;  and  even  then  they  did  not  choose  to 
enter  the  house  by  violence,  but  waited  some 
time  in  the  street.     Mr.  Wilkes  went  out  of 
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his  house  very  early  in  the  morning,  to  make 
inquiry  concerning  Kearsley  and  Balfe ;  and 
when  he  returned,  the  messenger  Watson  ar- 
rested him  at  his  own  door.  Mr.  Wilkes  de- 
manded to  see  the  warrant ;  and  not  finding 
in  it  his  name,  nor  any  description  of  his 
person, — nor  even  one  word  that  could  al- 
lude personally  to  him, — he  declared  that  he 
would  not  yield  obedience  to  so  illegal  a  pre- 
cept. When  the  door  was  opened,  the  other 
messengers  instantly  entered  the  house. 


The  evasion  of  the  habeas-corpus  ;  sei- 
zure OF  PAPERS  ;  AND  DISCHARGE  BY  THE 
COURT  OF  COMMON-PLEAS. 

Jl.  few  minutes  after  the  entrance  of  the 
messengers,  the  editor  of  this  work  happened 
to  call  on  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  not  from  any  know- 
ledge  of  the  circumstance,  but  because  he 
had  for  some  time  been  in  the  habit  of  occa- 
sionally visiting  that  gentleman.  On  his  being 
admitted  into  the  parlour,  where  Mr.  Wilkes 
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and  the  messengers  were  in  conversation? 
Mr.  Wilkes  took  him  to  the  other  end  of  the 
room  :  and  there  informed  him,  in  a  low  tone 
of  voice,  that  the  men  were  the  king's  mes- 
sengers, who  had  arrested  him  by  a  warrant 
in  which  he  was  not  named ;  and  begged  of 
htm  to  step  immediately  to  lord  Temple,  and 
acquaint  his  lordship  of  the  affair.  The  mes- 
sengers, not  knowing  that  the  editor  was 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  intimate  friends,  permit- 
ted him  quietly  to  leave  the  house  ;  for  which 
they  were  afterwards  severely  reprimanded. 
As  soon  as  lord  Temple  received  the  infor- 
mation, he  did  not  hesitate  an  instant  in 
pursuing  the  proper  measures.  He  desired 
the  editor  to  go,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
to  Mr.  Arthur  Beardmore,  his  lordship's  at- 
torney in  the  city,  and  request  him  to  ap- 
ply immediately  to  the  court  of  common- 
pleas,  for  a  writ  of  habeas-corpus  to  bring 
Mr.  Wilkes  before  the  court.  Mr.  Churchill 
called  on  Mr.  Wilkes  a  very  short  time  after 
the  editor  had  left  the  house ;  but  his  fears 
for  his  own  personal  safety  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  stay  a  moment. 
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Mr.  Beardmore  obeyed  his  instructions 
with  alacrity.  In  the  mean  time  the  messen- 
gers forced  Mr.  Wilkes  into  a  chair,  and  car- 
ried him  to  lord  Halifax's  house, — who  then 
resided  at  the  corner  of  Great  George-street, 
next  the  park.  Lord  Egremont,  the  other 
secretary  of  state,  came  directly  afterwards* 

All  the  particulars  of  his  apprehension,  and 
of  the  conversation  at  lord  Halifax's,  have 
been  stated  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  his  second  Let- 
ter to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  which  is  printed 
in  another  part  of  this  work  ;*  it  is  therefore 
unnecessary  to  enter  into  further  detail  here. 

John  Walsh,  esq.  at  that  time  member 
for  Worcester;  and  Richard  Hopkins,  of 
Oving,  Bucks,  esq.,  afterwards  member  for 
Dartmouth  ;  happened  to  be  in  the  court 
of  common-pleas  when  the  writ  of  habeas* 
corpus  was  applied  for  and  granted.  They 
nediately  went  to  lord  Halifax's,  and 
desired  to  ^ee  Mr.  Wilkes ;  which,  after 
some  hesitation,  they  were  allowed  to  do, 
but  only  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Philip  Carte- 
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ret  Webb  and  Mr,  Lovell  Stanhope,  Both 
the  former  gentlemen  then  acquainted  Mr. 
Wilkes,  in  the  hearing  of  the  two  latter,  that 
a  writ  of  habeas-corpus  was  issued  by  the 
court  of  common-pleas,  to  bring  him  before 
the  court.* 

*  Of  tli is  important  fast  both  Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr» 
Hopkins  made  affidavit. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  wrk  of  habeas-corpus. 

"  In  the  court  of  common- pleas.  George  the  third,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  to  Robert 
Biackmore  and  James  Watson,  greeting.  We  command 
ye,  and  each  of  ye,  that  ye  have  the  body  of  John 
Wilkes,  esq.  by  whatsoever  name,  or  addition  of  name, 
he  may  be  named  or  charged,  under  your  custody  taken 
and  detained,  as  it  is  said  ;  together  with  the  day  and 
cause  of  the  taking  and  detaining  the  said  John  Wilkes ; 
before  the  justices  of  the  court  of  common-bench,  at 
Westminster,  in  the  great  hall  of  pleas,  there  immedi- 
ately after  the  receipt  o£  this  our  writ  :  to  do  and  re- 
ceive all  those  things  which  the  same  court  shall  then 
and  there  consider  of  in  this  particular.  Witness  sir 
Charles  Pratt,  knight,  at  Westminster,  the  thirtieth  day 
of  April,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign. 
"  By  the  court, 

Endorsed,  "Beabldmop.e  (by  St  ah  n  thought  J. 

"H.  Gould." 
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This  information,  however  interesting, 
and  though  given  by  gentlemen  of  the 
first  respectability,  was  treated  with  the  ut- 
most contempt  :  but  the  secretaries  of  state, 

Copy  of  the  warrant  to  the  messengers. 

Charles  earl  of  Egremont  and  George  Dunk  earl  of 
Halifax,  lords  of  his  majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council,  and  principal  secretaries  of  state,  &c. 

These  are,  in  his  majesty's  name  to  authorize  and  re- 
quire you  to  deliver,  into  the  custody  of  the  constable 
cf  the  tower  of  London,  the  body  of  John  Wilkes,  esq* 
for  which  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  under  onr 
bands  and  seals  this  thirtieth  day  of  April,  1763. 

Egremont  (L.  S.) 

Dunk  Halifax  (L.S.) 

To  George  Collins  and  Tho- 
mas Ardran,  two  of  his  ma- 
jesty's messengers  in  ordi- 
nary. 

Copy  of  the  warrant  of  commitment. 

Charles  earl  of  Egremont,  and  George  Dunk  earl  of 
Halifax,  lords  of  his  majesty's  most  honourable  privy 
council,  and  principal  secretaries  of  slate. 

These  are  in  his  majesty's  name  to  authorize  and  re- 
quire you  to  receive  into  your  custody  the  body  of  John 
Wilkes,  esq.  herewith  sent  you,  for  being  the  author  and 
publisher  of  a  most  infamous  and  seditious  libel,  intitlei 

»5 
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after  some  consultation,  thought  proper, 
in  order  to  evade  the  writ  of  habeas-cor- 
pus,  to  shift  the  custody  of  Mr.  Wiikes 
from  the  messengers  who  had  taken  him, 
into  the  hands  of  other  messengers ;  and  in 
this  manner  was  the  custody  of  Mr.  Wiikes 

the  North  Briton,  number  45,  tending  to  inflame  the 
minds  and  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  Ins 
majesty,  and  excite  them  to  traiterous  insurrections 
against  the  government.  And  to  keep  safe  and  close 
until  he  shall  be  delivered  by  due  course  of  law,  and 
for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  at  St. 
James's  the  30th  day  of  April,  1763,  in  the  third  year 
of  his  majesty's  reign. 

signed  Egremont  (L.  S.) 

Dunk  Halifax  (L.  S.) 
To    the    right   honourable 

John  Lord   Berkeley,  of 

Stratton,  constable  of  his  ' 

majesty's  tower  of  Lon- 
don, or  to  the  lieutenant 

of  the  said  tower,  or  his 

deputy. 

Major  Rainsford,  who  was  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
tower,  declared  that  he  had  othtr  orders  besides  the 
warrant. 
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changed  no  less  than  four  times  in  half  a  day. 

First,  he  was  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Black- 
more  and  James  Watson,  who  had  appre- 
hended him  under  the  general  warrant  ;  he 
was  carried  by  them  to  the  secretary  of  state's 
office,  where  he  is  in  the  custodv  of  the  earls 
of  Halifax  and  Egremont ;  they  transfer  him 
to  George  Collins  and  Thomas  Ardran ; 
and  finally,  these  last  deliver  him  to  the  de- 
puty-lieutenant of  the  Tower,  to  be  kept  a 
close  prisoner.  The  answer  of  the  two  messen- 
gers, Blackmore  and  Watson,  to  the  writ, 
was  c'  that  they  had  him  not  in  their  cus- 
tody." 

When  the  messengers  had  taken  Mr.  Wilkes 
to  lord  Halifax's,  they  were  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  his  dwelling  and  seize  all  his  papers, 
of  every  kind  whatever.  They  punctually 
obeyed  these  orders :  they  broke  open  every 
closet,  bureau,  and  drawer,  in  the  house  ; 
Mr.  Wood  (the  under  secretary  of  state)  and 
Mr.  Webb  (solicitor  to  the  treasury)  attend- 
ing during  this  whole  transaction.  Just  at  this 
time  earl  Temple,  Mr.  Townsend  (afterwards 
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lord  Sydney),  Mr.  Welsh,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Cotes,  and  other  gentlemen,  arrived  at  Mr. 
Wilkes's.  Mr.  Wood  asked  earl  Temple  if  he 
would  see  Mr.  Wilkes's  papers  sealed  up  :  but 
his  lordship  replied,  that  it  was  too  barbarous 
an  act  for  any  human  eye  to  witness;  and  all 
the  other  gentlemen  present  likewise  refused. 
The  papers  were  thrown  promiscuously  on 
the  floor  :  and  when  collected  from  every  part 
of  the  house,  they  were  thrust  into  a  sack ; 
his  Will  (which  was  sealed  and  indorsed 'J ,  and 
his  private  pocket-book,  closed  the  mouth 
of  the  sack, — which  was  then  carried  to  lord 
Halifax's. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  sent  to  the  Tower,  the  duke  of  Bolton 
and  earl  Temple  went  to  that  place,  but  they 
were  not  permitted  to  see  him.  They  offered 
to  become  his  bail,  to  the  amount  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  each ;  but  no  notice 
was  taken  of  their  proposal.  Mr.  Heaton 
Wilkes  (his  brother)  and  Mr.  Beardmore 
were  likewise  denied  admittance,  and  many 
ether  persons.    The  next  day  (Sunday)  they 
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repeated  their  application,  but  were  still  re- 
fused. The  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Tower 
kept  a  list  of  the  persons  who  applied  in  this 
manner. 

On  the  next  morning  (Monday,  May  2)  the 
court  of  common-pleas  ordered  a  return  ta 
their  writ  of  habeas-corpus.  The  return 
which  was  made  in  consequence,  not  appear- 
ing to  the  court  sufficient,  it  was  not  allowed 
to  be  filed ;  but  upon  motion  they  granted 
another  writ,  directed  to  "  the  constable  and 
so  forth  of  the  Tower  of  London." 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday  May  3,  Mr. 
"Wilkes  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  court 
of  common-pleas.  He  instantly  laid  his  case 
before  the    court  in    an    able  speech  ;#    his 

*  Mr.  Wilkes's  speech. 

"  I  feel  myself  happy  to  be  at  last  brought  before  a 
court,  and  before  judges,  whose  characteristic  is  the  love 
of  liberty.  I  have  many  humble  thanks  to  return  for 
the  immediate  order  you  were  pleased  to  issue,  to  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  laying  my  grievances  before  you. 
They  are  of  a  kind  hitherto  unparalleled  in  this  free 
country,  and  I  trust  the  consequences  will  teach  minis- 
ters of  arbitrary  principles;  that  the  liberty  of  an  English- 
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counsel  also,  Serjeant  Glynn,  pleaded  very  elo- 
quently in  his  behalf  j  asserting  that  his  corn- 
subject  is  not  to  be  sported  away  with  impunity,  in  this 
cruel  and  despotic  manner. 

"  I  am  accused  of  being  the  author  of  the  North 
Briton,  No.  45.  I  shall  only  remark  upon  that  paper, 
that  it  takes  all  the  load  of  accusation  from  the  sacred 
name  of  a  prince  whose  family  I  love  and  honour  as  the 
glorious  defenders  of  the  cause  of  liberty,— and  whose 
personal  qualities  are  so  amiable,  great,  and  respectable, 
that  he  is  deservedly  the  idol  of  his  people.  It  is  the  pe- 
culiar fashion  and  crime  of  these  times,  and  of  those  per- 
sons who  hold  high  ministerial  offices  in  government,  to 
throwr  every  odious  charge  from  themselves  upon  ma- 
jesty. The  author  of  this  paper,  whoever  he  may  be, 
has,  upon  constitutional  principles,  done  directly  the  re- 
verse ;  and  is  therefore,  in  me  the  supposed  author,  meant 
to  be  persecuted  accordingly.  The  particular  cruelties 
of  my  treatment,  worse  than  if  I  had  been  a  Scottish  re- 
bel, this  court  will  hear  ;  and,  I  dare  say  from  your  jus- 
tice, in  due  time  redress. 

44  I  shall  perhaps  still  have  the  means  left  me  to 
evince  that  I  have  been  superior  to  every  temptation  of 
corruption.  They  may,  indeed,  have  flattered  them- 
selves, that  when  they  found  corruption  could  not  pre- 
vail, persecution  might  intimidate.  I  will  shew  myself 
superior  to  both.     My  papers  have  been  seized  ;  per- 
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mitment  was  not  valid.  This  being  a  case 
of  great  expectation,  the  court  took  time  to 
consider  of  it :  and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  remand- 
ed back  to  the  Tower,  but  not  to  be  kept  a 
close  prisoner  ;  his  friend?  had  now  full  li- 
berty to  see  him  in  his  confinement.    When 


haps  with  a  hope  the  better  to  deprive  me  of  that  proof 
of  their  meanness,  and  corrupt  prodigality,  which  it  may 
possibly,  in  a  proper  place,  be  yet  in  my  pov>Ter  to  give." 

Copy  of  the  orders  applied  by  the  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  Tower,  to  the  detention  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 

"  That  the  warders  appointed  to  keep  a  close  pri- 
soner, shall  not  presume  to  leave  him  for  a  moment 
alone,  either  night  or  day,  or  to  change  their  duty  with 
other  warders,  but  by  particular  leave,  or  order  from 
the  constable,  lieutenant,  deputy-lieutenant,  or  (in  their 
absence)  the  major,    of  the  Tower. 

"  They  are  to  permit  no  person  to  have  admittance 
into  the  room  he  is  confined  in,  or  to  speak  to  him,  but 
by  a  particular  order  brought  them  by  the  major  or  gen- 
tleman jailer.*' 

During  the  close  confinement  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the 
warders  twice,  at  his  earnest  request,  brought  him  pen 
ink  and  paper,  to  write  to  his  daughter,  and  to  his  ser- 
vants ;  but  they  stood  by  his  chair  the  whole  time,  took 
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he  left  the  hall,  he  was  saluted  by  the  people 
with  the  loudest  acclamations,  and  in  the 


to  the  lieutenant-governor  what  he  wrote,  and  again 
carried  away  the  pen  ink  and  paper. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  Mr.  Wilkes 
wrote  in  the  Tower  to  his  daughter. 

"  Tower,  Sunday,  May  1,  1763. 

"   MY  DEAREST  POLLY, 

"  X  have  now  full  leisure  to  pay  my  compliments  to* 
you,  and  entirely  to  relieve  you  from  the  anxiety  your 
fcind  affection  for  me  will  necessarily  have  given  you  at 
hearing  of  my  commitment  to  this  place  Be  assured 
that  I  have  done  nothing  unworthy  of  a  man  of  honour, 
who  has  the  happiness  of  being  your  father. 

"  I  am  only  accused  of  writing  the  last  North  Briton  ; 
yet  my  sword  has  been  taken  from  me,  all  my  papers 
have  been  stolen  by  ruffians,  and  I  have  been  forcibly 
brought  here.  I  have  not  yet  seen  my  accusers,  nor 
have  I  heard  who  they  are.  My  friends  are  refused  ad- 
mittance to  me  :  lord  Temple  and  my  brother  could 
not  be  allowed  to  see  me  yesterday.  As- an  Englishman,, 
I  must  lament  that  rny  liberty  is  thus  wickedly  taken 
away  :  yet  I  am  not  unhappy  ;  for  my  honour  is  clear,, 
my  health  good,  and  my  spirit  unshaken, — I  believe 
indeed,  invincible.    The  most  pleasing  thoughts  I  have, 
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Tower  by  an  illustrious  train  of  visitors  from 
all  parts  of  the  town.  The  court  adjourned 
to  Friday  the  6th  of  May. 

During  this  interval,  his  majesty  gave  or- 
ders to  remove  Mr.  Wilkes  from  his  post 
of  colonel  of  the  Buckinghamshire  militia ; 
which  was  signified  to  him  by  earl  Temple, 
as  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county,  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  : 

"    SIR, 

"  At  my  return  last  night  from  the  Tower, 
I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  earl  of 


are  of  you  ;  the  most  agreeable  news  I  can  hear,  will  be 
of  the  continuance  of  your  health. 

"  I  beg  you  not  to  write  a  word  of  public  business,  or 
of  my  public  situation. — Can  you  get  me  made  mtmbre 
du  parkment  de  Paris  P  for  that  of  Westminster  is  los- 
ing all  its  privileges. — Continue  to  love  me  ;  and  believe 
me,  with  the  greatest  warmth  of  affection, 

your  obliged  father 

John  Wilkes.*1 

The  secretaries  of  state  did  not  choose  to  send  this 
letter  to  Paris.    But  it  was  printed  in  the  newspapers. 
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Egremont.  In  consequence  of  his  majesty  V 
commands  therein  signified,  you  will  please 
to  observe  that  you  no  longer  continue  co- 
lonel of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham. 

"  I  cannot,    at   the  same  time,  help  ex- 
pressing the  concern  I  feel  in  the  loss  of  an 
officer,  by  his  deportment  in  command  en- 
deared to  the  whole  corps. 
"  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Temple/5 

'"  Pali-Mall,  May  5,  1763." 

Enclosure. 

"   UY  LORD, 

"  The  king  having  judged  it  improper 
that  John  Wilkes,  esq.  should  any  longer 
continue  to  be  colonel  of  the  militia  for  the 
county  of  Buckingham,  1  am  commanded  to 
signify  his  majesty's  pleasure  to  your  lord- 
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ship,  that  you  do  forthwith  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  displacing  Mr.  Wilkes,  as  an 
officer  in  the  militia  for  the  said  county  of 
Buckingham. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  my  lord, 

your  lordship's  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

Egremont." 
«  Whitehall,  May  4,  1763." 

Mr.  Wilkes9 s  Answer. 
c<    MY  LORD, 

"  I  have  this  moment  the  honour  of  your 
lordship's  letter,  signifying  his  majesty's 
commands  that  I  should  no  longer  continue 
colonel  of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham. I  have  only  to  return  your  lord- 
ship my  warmest  thanks  for  the  spirit  and 
zeal  you  have  shewn  in  the  support  of  that 
constitutional  measure  from  the  very  begin- 
ning. Your  lordship  will  please  to  remem- 
ber, that  I  was  among  the  foremost  who 
offered  their  services  to  their  country  at  that 
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crisis.  Buckinghamshire  is  sensible,  and  has 
always  acknowledged,  that  no  man  but  your 
lordship  could  have  given  success  to  that 
measure  in  our  inland  county.  I  am  proud  of 
the  testimony  which  your  lordship  is  pleased 
to  give  me  ;  and  am  happy,  in  these  days  of 
peace,  to  leave  so  amiable  a  corps  in  that  per- 
fect harmony  which  has  from  the  beginning 
subsisted. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  unfeigned  respect, 
my  lord, 
your  lordship's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Wilkes." 
"Tower,  May  5,  1763/' 

On  Friday,  the  6th  of  May,  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  again  brought  up  from  the  Tower  to  the 
court  of  common-pleas  :  when  he  made  a 
very  able  address  to  the  bench  j*  at  the  con- 

*    "    MY   LORDS, 

*  Far  be  it  from  me  to  regret  that  I  have  passed  so 
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elusion  of  which  the  lord-chief-justice  Pratt 
rose,  and  pronounced  in  a  very  eloquent 
manner  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  fol- 
lowing account  of  his  lordship's  argument 
is  taken  from  the  notes  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 


many  more  days  in  captivity  ;  as  it  will  have  afforded 
you  an  opportunity  of  doing,  upon  mature  reflection, 
and  repeated  examination,  the  more  signal  justice  to  my 
country.  The  liberty  of  all  peers  and  gentlemen, — and 
(what  touches  me  more  sensibly )  that  of  all  the  middling 
and  inferior  set  of  people,  who  stand  most  in  need  of 
protection, — is,  in  my  case, this  day  to  be  finally  decided 
upon  ;  a  question  of  such  importance,  as  to  determine 
at  once  whether  English  liberty  be  a  reality  or  a  sha- 
dow. Your  own  free-born  hearts  will  feel  with  indig- 
nation and  compassion  all  that  load  of  oppression  under 
which  I  have  so  long  laboured  :  close  imprisonment, 
the  effect  of  premeditated  malice  ;  all  access  to  me  for 
more  than  two  days  denied ;  my  house  ransacked 
and  plundered ;  my  most  private  and  secret  concerns 
divulged ;  every  vile  and  malignant  insinuation,  even  of 
high  treason  itself,  no  less  industriously  than  falsely  cir- 
culated, by  my  cruel  and  implacable  enemies  ;  together 
with  all  the  various  insolence  of  office  ; — form  but  a  part 
of  my  unexampled  ill-treatment.     Such  inhuman  prin- 
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"  His  lordship  arranged  the  whole  matter 
in  question  under  three  distinct  heads  : 

"  First,  the  legality  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  com- 
mitment. 

"  Secondly,  the  necessity  of  a  specification 

ciples  of  star-chamber  tyranny,  will,  I  trust,  by  this 
court,  upon  this  solemn  occasion,  be  finally  extirpated  ; 
and  that  henceforth  every  innocent  man,  however  poor 
and  unsupported, may  hope  to  sleep  in  peace  and  security 
in  his  own  house,  unviolated  by  king's  messengers,  and 
the  arbitrary  mandates  of  an  overbearing  secretary  of 
state. 

"  I  will  no  longer  delay  your  justice.  The  nation  is 
impatient  to  hear,  nor  can  be  safe  or  happy  till  that  is 
obtained.  If  the  same  persecution  is,  after  all,  to  carry 
me  before  another  court,  I  hope  I  shall  find  that  the  ge- 
nuine spirit  of  Magna  Charta. — that  glorious  inheritance, 
that  distinguishing  characteristic  of  Englishmen,— is  as 
religiously  revered  there,  as  I  know  it  is  htre  by  the 
great  personages  before  whom  I  have  now  the  happi- 
ness to  stand  ;  and  that  (as  in  the  ever-memorable  case 
of  the  imprisoned  bishops)  an  independent  jury  of  free- 
born  Englishmen  will  persist  to  determine  my  fate,  as  in 
conscience  bound,  upon  constitutional  principles,  by  a 
verdict  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  I  ask  no  more  at  the  hands 
of  my  countrymen.'1 
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of  those  particular  passages  in  the  45th  num- 
ber of  the  North  Briton,  which  had  been 
deemed  a  libel. 

"  And  thirdly,  Mr.  Wilkes's  privilege  as 
a  member  of  parliament. 

M  With  respect  to  the  first,  his  lordship 
observed,  that  he  must  consider  a  secretary 
of  state's  warrant  through  the  whole  busi- 
ness  as  nothing  more  than  the  warrant  of  a 
common  justice  of  the  peace;  and  he  asserted 
that  no  magistrate  had  a  right  ex  officio  to  ap- 
prehend any  person  without  stating  the  par- 
ticular crime  of  which  he  was  accused  :  but 
at  the  same  time  he  observed,  there  were 
many  precedents  where  a  nice  combination 
of  circumstances  gave  so  strong  a  suspicion 
of  facts,  that  though  the  magistrate  could 
not  be  justified  ex  officio,  he  was  nevertheless 
supported  in  the  commitment  even  without 
receiving  any  particular  information  for  the 
foundation  of  his  charge.  The  word  charge, 
his  lordship  said,  was  in  general  greatly  mis- 
understood ;  and  did  not  mean  the  accu- 
sation brought  against  any  person  taken  up. 
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but  his  commitment  by  the  magistrate  before 
whom  he  might  be  brought.  Upon  the 
whole  of  this  point,  according  to  the  custo- 
mary rule, — which  had  been  for  a  series  of 
years  observed  by  the  sages  of  the  law  (even 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second,  when  the 
matter  was  so  frequently  contested), — his 
lordship  was  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Wilkes's 
commitment  was  not  illegal. 

"  With  respect  to  the  second  head — re- 
quiring a  specification  of  the  particular  pas- 
sages  in  the  forty-fifth  number  of  the  North 
Briton  which  were  deemed  a  libel, — his  lord- 
ship said,  that  the  insertion  of  these  passages, 
so  far  as  they  related  to  the  point  in  question, 
was  not  at  all  necessary  :  for  even  supposing 
the  whole  of  the  forty-fifth  number  of  the 
North  Briton  to  have  been  inserted  in  the 
body  of  the  warrant,  yet  it  by  no  means  came 
under  his  lordship's  cognizance  at  that  time  ; 
for  the  matter  in  consideration  then  was,  not 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  but  the  legality  of 
the  commitment  j — the  nature  of  the  offence 
not  resting  in  the  bosom  of  a  judge,  with* 
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out  the  assistance  of  a  jury,  and  not  being 
a  proper  subject  of  inquiry  until  regularly 
brought  on  to  be  tried  in  the  customary  way 
of  proceeding. 

"  With  respect  to  the  last  head, — How* 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  right  to  plead  his  privilege 
as  a  member  of  parliament,— his  lordship  said* 
that  there  were  but  three  cases  which  could 
possibly  affect  the  privilege  of  a  member  of 
parliament ;  and  these  were  treason,  felony, 
and  the  peace.  c  The  peace,5  as  it  is  written 
in  the  institutes  of  the  law^  signifies  a  breach 
of  the  peace.     It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
when  the   seven  bishops  were  sent  to  the 
Tower,  the  plea  that  was  used  when  the  spi- 
ritual lords  contended  for   their   privilege, 
was,  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  disturb 
the  peace.     This,  at  that  arbitrary  time,  was 
judged  sufficient  to  forfeit  their  privilege  j 
but,  his  lordship  observed,  out  of  the  four 
judges  there  was  but  one  honest  man, — that 
was,  Powel, — and  he  declined  giving  any  opi- 
nion*    His  lordship  then,  turning  to  his  bre- 
thren on  each  side  (the  other  judges  were 
vol.  I.  G 
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Give,  Bathurst,  and  Gould),  said,  that  the 
privilege  of  parliament  must  be  held  invio- 
lable and  sacred  :  there  were  but  three  cases  in 
which  that  privilege  was  forfeited,  and  it  only 
remained  to  examine  how  far  Mr.  Wilkes's 
privilege  was  endangered.  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
accused  of  writing  a  libel :  a  libel,  in  the 
sense  of  the  law,  was  a  high  misdemeanour, 
but  did  not  come  within  the  description  of 
treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace ;  at 
most  it  had  but  a  tendency  to  disturb  the 
peace,  and  consequently  could  not  be  sufficient 
to  destroy  the  privilege  of  parliament" 

The  court  were  unanimous  in  this  opi- 
nion ;  and  thereupon  Mr.  Wilkes  was  or- 
dered to  be  discharged.  Upon  which  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  bench,  in  a  speech 
which  the  reader  will  find  below  in  the 
note  *. 

*    "    MY   LORDS, 

u  Great  as  my  joy  must  naturally  be  at  the  decision 
which  this  court,  with  a  true  spirit  of  liberty,  has  been 
pleased  to  make  concerning  the  unwarrantable  seizure 
of  my  person,  and  all  the  other  consequential  griev- 
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When  Mr.  Wilkes  had  finished  this  ad- 
dress, the  audience  broke  out  into  an  univer- 
sal shout  of  applause,  which  was  often  re« 
peated.  Mr.  Wilkes  staid  some  time  in  a 
room  adjoining  to  the  court,  in  expectation 
that  the  crowd  would  disperse :  at  last,  find- 
ing that  it  continually  increased,  he  left  the 
place  by  a  private  door;  but  was  recognized 
by  a  prodigious  multitude  of  people,  who 

ances, — allow  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  feel  far  less  sen- 
sibly on  my  account,  than  I  do  for  the  public.  The 
sufferings  of  an  individual  are  a  trifling  object,  when 
compared  with  the  whole  ;  and  I  should  blush  to  feel  for 
myself  in  comparison  with  considerations  of  a  nature  so 
transcendently  superior. 

"  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  my  poor  thanks ;  thanks 
are  due  to  you  from  the  whole  English  nation,  and  from 
all  the  subjects  of  the  English  crown.  They  will  be 
paid  you  ;  together  with  every  testimony  of  zeal  and  af- 
fection to  the  learned  serjeant  (Glynn)  who  has  so 
ably  and  so  constitutionally  pleaded  my  cause,  and  in 
mine  (with  pleasure  I  say  it)  the  cause  of  liberty* 
Every  testimony  of  my  gratitude  is  justly  due  to  you  ; 
and  I  take  leave  of  this  court  with  a  veneration  and  re- 
spect which  no  time  can  obliterate,  nor  can  the  most 
grateful  heart  sufficiently  express." 
G    2 
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attended  him,  amidst  continual  acclamations, 
to  his  house  in  Great  George-street,  West- 
minster. The  evening  concluded  with  bon- 
fires, illuminations,  and  other  rejoicings. 


CORRESPONDENCE    WITH     THE    SECRETARIES 
OF  STATE. 

j^lS  soon  as  Mr.  Wilkes  came  home  from 
the  court  of  common-pleas,  he  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  secretaries  of  state. 

"  Great  George-street,  May  6,  1763. 
"    MY  LORDS, 

"  On  my  return  here  from  Westminster- 
hall,  where  I  have  been  discharged  from  my 
commitment  to  the  Tower  under  your  lord- 
ships' warrant,  I  find  that  my  house  has  been 
robbed,  and  am  informed  that  the  stolen  goods 
are  in  the  possession  of  one  or  both  of  your 
lordships.  I  therefore  insist  that  you  do 
forthwith  return  them  to 

your  humble  servant, 

John  Wilkes." 
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Some  timid  people  blamed  this  letter,  as 
indecent  towards  the  secretaries  of  state.  Ti- 
midity is  seldom  correct.  The  expression 
of  stolen  goods  alluded  to  some  property  that 
was  taken  exclusive  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  letters 
and  papers ;  particularly  to  a  silver  can- 
dlestick taken  out  of  his  bedchamber,,  his 
pocket-book  containing  some  bills,  and  a 
quarto  paper  book  consisting  of  domestic 
accounts.  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  serjeant 
Glynn  were  present  when  he  wrote  the  let- 
ter, and  they  both  approved  of  it.  This  last 
fact  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Wilkes  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Cotes,  dated  December  10,  1764.* 

The  next  morning  (May  7)  Mr.  Wilkes, 
attended  by  Mr.  Grignion,  of  Russel-street, 
Covent-garden,  went  to  the  police-office, 
in  Bow-street,  and  demanded  a  warrant  to 
search  the  houses  of  the  earls  of  Eoremont 

o 

and  Halifax  for  the  goods  stolen  out  of  his 
own, — which  (as  he  hadreceived  information) 
were  lodged  at  the  said  houses,  or  one  of 

*  See  vol  ii.  p.  99,  of  this  work. 
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them ;  but  John  Spinnage,  esq.  the  sitting 
magistrate,  refused  to  issue  a  warrant  for 
that  purpose. 

The  secretaries  of  state  sent  to  Mr.  Wilkes 
the  following  answer  to  his  letter. 

"  Great  George-street,  May  7,  1763, 
u    SIR, 

u  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday, 

in  which  you  take  upon  you  to  make  use  of 
the  indecent  and  scurrilous  expressions  of 
your  having  *  found  your  house  had  been  rob- 
bed, and  that  the  stolen  goods  are  in  our 
possession  ;'  we  acquaint  you  that  your  pa- 
pers were  seized  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
charge  brought  against  you,  for  being  the 
author  of  an  infamous  and  seditious  libel, 
tending  to  inflame  the  minds,  and  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  majesty, 
and  excite  them  to  traiterous  insurrections 
against  the  government:  for  which  libel,  not- 
withstanding your  discharge  from  your  com- 
mitment to  the  Tower,  his  majesty  has  or- 


JOHN  WILKES,    ESQ.  I  2J 

dered  you  to  be  prosecuted  by  his  attorney- 
general. 

"  We  are  at  a  loss  to  guess  what  you  mean 
by  stolen  goods :  but  such  of  your  papers  as 
do  not  lead  to  a  proof  of  your  guilt,  shall  be 
restored  to  you  ;  such  as  are  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  our  duty  to  deliver  over 
to  those  whose  business  it  is  to  collect  the 
evidence,  and  manage  the  prosecution  against 

YOU. 

4 

"  We  are 

your  humble  servants. 

Eg  R  E.MONT, 

Dunk  Halifax/' 

Here  is  a  direct  avowal  of  the  motive  for 
seizing  Mr.  Wilkes's  papers ;  a  motive  so 
malignant  and  detestable,  as  must  make  every 
man  shudder  at  the  very  mention  of  it.  It 
was  observed  by  a  very  able  lawyer  (Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Hewitt, — -afterwards  lord  Lifford,  and 
lord-chancellor  of  Ireland),  that  this  evidence 
was  collected  with  as  much  violence,  and  with 
as  little  right  by  law,  as  some  other  collections 
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are  made,  for  which  the  collectors  are  hanged 
when  taken. 

To  the  answer  of  the  secretaries  of  state, 
Mr.  Wilkes  sent  the  following  reply. 

u  Great  George-street,  May  9,  1765. 
u    MY  LORDS, 

"  Little  did  I  expect,  when  I  was  requiring 
from  your  lordships  what  an  Englishman  has 
a  right  to, — his  property  taken  from  him  (and 
.said  to  be  in  your  lordships'  possession,) — 
that  I  should  have  received  in  answer,  from 
persons  in  your  high  station,  the  expressions 
of  c  indecent  and  scurrilous5  applied  to  my  le- 
gal demands. 

"  The  respect  I  bear  to  his  majesty,  whose 
servants  it  seems  you  still  are  (though  you 
gland  legally  convicted  of  having  in  me  vio- 
lated, in  the  highest  and  most  offensive  man- 
ner, the  liberties  of  all  the  commons  in  Eng- 
land), prevents  my  returning  you  an  answer 
in  the  same  Billingsgate  language.  If  I  con- 
sidered you  only  in  your  private  capacities* 
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I  should  treat  you  both  according  to  your 
deserts  :  but  where  is  the  wonder  that  men 
who  have  attacked  the  sacred  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  have  issued  an  illegal  warrant  to 
seize  his  property,  should  proceed  to  such 
libellous  expressions  ?    You  say,  c  that  such 
of  my  papers  shall  be  restored  to  me,  as  do 
not  lead  to  a  proof  of  my  guilt.'     I  owe  this 
to  your   apprehension   of  an  action,  not  to 
your  love  of  justice  ;  and  in  that  light,  if  I 
can  believe  your  lordships'   assurances,  the 
whole  will  be  returned  to  me.     I  fear  neither 
your  prosecution,  nor  your  persecution  ;  and 
I  will  assert  the  security  of  my  own  house, 
the  liberty  of  my  person,  and  every  right  of 
the  people,  not  so  much  for  my  own  sake, 
as  for  the  sake  of  every  one  of  my  English 
fellow-subjects. 

**I  am,  my  lords T 

your  humble  servant, 

John  Wilkf.s." 

Mr.  serjeant  Glynn  read  this  letter  also  be- 
fore it  was  sent,  and  approved  of  it. 
G  5 
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DISMISSION  OF  EARL  TEMPLE. 

4L  HE  same  persons  who  had  procured  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Wilkes  from  the  command  of 
the  Bucks  militia,  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
advised  his  majesty  to  displace  earl  Temple  as 
lord-lieutenant  of  that  county.  This  mark 
of  impotent  malice  met  with  the  merited  con- 
tempt of  the  public  in  general ;  and  his  ami- 
able countess,  on  the  occasion,  presented  him 
with  the  following  lines  : 

To  honour  virtue  in  the  lord  of  Stowe, 
The  pow'r  of  courtiers  can  no  further  go  ; 
Forbid  him  court,  from  council  blot  his  name, — 
E'en  these  distinctions  cannot  rase  his  fame. 
Friend  to  the  liberties  of  England's  state, 
'Tis  not  to  courts  he  looks  to  make  him  great ; 
He  to  his  much-lov'd  country  trusts  his  cause, 
And  dares  assert  the  honour  of  her  laws. 

Lord  le   Despenser,    who  had   been  lord 
Bute's  *  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  was  ap- 

*  See  page  75,  above. 
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pointed  to  the  vacant  lieutenancy  :  the  dis- 
mission took  place  on  the  7th  of  May,  and 
the  new  appointment  was  made  on  the  9th. 

Lord  Temple's  conduct  had  always  been 
marked  with  the.  most  devoted  loyalty  to- 
wards the  crown,  and  the  most  endearing 
deportment  to  the  county  ;  for  these  were 
the  natural  features  of  his  political  principles 
and  his  private  manners:  no  one  was  more 
patriotic  j  none  more  amiable. 


TRIALS     OF     THE     KING  S    MESSENGERS,    AND 
THE   SECRETARIES  OF  STATE. 

WHEN  Mr.  Wilkes  was  discharged  by  the 
court  of  common-pleas,  lord  Temple  resolved 
that  actions  at  law  should  be  commenced 
against  the  king's  messengers ;  the  secreta- 
ries, and  the  under-secretary  (Wood), of  state ; 
and  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  (Webb); 
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for  the  illegally  seizing  of  Mr,  Wilkes,  and 
all  the  other  persons  apprehended  under  the 
general  warrant.  But  as  this  was  a  matter 
in  which  his  lordship  could  not  publicly  ap- 
pear, it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Wilkes  and  the 
other  injured  parties  should  be  the  ostensible 
plaintiffs  in  these  causes. 

The  first  trial  of  the  king's  messengers 
came  on  in  the  court  of  common- pleas  at 
Guildhall,  before  lord-chief-justice  Pratt,  on 
the  6th  of  July,  1 763.  The  points  contended 
for  on  the  part  of  the  crown  were,  1.  The 
legality  of  the  warrant ;  2.  The  due  execu- 
tion of  that  warrant ;  3.  A  consideration  of 
two  acts  of  parliament,  of  the  7th  of  James  I. 
and  the  24th  of  George  II.,  in  the  nature  of 
a  bar  to  the  action  against  the  defendants : — 
and  the  counsel  for  the  crown  insisted  that 
the  jury  should  find  a  special  verdict. 

The  chief-justice,  however,  gave  it  as  his 
©pinion,  that  the  jury  could  not  be  compelled 
to  find  a  special  verdict :  and  likewise  de- 
livered his  judgment  upon  the  three  points 
of  law,  viz,  1  •  That  the  warrant  was  illegal  y 
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2.  That  it  was  illegally  executed  ;  3.  That 
the  secretaries  of  state  were  not  within  the 
acts  of  parliament  of  James  I.  and  George  II., 
and  consequently  that  the  action  would  lie 
against  the  messengers. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict,  with  three  hun- 
dred pounds  damages,  for  the  plaintiff,  who 
in  this  cause  was  one  of  the  journeymen 
printers  taken  into  custody  by  the  authority 
of  the  general  warrant.  All  the  other  per- 
sons attached  by  the  same  authority  brought 
actions,  and  they  all  recovered  damages :  but 
in  every  one  of  these  causes  the  counsel  for 
the  crown,  immediately  upon  the  verdict 
being  recorded,  tendered  a  bill  of  exception 
against  the  opinions  of  the  chief-justice  and 
the  verdicts  of  the  jury;  and  even  the  first 
of  these  bills  appeared  ready  engrossed  upon 
two  skins  of  parchment.  This  conduct 
shewed  that  the  ministry  were  determined  to 
support  and  defend  these  violent  measures 
with  all  their  power;  and  the  following  au- 
thentic paper  verifies  this  fact* 
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Extract  from  the  Treasury  Minute-Book. 

"  Whitehall  Treasury  Chamber. 

u  Present— Mr.  Grenville,  first  commissioner, 
and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ; 

Lord  North, 

Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Harris. 
"  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sig- 
nifies to  my  lords  his  majesty's  pleasure,  that 
all  expences  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  in 
consequence  of  actions  brought  against  the 
earl  of  Halifax,  one  of  his  majesty's  princi- 
pal secretaries  of  state,  the  Under-Secretary 
and  messengers,  and  the  solicitor  of  this 
office,  for  proceedings  had  by  them  in  exe- 
cuting the  business  of  their  respective  offices 
against  the  publishers  of  several  scandalous 
and  seditious  libels,  should  be  defrayed  by 
the  crown  ;  and  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  mo- 
ney should  be,  from  time  to  time,  issued  to 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  for  that  pur- 
pose." 
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Another  circumstance  not  unworthy  of  no- 
tice is,  that  lord  North  confessed  in  one  of  the 
debates  on  the  arrears  of  the  civil  list  some 
time  afterwards,  that  these  law  proceedings 
cost  government  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

And  here  it  must  be  observed,  that  had 
not  a  heavy  purse  been  found,  to  contend 
against  the  public  treasury,  these  illegal  and 
arbitrary  transactions  could  never  have  been 
brought  to  a  judicial  condemnation.  It  is  to 
Earl  Temple,  and  to  him  alone,  that  the 
nation  owes  the  condemnation  of  general 
warrants,  and  the  arbitrary  seizure  of  persons 
and  papers.  Every  body  knows  that  Mn 
Wilkes  had  not  fortune  sufficient  to  enter  the 
lists  with  government.  Earl  Temple  spared  no 
expence  ;  he  relaxed  in  no  exertion.  Inflex- 
ible in  his  principles,  firm  in  his  resolution, 
he  was  the  sinew  of  that  authority  which 
gave  security  to  every  man  in  his  own  house. 
In  former  cases  of  general  warrants,  the  un- 
fortunate persons   had  no  protectors ;    and 
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therefore  they  sunk  under  the  weight  of 
oppression  :  this  was  the  first  time  that  the 
arbitrary  conduct  of  government  in  that  re- 
spect was  brought  under  a  legal  inquisition. 

Actions  were  also  brought  against  lord  Ha- 
lifax, secretary  of  state  ;*  Mr.  Wood,  the 
Under-Secretary  of  state  ;  and  Mr.  Webb,  so- 
licitor  of  the  treasury.  Lord  Halifax  evaded 
the  action  by  casting  essoigns,  pleading  privi- 
lege, and  at  length  standing  out  in  contempt 
of  the  court,  till  Mr.  Wilkes  was  outlawed.! 

But  when  the  outlawry  was  reversed,  the 
action  was  revived  ;  and  it  was  tried  in  the 
court  of  common-pleas,  before  lord-chief-jus- 
tice Wilmot,  on  the  j  oth  of  November,  1769J. 
when  the  jury  gave  Mr.  Wilkes  four  thou- 
sand pounds  damages. — A  singular  circum- 
stance appeared  upon  the  trial.  Lord  Halifax 
did  not  rely  entirely  upon  the  document  en- 
tered in  the  treasury  minute-book,  for  his 

*  Lord  Egremont,  the  other  secretary  of  state,  died> 
t  See  vol.  iii.  p.  215,  of  the  present  work. 
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exoneration  from  the  expences  of  this  action  ; 
but  had  also  procured  a  privy-seal  for  that 
purpose,* — that  is,  a  warrant  signed  by  the 
lord-privy-seal,  by  way  of  indemnification 
for  whatever  damages  Mr.  Wilkes  should  re- 
cover. 

The  action  against  Mr.  Wood  was  tried  in 
the  court  of  common-pleas  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1763,  before  lord- chief-justice 
Pratt ;  when  the  jury  gave  Mr.  Wilkes  one 
thousand  pounds  damages. 

Although  the  public-spirited  liberality,  and 
disinterested  patriotism,  indisputably  shewn 
in  bringing  these  important  causes  to  issue, 
are  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  earl  Temple  ;  yet 
Lord-chief-justice  Pratt  is  equally  enti- 
tled to  the  applause  and  gratitude  of  the  na- 
tion, for  his  most  honourable  and  intrepid 
resolution  in  declaring  the  law  upon  the  most 
interesting  points  of  public  liberty  and  safety. 


*  This  warrant  was   signed  by  the  date 
rough,  who  then  held  that  office* 
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On  the  trial  of  Mr.  Wood  (the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury),  Mr.  Webb,  as  a  witness,  swore, 
that  while  he  was  in  Mr.  Wilkes's  house,  he 
had  no  key  in  his  hand ;  referring  to  the  un- 
locking of  Mr.  Wilkes's  bureau  and  drawers. 
For  this  evidence  he  was  indicted  for  per- 
jury,  and  tried  before  lord  Mansfield ;  when 
the  jury,  after  staying  out  a  considerable 
time,  acquitted  him.  He  died  before  the  ac- 
tion brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Wilkes  could 
be  tried.* 


Vol.  ii.  page  72,  &c. 
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-MR.  WILKES    ERECTS    A     PRINTING-PRESS    IN 
HIS  HOUSE. 

JL  HIS  fatal  measure  was  his  ruin.  Hitherto 
the  ministry  had  no  evidence  of  his  being 
either  the  author  or  publisher  of  the  North 
Briton.  His  sincere  friends  instantly  foresaw, 
and  particularly  his  truest  and  best  friend 
earl  Temple,  that  by  admitting  a  number  of 
persons  into  his  house  to  reprint  the  North 
Briton,  and  to  print  some  other  pieces,  he 
gave  government  an  opportunity  to  obtain 
that  evidence  against  him  which  they  wanted. 
The  editor  of  the  present  work  heard  lord 
Temple  assure  Mr.  Wilkes  that  he  (Wilkes) 
could  not  name  any  sum  of  money  which 
his  lordship  would  not  be  ready  to  ad- 
vance, if  Mr.  Wilkes  would  remove  the  print- 
ing-press ;  but  he  was  obstinate,  and  would 
yield  to  no  entreaty.  He  had  been  flattered 
by  a  few  insidious  people,  that  a  new  edition 
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of  his  North  Briton,  corrected  and  printed 
by  himself,  would  have  an  immense  sale,  and 
gain  him  a  considerable  sum  of  money  ;  but 
the  reverse  proved  the  case. 

All  the  law-proceedings  against  him  con- 
cerning the  North  Briton,  were  supported  by 
the  evidence  and  treachery  of  the  people 
whom  he  employed  in  his  house,  and  who 
were  the  only  witnesses  produced  against 
him.  For  this  act  of  re-printing  the  North 
Briton,  he  was  tried  and  convicted  :  he  print- 
ed also  a  few  copies  of  a  third  volume  of  the 
North  Briton,  for  particular  friends  ;  but.  this 
was  never  published.  He  at  the  same  time 
printed,  under  the  strictest  privacy  and  cau- 
tion, twelve  copies  of  part  of  an  infamous 
poem,  called  an  Essay  on  Woman  ;  for  which 
he  was  also  prosecuted  and  convicted,  upon 
the  same  evidence  ; — one  of  the  journeymen 
having  stolen  a  copy  of  it,  to  the  commission, 
of  which  act  of  treachery  and  dishonesty  he 
wras  bribed  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 
The  copy  thus  obtained  was  laid  before  the 
cabinet  council ;  who  resolved  to  prosecute 
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Mr.  Wilkes  for  printing  it,  on  the  single  evi- 
dence of  this  man.  Mr.  Wilkes  observed 
with  truth  on  this  subject,  "  that  if  the  North 
Briton  had  never  appeared,  the  Essay  on 
Woman  would  never  have  been  called  in 
question."* 


AFFIDAVITS  OF  JOHN  GARDINER,    ESQ^ 
MICHAEL     CURRY,    PRINTER;      AND     GEORGE 
KEARSLEY,    BOOKSELLER. 

[The  three  following  testimonies  upon  oath,  are  clear, 
full,  and  conclusive  to  the  important  points  to  which  they 
relate  :  and  as  they  are  the  only  documents  of  the  facts 
which  they  contain,  they  deserve  a  place  in  this  work.] 

LONDON,  TO  WIT. 

JOHN  GARDINER,  of  the  Inner-Temple, 
Esq.  barrister  at  law,  maketh  oath  and  saith, 
that  about  twelve  or  one  o'clock  in  the  fore- 


*  See  also  vol.  ii.  pages  9  and  following,  of  the  pre- 
sent work. 
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noon,  on  Saturday  the  thirtieth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
he,  this  deponent,  (being  in  Westminster-hall) 
heard,  that  a  motion  was  then  making  in  his 
majesty's  court  of  common-pleas,  for  an  ha- 
beas-corpus,  to  bring  up  the  body  of  John 
Wilkes,  esq.  who,  as  this  deponent  was  then 
informed,  was  a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of 
some  of  his  majesty's  messengers  in  ordinary  ; 
and  this  deponent  saith,  that  he,  immediately 
upon  receiving  such  information,  went  into 
the  said  court  of  common-pleas,  in  order  to 
see  the  event  of  the  said  motion.  And  this 
deponent  further  saith,  that  as  soon  as  the 
said  court  had  ordered  the  said  writ  of  ha- 
beas-corpus  to  issue,  this  deponent  went  to 
the  house  of  the  said  John  Wilkes,  esq.  in 
Great  George-street,  Westminster,  at  the 
door  of  which  house  this  deponent  saw  se- 
veral gentlemen  (friends  of  the  said  John 
Wilkes,  as  this  deponent  then  understood  and 
believed)  who  informed  this  deponent,  that 
they  could  not  gain  any  admission  into  the 
said  house  j  and  further  told  this  deponent, 
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that  the  king's  messengers  were  in  possession 
of  the  said  house,  and  kept  the  door  thereof: 
whereupon  this  deponent  went  up  to  the  door 
of  the  said  house,  and  knocked  at  the  same ; 
which  was  soon  opened,  and  kept  a  little  way 
open,  by  some  person  or  persons  from  within. 
This  deponent  then  asked  Mr.  Wilkes's  ser- 
vant, who  appeared  through  the  said  opening 
of  the  said  door,  whether  his  master  was 
within  ?  Such  servant  returned  for  answer, 
that  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes  was  not ;  and  added, 
that  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  carried  to, 
and  then  was  at,  lord  Halifax's.  This  depo- 
nent then  asked  the  said  servant  to  let  this 
deponent  into  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes's  house  ; 
to  which  the  said  servant  made  answer,  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power,  for  that  the  messen- 
gers were  in  possession  of  the  door.  This 
deponent  then  desired  to  see  such  messen- 
gers ;  upon  which,  one  of  the  said  messengers 
(whose  name  wasBlackmore,  as  this  deponent 
believes)  came  in  sight.  This  deponent  then 
asked  the  said  messenger,  by  what  authority 
he  kept  Mr.  Wilkes's  friends  out  of  his  house? 
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Such  messenger  made  answer,  that  he  acted 
by  virtue,  or  under  the  authority,  of  the  se- 
cretary or  secretaries  of  state,  or  used  words 
to  that  or  the  like  purport  or  effect.  This  de- 
ponent then  desired  such  messenger  to  shew 
his  authority,  or  produce  the  orders  of  the 
secretaries  of  state ;  which  such  messenger 
refusing  to  produce,  this  deponent  then  turn- 
ed his  discourse  to  the  aforesaid  servant  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  and  asked  him  if  his  master  had 
given  any  orders  to  keep  his  friends  out  of 
his  house  ?  Such  servant  replied,  his  master 
had  given  no  such  orders :  whereupon  this 
deponent  turned  round  to  the  aforesaid  ger/- 
tlemen,  whom  he  found  at  the  said  Mr. 
Wilkes's  door  as  aforesaid,  and  desired  them 
to  follow  him ;  and  with  one  push  or  shove, 
opened  the  said  door,  and  got  into  the  said 
house,  and  went  with  all  the  said  gentlemen 
into  the  front  parlour  of  the  said  house : 
(among  the  said  gentlemen  were,  to  the  best 
of  this  deponent's  belief  and  recollection,  Mr. 
Townsend,  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr. 
Cotes,    Mr.  Philipps,  and    several   others :) 


JOHN  WILKES,    ESQ^  I45 

this  deponent  then  talked  with  the  said  mes- 
sengers, and  told  them  that  he  (this  deponent) 
thought  they  had  acted  in  a  most  illegal  and 
unjustifiable  manner,  and  that  he  (this  depo- 
nent) apprehended  they  would  be  severely 
punished  for  such  an  outrage  upon  the  laws  of 
their  country.     Soon  after  Mr.  Wood  (who, 
as  this  deponent  was  informed  and  believes, 
was  then  deputy  secretary  of  state)  came  into 
the  said  parlour  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes's 
house,  and  immediately  interrogated  the  said 
messengers  (in  a  passionate  tone  of  voice,  as 
this  deponent  apprehended),  Who  had  sent 
for  him  ?  Which  question  the  said  messengers 
not  immediately    answering,  the   said   Mr. 
Wood  repeated  the  same  once  again,  or  more. 
Some  of  the  messengers  then  said,  they  had 
all  sent  for  him,  for  that  those  gentlemen 
(meaning,  as  this  deponent  believes,  this  de- 
ponent and  the  said  other  friends  of  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes)  would  force  their  way  into  the 
house.     The  said  Mr.  Wood  then  asked  (in 
the  same  haughty  tone  of  voice),  Who  was 
the  person   that  would   force  his  way,  or 
vol.  u  H 
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would  come  in  ?  or  used  words  to  that  or 
the  like  purport  or  effect.     This  deponent 
made  answer,  and  declared,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  persons  that  would  come  into  the  said 
house,  but  that  he  knew  of  no  force  by  him- 
self or  the  said  friends  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  or  used 
words  to  that  or  the  like  effect;  and  all  or 
most  of  the  said  gentlemen,  who  were  friends 
of  the  said  Mr. Wilkes,  joined  in  the  said  decla- 
ration.    Soon  after  this,  one  Philip  Carteret 
Webb  made  his  appearance  in  the  said  house, 
and  entered  into  some  private  discourse  with 
the  said   Mr.  Wood ;     after   which,   to   the 
best  of  this  deponent's  recollection  as  to  point 
of  time,  the  right  honourable  earl  Temple 
came  into  the  said  parlour,  when  some  dis- 
course passed  between  the  said  earl  and  the 
said  Mr.  Wood  and  the  said  Mr.  Webb  ;  and 
after  a  good  deal  of  altercation  between  the 
said  Mr.  Wood  and  the  said  Mr.  Webb,  and 
the  said  friends  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  the 
said  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb  (who  seemed 
to  take  upon  themselves  the  sole  direction 
and   disposition   of  the   said   Mr.    Wilkes's 
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house,  and  of  every  thing  therein)  asked  the 
said  earl,  if  he  choosed  to  attend  the  officers 
or  messengers  while  they  were  sealing  up  all 
the  said  Mr*  Wilkes's  papers  ?  which  the  said 
earl  then  refused.  The  said  Mr.  Wood  and 
Mr.  Webb  then  made  the  same  offer  to  this 
deponent,  and  to  the  other  friends  of  the 
said  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Soon  after,  this  deponent  quitted  the 
house  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  went  with 
Mr.  Beardmore  (the  solicitor  of  the  said  Mr. 
Wilkes)  to  the  Tower  of  London,  where 
the  said  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  just  commit- 
ted a  prisoner,  as  this  deponent  had  been 
informed  ;  and  this  deponent  there  applied 
to  major  Rainsford,  who  then  commanded 
in  the  said  Tower,  and  desired  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  order  to 
consult  with  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  fix 
upon  a  legal  mode  or  plan  for  his  enlarge- 
ment :  but  the  said  major  Rainsford  then 
acquainted  this  deponent,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  secretaries  of  state, 
not  to  admit  any  person  whatever  to  speak 
H  2 
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with  or  see  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes ;  and  fur- 
ther informed  this  deponent,  that  he  (the 
said  major  Rainsford)  had  just  before  refus- 
ed lord  Temple  the  like  admittance  to  the 
said  John  Wilkes  ;  and  this  deponent  further 
saith,  that,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's  re- 
collection and  belief,  the  said  major  Rains- 
ford  demanded  of  this  deponent  his  name  ; 
and  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had 
orders  to  take  down  the  names  of  all  persons 
who  should  apply  for  admittance  to  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes. 

And  this  deponent,  upon  his  oath  afore- 
said, further  saith,  that  between  the  hours 
of  twelve  and  one  on  Sunday  May  the  first, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  he,  this  deponent,  called  again  upon 
the  said  major  Rainsford  and  again  desired 
the  said  major  Rainsford  to  admit  him  (this 
deponent)  to  see  and  consult  with  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes:  but  the  said  major  Rainsford 
then  again  refused  this  deponent ;  as  he 
did  soon  after  several  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men, and  Mr.  Heaton  Wilkes  (the  brother 
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of  the  said  John  Wilkes),  who  all  applied  to 
the  said  major  Rainsford  for  a  like  admit- 
tance to  the  said  John  Wilkes,  in  the  pre- 
sence  of  this  deponent.  The  said  Mr.  Webb 
(who  appeared  to  be,  and  was,  as  this  de- 
ponent believes,  a  director  and  adviser  in  all 
the  proceedings  against  the  said  John  Wilkes) 
then  being  present  in  the  said  major  Rains- 
ford's  room  ;  this  deponent  applied  to  the 
said  Mr.  Webb  for  admittance  to  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes.  The  said  Mr.  Webb  there- 
upon desired  the  said  major  Rainsford  to 
permit  this  deponent  to  see  and  converse 
with  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes.  The  said  major 
Rainsford  answered,  his  orders  were  to  admit 
no  person  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  that  he  could 
not  comply  with  what  the  said  Mr.  Webb 
requested,  or  used  words  to  that  or  the  like 
purport  and  effect.  The  said  Mr.  Webb  then 
replied,  that  it  could  not  be  the  intentions 
of  the  secretaries  of  state  to  keep  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes  so  close  a  prisoner  ;  and  again 
desired  the  said  major  Rainsford  to  admit 
this  deponent  to  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 
added  that  he  (the  said  Mr.  Webb)  would 
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indemnify  him  (meaning  the  said  majdf 
Rainsford);  to  which  the  said  major  Rains- 
ford  then  further  answered,  that  he  could 
not  comply  with  the  said  Mr.  Webb's  re- 
quest, nor  would  he  break  or  disobey  orders, 
or  used  words  to  that  or  the  like  purport 
and  effect.  The  said  Mr.  Webb  then  said, 
that  if  either  of  the  secretaries  of  state  were 
in  town,  he  would  apply  to  them,  and  ob- 
tain an  order  to  admit  this  deponent  to  the 
said  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  that  he  would  either 
send  or  bring  such  order  for  such  admittance 
in  the  afternoon.  This  deponent,  confiding 
in  the  said  promise  of  the  said  Mr.  Webb, 
went  again  to  the  said  Tower  between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  of  the  same  first  of  May, 
and  again  applied  to  the  said  major  Rains- 
ford  for  such  admittance  ;  but  was  again  re- 
fused admittance  by  the  said  major,  who 
then  informed  this  deponent,  that  he  had  not 
received  any  orders  from  the  secretaries  of 
state,  nor  had  he  heard  any  thing  from  the 
said  Mr.  Webb.  And  this  deponent  further 
saith,  that  he  (this  deponent)  on  Monday 
the  second  of  May,  between  the  hours  of 
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two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  again 
applied  to  the  said  major  Rainsford  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  said  John  Wilkes,  but  was 
again  denied  such  admittance  by  the  said 
major  Rainsford.  And  this  deponent  further 
saith,  that  he  has  been  ready  and  willing  to 
testify  all  the  facts  aforesaid,  before  the  ho- 
nourable house  of  commons :  but  that  the 
order  for  the  attendance  of  this  deponent  be- 
fore the  said  honourable  house  being  further 
adjourned  or  enlarged  to  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  January  next,  this  deponent  cannot 
then  attend  the  said  house ;  as  he  (this  de- 
ponent) had  taken  his  passage  for  the  West- 
Indies  before  he  (this  deponent)  wras  served 
with  any  order  to  attend  the  said  honourable 
house. 

J.  Gardiner. 

Sworn  at  the  mansion-house,  in  the  city  of 
London,  this  seventeenth  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-eight,  before  me, 

Samuel  Turner,  Mayor. 
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[An  extract  from  the  following  affidavit  was, 
published  by  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  Political  Re*  * 
gister,  to  which  he  prefixed  the  observa- 
tions which  here  also  accompany  it.} 

"  I  know  that  it  is  a  fixed  principle  with 
Mr.  Wilkes,  to  submit  to  the  public  every 
circumstance  which  bears  any  relation  to  his 
public  conduct.  In  pursuance  of  this  maxim, 
invariably  followed  by  himself,  I  am  sure  he 
will  forgive  one  of  his  friends  sending  to  you, 
even  before  the  house  meets,  the  inclosed  im- 
portant affidavit.  It  relates  to  the  infamous 
manner  in  which  the  administration  of  *763> 
the  tools  and  successors  of  the  accursed  Scot 
(when  in  a  panick  the  reins  dropped  out 
of  his  hands),  obtained  the  copy  of  part  of  the 
Essay  on  Woman,  and  likewise  the  evidence 
given  both  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords 
and  in  the  king's-bench.*  That  administra- 
tion appear  to  have  had  no  scruples  about  a 
robbery  of  the  subject  in  any  way  :  either  by 

*  Related  afterwards,  in  vol.  iL  pages  9?  10,  of  the 
present  work* 
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Force,  under  a  general  warrant;  or  by  fraud,  in 
corrupting  a  domestic, — afterwards  receiving 
themselves,  and  turning  to  their  own  profit, 
the  goods  which  another  had  stolen.  The  first 
was  executed  by  the  under-secretary  of  state, 
by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  (whose  house 
this  affidavit  proves  to  be  a  den  of  thieves),  and 
the  king's  messengers,  in  person :  the  other  by 
the  money  of  the  treasury;  distributed  by  their 
own  solicitor,  and  the  oldest  of  the  king's 
messengers  (the  most  hackneyed  in  the  ways 
of  corruption).  When  this  black  transaction 
was  told  in  France, there  wasnot  an  English- 
man at  Paris  who  did  not  blush  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  country;  except  at  the  hotel  de 
Brancas,  where  the  English  ambassador  (the 
earl  of  Hertford)  then  lodged.  Every  one 
there,  at  that  time,  who  was  past  sixteen, 
was  likewise  past  blushing. 

"  I  trust  that  the  whole  truth  will  at  last 
be  brought  to  light.  This  affidavit  will  go  a 
great  way  ;  but  Curry  seems  cautious  of  re- 
vealing some  circumstances  at  the  beginning 
of  the  affair,  and  perhaps  may  fear  he  should 
H5 
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run  great  risks  in  telling  how  he  came  by  that 
copy  which  in  the  end  he  gave  to  Faden.  He 
may  dread  the  consequences  to  himself  of  so 
ample  a  confession  on  oath  ;  but  I  hope  the 
•whole  of  this  wicked  ministerial  scene  will  be 
examined  into  by  the  grand  committee  of 
grievances  in  the  ensuing  session,  and  the  living 
evidence  of  the  several  facts  be  produced. — 
As  the  house  of  commons  are  chosen  by  the 
people  to  be  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation, 
I  think  Mr*  Wilkes  ought  to  consider  it  as  his 
duty  to  make  the  appeal  to  them.  It  seems 
to  me  to  lie  as  strictly  among  the  business  for 
which  a  grand  committee  of  grievances  is  ap- 
pointed every  session,  as  the  other  affair  of 
the  alteration  of  the  records  in  a  criminal 
cause  by  a  judge,  in  his  own  house,  falls  within 
the  province  and  jurisdiction  of  the  grand 
committee  of  the  courts  of  justice. 

"  This  affidavit  tells  us  how  a  small  part  of 
the  public  money  has  been  bestowed  on  one 
ministerial  agent.  Hereafter  you  shall  have 
the  account  of  a  good  many  thousand  pounds: 
for  a  great  personage  complained,  in  February 
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last,  that  ■  Wilkes  had  cost  him  ninety-two 
thousand  guineas  •/  which,  I  prophesy,  will, 
under  some  general  head  of  expence,  be  beg- 
ged by  a  gracious  message  to  the  present  house 
of  commons,  and  carefully  kept  out  of  the 
infinite  debts  of  the  civil  list  when  they  are 
laid  before  parliament. 

"  I  shall  now  content  myself  writh  saying, 
that  in  our  times  no  man  has  suffered  such 
base  and  cruel  wTongs  as  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  only 
a  spirited  opposition  to  a  despotic  minister  ; 
that  against  no  man  have  such  mean,  treacher- 
ous, and  dishonourable  methods,  been  pur- 
sued; that  every  party  and  faction  has  in  their 
turns  oppressed  him, — which  I  hold  to  be  the 
strongest  proof  that  he  is  of  no  party  or  fac- 
tion." 

AFFIDAVIT. 

Michael  Curry,  of  St.  Peter's  Mancroft, 
in  the  city  of  Norwich,  printer,  maketh  oath 
and  saith,  that  in  the  month  of  May  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three,  he 
was  hired  by  John  Wilkes,  esquire,  of  Great 
George-street,  Westminster,  at  the  rate  of 
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twenty-five  shillings  per  week  ;  that  he  lived 
in  the  house  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  was 
boarded  and  regularly  lodged  there;  that  he 
was  employed  by  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  se- 
veral things  about  his  private  press  ;  that  the 
said  Mr.  Wilkes  employed  this  deponent  to 
compose  and  print  part  of  a  poem  entitled 
An  Essay  on  Woman;  that  the  said  Mr. 
Wilkes  gave  this  deponent  the  strictest  charge 
to  keep  it  secret,  and  to  suffer  no  person  what- 
ever to  see  the  said  poem  ;  that  the  said  Mr. 
Wilkes  ordered  this  deponent  to  work  off 
only  twelve  copies, — which  were  ail  to  be  de- 
livered, and  were  actually  given,  to  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes  himself;  but  that  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  this  depo- 
nent worked  off  another  copy  for  himself. 
That  from  the  carelessness  of  this  deponent, 
four  pages  (only)  of  the  said  poem  came  into 
the  hands  of  one  Jennings,  who  likewise 
worked  at  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes's  ;  that  by  the 
means  of  this  Jennings  it  was  shewn  to  Mr. 
Farmer,  Mr.  Faden,  and  the  reverend  Mr. 
Kidgell :  that  the  first  application  made  to  this 
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deponent  was  by  Farmer:  whc  came,  as  he 
pretended,  on   his  own  curiosity  ,  • ;  the 

rest  of  the  poem  called  An  Essay  on  Woman, 
having  seen  some  part  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
Jennings, — which  Jennings,  he  said,  told  him, 
he  had  it  from  the  house  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes ; 
that  this  deponent  would  not  then  shew  Far- 
mer anv  thino; :  that  a  few  nights  after  Farmer 
called  again  on  this  deponent ;  that  they  re- 
tired to  St.  John's  Gate  coffee-house  ;  that 
Farmer  repeated  he  had  some  parts  in  black; 
that  this  deponent  then  said  to  Farmer,  that 
no  poetry  bad  been  done  in  black  at  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkes's,  and  therefore  Jennines  must 
have  come  by  those  verses  at  some  other 
house,  the  parts  of  the  Essay  on  Woman 
being  in  red,  (which  this  deponent  said  to 
evade,  although  the  proofs  were  in  black  ;) 
that  Farmer  told  this  deponent,  he  wanted  it 
to  oblige  a  Roman-catholic  gentleman,  and 
that  he  would  give  two  guineas,  or  any  thing, 
to  get  it ;  that  he  actually  laid  down  two  gui- 
neas,— which  this  deponent  refused,  and  told 
Farmer  that  he  was  not  upon  an  honest  de- 
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sign ;  that  he  could  not  conceive  for  what 
reason  a  Roman-catholic  gentleman  particu- 
larly should  offer  two  guineas,  or  any  sum, 
for  what  Farmer  must  know  was  not  from 
the  quantity  worth  sixpence ;  that  this  de- 
ponent then  paid  for  the  pint  of  beer  before 
him,  telling  Farmer  that  if  he  would  call  the 
Sunday  morning  following  this  deponent 
would  speak  to  the  purpose,  and  then  quitted 
the  house  :  that  *his  deponent  then  discover- 
ed the  affair  to  a  friend ;  and  when  Farmer 
came  to  this  deponent  on  the  Sunday,  this  de- 
ponent told  him  that  he  had  destroyed  the 
copy,  and  that  he  hoped  that  would  end  any 
further  visit  on  that  head  :  that  the  next  day 
this  deponent  waited  on  Mr.  Churchill ;  that 
this  deponent  asked  him  if  any  harm  could 
come  to  Mr^  Wilkes,  or  this  deponent,  for  the 
Essay  on  Woman  ;  that  Mr.  Churchill  said 
there  could  not,  but  for  any  thing  the  people 
in  power  could  do  they  might  be  damned  ; 
that  however  he  would  write  to  Mr.  Wilkes, 
who  was  then  in  France.  That  the  next  appli- 
cation was  by  Hassell,  the  overseer  of  Mr. 
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Faden, — who  desired  this  deponent  would  go 
to  the  Globe  tavern,  as  Mr.  Faden  wanted  to 
speak  to  this  deponent  on  some  business  ;  that 
this  deponent  accordingly  went ;  that  when 
Faden  and  this  deponent  were  alone,  Faden 
informed  him,  that  Farmer  had  given  him  a 
few  pages  of  the  Essay  on  Woman,  which  the 
saidFaden  had  shewn  to  a  clergyman,  and  that 
clergyman  to  a  nobleman, — and  that  if  this 
deponent  wrould  oblige  him  with  a  copy  of 
the  whole  for  that  nobleman,  he  would  be  this 
deponent's  friend,  and  was  positive  that  the 
person  (as  he  was  in  power)  would  make  an 
ample  provision  for  him  ("this  deponent) ;  that 
this  deponent  pretended  ignorance  of  the 
whole  at  this  meeting;  that  another  meeting 
was  soon  after  had  writh  the  said  Faden  at  the 
said  Globe  tavern  ;  that  the  said  Faden  pro- 
mised this  deponent  he  should  be  taken  care 
of, — and  if  he  would  give  the  said  Faden  a 
copy  of  the  Essay  on  Woman,  this  deponent 
might  have  any  sum  he  named,  or  any  place 
he  should  name  which  it  was  in  their  power 
to  get  j  that  several  other  meetings  were  had 
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between  the  said  Faden  and  this  deponent ; 
that  the  same  offers  were  repeated, — and  ten, 
twenty,a  hundred  guineas,  or  any  sum-,  would 
be  given  as  a  security  that  the  copy  should  be 
returned ;  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  all  this  time 
in  France :  that  there  was  a  strong  report 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  intended  to  prosecute  this 
deponent  for  felony,  in  having  stolen  a  copy 
of  the  Essay  on  Woman  ;  that  this  deponent 
applied  to  see  Mr.  Wilkes  on  his  return  from 
France,  and  was  refused  by  his  servant ;  that 
soon  after,  the  applications  to  this  deponent 
were  renewed  by  the  said  Faden  and  the  said 
Hassell ;  that  he  was  desired  to  name  any 
sum  ;  that  he  might  depend  on  being  sup- 
ported from  any  injury  he  might  apprehend, 
and  firmly  rely  on  being  protected  by  those 
in  power  ;  that  otherwise  he  might  be  prose- 
cuted for  having  printed  the  copy  ;  that  after- 
wards the  reports  of  this  deponent's  being  to 
be  prosecuted  by  Mr.  Wilkes  for  felony  gain- 
ing ground,  this  deponent  in  a  passion  went 
to  the  said  Globe  tavern,  sent  for  the  said  Fa- 
den, and  gave  him  the  copy,  saying,  he  hoped 
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that  he  should  be  taken  care  of,  as  he  found 
he  was  not  safe  either  in  keeping  or  destroy- 
ing the  copy  ;  that  the  said  Faden  then  gave 
him  five  guineas  as  a  security  to  return  him 
the  copy,  and  promised  him  protection.  That 
this  deponent  went  with  the  said  Faden  on  the 
same  evening  to  the  house  of  Philip  Carteret 
Webb,  esquire,  solicitor  to  the  treasury,  in 
Great  Queen-street,  wThere  was  the  reverend 
Mr.Kidgell;  that  the  said  Webb  bid  this  depo- 
nent be  easy,  for  that  he  should  be  provided 
for;  that  this  deponent  afterwards  for  several 
weeks  lodged  and  boarded  in  the  said  Webb's 
house ;  that  this  deponent  was  often  told  by 
the  said  Webb  that  government  would  take 
care  of  him,  if  he  would  give  evidence  on  the 
trials  against  Mr.  Wilkes, — that  he  must  re- 
main staunch,  and  directions  as  to  what 
this  deponent  should  say  on  the  trials  were 
given  him  by  the  said  Webb  ;  that  a  few 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  parliament, 
the  said  Webb  bid  the  said  Faden  take  this 
deponent  out  of  town ;  that  accordingly  the 
said  Faden  and  this  deponent  went  first  to 
Hounslow,  then  to  Hampton-court,  and  after- 


I  62  MEMOIRS  OF 

wards  to  Knight  sbridge,  till  the  morning  the 
house  sat,--when  they  went  to  the  Horn  tavern 
in  Westminster,  where  were  the  said  Webb 
and  the  said  Kidgell,  and  from  thence  to  give 
evidence  before  the  house  of  lords.  That  the 
said  Webb  a  few  days  afterwards  carried  this 
deponent  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  who  was 
then  secretary  of  state  ;  that  his  lordship  said 
to  this  deponent,  you  have  saved  the  nation, 
and  you  may  depend  on  any  thing  that  is  in 
my  power ;  that  this  deponent  said  he  was 
without  money,  to  which  his  lordship  replied, 
he  must  not  hear  that :  that  the  said  Webb  ad- 
ded, c  You  had  no  occasion  to  mention  that  :f 
that  at  the  bottom  of  his  lordship's  stairs  the 
said  Webb  ordered  this  deponent  to  go  to 
Mr.Carrington,  one  of  the  king's  messengers: 
that  this  deponent  accordingly  went  to  the 
said  Carrington's,  who  gave  him  a  guinea 
and  a  half, — for  which  this  deponent  gave  a 
receipt  in  these  words,  c  For  subsistence,  for 
which  I  shall  be  accountable/  or  to  that  effect ; 
that  the  same  payment  of  a  guinea  and  a  half 
was  continued  for  about  twenty-five  weeks 
by  the  said  Carrington  j  that  the  said  Car- 
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rington  said  the  reason  why  he  took  receipts 
was,  that  he  was  answerable  to  the  govern- 
ment  for  that  money  ;  that  this  deponent  was 
assured  by  the  said  Webb,  from  time  to  time, 
that  he  should  be  amply  provided  for ;  that 
this  deponent  was  afterwards  employed  by  the 
said  Webb  to  compromise  the  verdicts  with 
the  other  printers,  which  this  deponent  did 
for  the  other  printers  at  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds  each;  that  this  de- 
ponent had  received  nothing  from  the  said 
Carrington  for  some  time  before  the  verdicts 
were  compromised;  that  he  received  for  his 
own  share  two  hundred  thirty-three  pounds 
six  shillings  and  eight-pence, — which  the  said 
Webb  declared  was  for  the  trouble,  and  satis- 
faction for  what  had  been  done  ;  that  then 
this  deponent,  finding  no  more  money  com- 
ing from  the  s?id  Carrington,  and  his  life 
being  made  very  uneasy  to  him  at  London, 
retired  into  the  north.  Michael  Curry. 
Sworn  at  the  mansion-house,  in  London, 

the  third  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  sixty-eight,  before 

Thomas  Harlly,  Mayor. 
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The  King  against  John  Wilkes,  esquire,  on  an 
Information  for  publishing  the  North  Briton. 
George  Kearsley,  of  Ludgate-street,  Lon- 
don, bookseller,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that 
all  the  letters  from  John  Wilkes,  esquire, 
the  defendant,  directed  to  this  deponent,  and 
which  were  produced  at  the  trial  of  the 
cause,  were  taken  out  of  this  deponent's  bu- 
reau in  his  dwelling-house,  and  from  off  his 
files,  by  virtue  of  a  general  warrant  from  one 
of  his  majesty's  secretaries  of  state  for  appre- 
hending and  seizing  c  the  authors,  printers, 
and  publishers,  of  a  seditious  and  treasonable 
paper  entitled  the  North  Briton,  number  45, 
together  with  their  papers/  and  thereby  car- 
ried to  his  majesty's  secretaries  of  state, — as 
the  warrant  directed,  and  (the  deponent  ve- 
rily believes)  was  accordingly  obeyed. 

George  Kearsley. 

Sworn  in  court,  the  sixteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-eight. 

By  the  Court* 
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ATTEMPT  TO  ASSASSINATE  MR.  WILKES. 

JL  HIS  very  extraordinary  affair  has  never 
yet  been  satisfactorily  explained.  The  proper 
motto  to  any  account  of  it  would  probably 
be  the  excellent  observation  of  Machiavel, 
H  In  all  cases,  not  only  of  assassination,  but  of 
c*  deep  danger,  no  man  should  be  employed 
"  who  is  always  and  entirely  in  his  senses. 
<c  If  he  succeeds,  the  credit  is  your  own  ;  if 
"  he  does  not,  your  answer  is  ready :  that 
tc  you  would  not  have  employed  a  madman 
"  in  such  a  service." 

Similar  to  this  was  the  answer  of  lord  Bar- 
rymore  to  the  privy-council,  when  he  was 
examined  concerning:  the  rebellion  of  the 
year  1715.  He  said  "  he  had  an  estate  of  fif- 
teen thousand  pounds  a-year  ;  and  could  they 
believe  him  mad  enough  to  risk  that  property 
in  such  a  chimerical  enterprise  ?" 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1763,  in  the 
evening,  a  man  came  to  Mr.  Wilkes's  house, 
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and  desired  to  speak  with  him  on  particular 
business.  It  appearing  by  his  dialect  that  he 
was  a  Scotchman,  and  he  being  an  entire 
stranger,  he  was  refused  admittance ;  on  which 
he  went  to  a  coffee-house,  near  Parliament- 
street,  where  he  was  overheard,  by  a  person 
then  present,  to  declare,  that  himself  and  ten 
others  were  determined  to  cut  off  Mr.  Wilkes, 
let  the  consequence  be  what  it  would.  The 
gentleman  gave  information  of  the  above 
declaration  next  morning,  by  letter,  to  Mr. 
Wilkes,  desiring  him  to  be  on  his  guard.  The 
matter  rested  thus  till  the  8th  ;  when,  in  the 
morning,  the  same  person  came  again,  and 
brought  a  letter  for  Mr.  Wilkes  signed  "  Alex- 
ander Dunn,"  soliciting  an  interview-.  He  was 
desired  to  call  again  at  one  o'clock,  which  he 
did  accordingly,  and  seven  o'clock  was  then 
appointed ;  in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Wilkes 
got  several  of  his  friends,  gentlemen  of  dis- 
tinction, about  him.  At  the  latter  hour  the 
man  came,  and  was  shewn  into  the  parlour, — 
where  he  waited  a  short  time,  and  was  in- 
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formed  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  then  alone  and 
he  should  be  introduced  to  him  ;  but  on  go- 
ing out  at  the  parlour  door,  two  gentlemen, 
who  had  placed  themselves  behind  it,  seized 
him  by  each  arm,  and  threw  him  on  his  back. 
On  searching  him  a  new  penknife  was  found 
in  his  pocket,  which  he  pretended  he  had 
purchased  nine  months  before;  but  on  being 
further  questioned  he  said  six  months,  and  at 
last  owned  that  he  had  bought  it  at  Chatham 
about  a  fortnight  since. 

Proper  affidavits  having  been  made  of  the 
whole  transaction,  and  a  warrant  procured, 
he  was  taken  into  custody. 

Mr.Wilkes,onthe  first  intimation  of  Dunn's 
design,  treated  the  affair  with  levity,  and  in- 
tended  to  take  no  notice  of  it.  But  Mr. 
George  Onslow  (now  earl  Onslow)  happen- 
ing to  be  present,  insisted  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made  into  it. 

Complaint  Joeing  made  in  the  house  of 
commons,  of  Dunn's  attempt  on  Mr.  Wilkes's 
life,  the  house  ordered  Dunn  to  attend  at  the 
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bar ;  but  when  he  was  there,  without  ex- 
amining him,  the  house  were  of  opinion 
that  he  was  insane,  and  therefore  discharged 
him.* 

The  following:  are  the  authentic  testimo- 
nies  on  this  subject. 

In  the  King's  Bench. 

€C  John  Wilkes,  of  Aylesbury,  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  esquire;  Matthew  Brown,  servant 
to  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  Mathias  Darly, 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann,  Soho,  in  the  Li- 
berty of  Westminster,  engraver  ;  severally 
make  oath  :  and  first,  the  said  John  Wilkes 
for  himself  saith,  that  he  (this  deponent)  verily 
believes  that  he  is  in  danger  of  his  life,  from 
the  wicked,  malicious,  revengeful,  and  unpro- 
voked menaces,  of  one  Alexander  Dunn, 
who  (this  deponent  is  informed)  is  a  Scotch 
officer ;  and  who,  between  eleven  and  twelve 
of  the  clock  last  Tuesday  evening,  demanded 

*  Commons'  Journals,  vol.  xxix.  page  702. 
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entrance  into  this  deponent's  house,  in  Great 
George-street,  Westminster,  and  threatened 
violence  to  his  person  ;  and  this  deponent 
further  saith,  That  about  nine  of  the  clock 
this  morning  he  received  the  letter  here- 
unto annexed,  marked  (A),  which  this 
deponent  is  informed,  and  verily  believes, 
is  of  the  hand  writing  of  the  said  Alexander 
Dunn. — And  this  deponent,  Matthew  Brown. 
for  himself  saith,  That  he  saw  a  person  at 
the  time  first  abovementioned,  make  several 
very  rude  and  violent  endeavours  to  come 
into  the  house  of  the  said  Mr.  Wilkes  j  and, 
upon  his  being  refused  by  this  deponent, 
threatened  revenge  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  also 
to  this  deponent;  and  by  the  best  description 
and  information  which  this  deponent  has 
been  able  to  collect,  believes  the  said  person's 
nameis  Alexander  Dunn. — And  this  deponent 
Mathias  Darly,  for  himself  saith,  That  he 
(this  deponent)  did  yesterday  write  to  Mr. 
Wilkes  the  letter  hereunto  annexed  (B),  the 
contents  of  which  are  true,  and  that  the 
Scotch  officer  therein  alluded  to  is  the  said 
vol.  1.  1 
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Alexander  Dunn  :  and  this  deponent  further 
saith,  That  he  is  not  moved  by  any  malice  or 
resentment  against  the  said  Alexander  Dunn, 
but  thought  it  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  so- 
ciety, to  make  the  above  intimations  to  Mr. 
Wilkes,  in  order  that  he  might  concert  the 
necessary  measures  for  his  personal  safety. — 
And  therefore  the  said  John  Wilkes  craves 
sureties  of  the  peace  against  the  said  Alex- 
ander Dunn,  not  out  of  hatred  or  malice, 
but  merely  for  the  preservation  of  his  life 
and  person  from  danger. 

John  Wilkes, 
Matthew  Brown, 
Mathias  Darly. 
The   deponent   John  Wilkes  sworn    at   his 
house  in  Great  George-street,  Westmin- 
ster, he  being  indisposed,  the  eighth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  three,  before  me, 

W.  Mapelsden,  by  commission. 
Matthew  Brown,  and  Mathias  Darly,  sworn  in 
Great  Ormond  street,  the  eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty  three,  before  E.  Wilmot. 
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London,  Dec.  8,  1763, 
SIR, 

As  I  have  something  of  consequence  to 
communicate  to  you,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  time  would  be  most  convenient 
for  me  to  call  upon  you  this  day ;  I  called 
once  before,  and  was  refused  admittance. 
Be  so  good  as  send  me  an  answer  fay  my 
servant,  who  will  wait  for  it.  Lieutenant 
Crockat,  of  dragoons,  who  is  now  in  Scot- 
land, desires  his  compliments  to  yon,  for  the 
many  civilities  shewn  him  when  he  was  quar- 
tered near  your  country-seat.  You  may  be 
assured,  that  many  of  the  Scotch  have  still 
a  regard  for  you,  and  none  of  them  more  so 
than  your  most  humble 

and  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Dunn, 

Direct  to  me   at  Mr.  Whyte's,  Peruke- 
maker,  Lieutenant  of  Marines. 
To  John  Wilkes,  esq. 


1  2 
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Mr.  Dunn, 
Mr.  Wilkes's  compliments  to  Mr.  Dunn, 
and  desires  to  see  him  at  seven  o'clock  this 
evening :  is  obliged  to  him  for  the  account 
of  Mr.  Crockat. 

(A) 

London,  Dec.  7,  1763, 
SIR, 

I   should  not  do  my  duty  if  I  did  not 
acquaint  you,  that  the  young  Scotch  officer, 
that  wanted  entrance  at  your  house,  is  a  vil- 
lain, and  his  intentions  are  of  blackish  dye. 
I    had  been  in  his  company   for  near  four 
hours.     That  part  of  our  conversation  that 
relates  to  you,  consisted  chiefly  of  his  inten- 
tions of  massacreing  you   the  first  opportu* 
nity,  and  that  there  was  thirteen  more  gen- 
tlemen of  Scotland  of  the  same  resolution, 
and  confederates  of  his,  who  was  resolved  to 
do  it,  or  die  in  the  attempt.     Last   night, 
when  your  trial  was  over,  the  gentlemen  at 
the  coffee  house  quitted  the  room  that  I  was 
in  (on  account  of  the  shouts  in  the  hall),  and 
left  the  Scotch  hero   and  I  together;  but  I 
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abruptly  left  the  room,  and  went  after  the 
people  to  Great  George-street,  and  on  hear- 
ing a  noise  at  your  door,  I  went  up,  and,  to 
my  great  surprise,  saw  the  Scotchman  a-try- 
ins:  for  entrance  ;  I  knocked  and  had  admit- 
tance,  which  enraged  the  hero  so  much,  that 
he  swore  revenge  against  the  servant,  and 
was  very  troublesome,  When  1  went  out,  I 
heard  a  gentleman  taking  him  to  task  upon 
his  vowing  revenge  on  you  or  your  servant, 
upon  which  I  told  the  gentleman  a  small  part 
of  what  I  knew,  and  he  put  him  in  the  hands 
of  two  watchmen,  and  ordered  him  to  the 
roundhouse ;  but  at  the  corner  of  Great 
George-street,  I  am  told,  he  was  rescued, 
and  ran  away.  There  was  conversation 
passed  between  him  and  the  company  that  is 
not  safe  to  communicate  by  letter:  his  prin- 
ciples and  zeal  make  it  unsafe  for  such  an 
abandoned  wretch  to  be  at  large.  Your  own 
discretion,  I  hope,  will  guide  you  to  prevent 
any  thing  that  may  be  intended.  I  am,  with 
all  respect,  sir,  yours,  M.  Darly. 

To  Mr.  Wilkes,  Cranborn-alley, 

Great  George-Street.  Leicester-fields. 
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(B) 

E.  WlLMOT,  L,  & 

England,  to  wit. 

Whereas  I  have  received  information,  on 
the  oath  of  John  Wilkes,  esquire,  Matthew 
Brown,  and  Mathias  Darly,  That  one  Alex- 
ander Dunn,  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  demanded 
entrance  into  the  house  of  John  Wilkes,  and 
threatened  violence  to  his  person  ;  and  hath 
since,  in  the  hearing  of  Mathias  Darly,  de- 
clared his  intention  to  massacre  the  said  John 
Wilkes,  the  first  opportunity  j  and  therefore 
the  said  John  Wilkes  craves  sureties  of  the 
peace  against  the  said  Alexander  Dunn,  not 
out  of  hatred  or  malice,  but  merely  for  the 
preservation  of  his  life  and  person  from 
danger. 

These  are  therefore  to  will  and  require, 
and,  in  his  majesty's  name,  strict!y  to  charge 
and  command  you,  and  every  of  you,  upon 
sight  hereof,  to  apprehend  and  take  the  said 
Alexander  Dunn,  and  bring  him  before  me, 
or  one  other  of  the  justices  of  his  majesty's 
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court  of  kingVbench,  if  taken  in  or  near 
the  cities  of  London  or  Westminster,  other- 
wise before  some  justice  of  the  peace  living 
near  the  place  where  he  shall  be  herewith 
taken :  to  the  end  he  may  become  bound 
with  sufficient  sureties  for  his  personal  ap- 
pearance, in  his  majesty's  court  of  king's* 
bench,  on  the  first  day  of  Hilary  term,  to 
answer  the  premises,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  keep  the  peace,  and  be  of  good  behaviour 
towards  all  his  majesty's  subjects,  especially 
towards  the  said  John  Wilkes;  and  hereof 
fail  not  at  your  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  eighth 
day   of  December   one   thousand   seven 
hundred  and  sixty  three. 
To  Richard  Elston,  my  tipstaff,  and  to  all 

chief  and  petty  constables,  head-boroughs, 

tything-men,   and  all  others  whom  these 

may  concern. 
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A  NORTH    BRITON    EXTRAORDINARY. 

[Mr.  Wilkes  printed  at  his  press  in  his  own  house,  a 
north  briton  extraordinary  ;  written  by  a  late  di- 
rector of  the  East  India  company.  From  some  fluctu- 
ation in  the  politics  of  the  company,  it  was  never  pub* 
lished.  But  being  a  paper  containing  many  historical 
facts  of  great  public  interest,  it  is  deserving  of  a  place 
in  this  work.] 

Dlcere  verum 
Quid  vetat  ? 

THURSDAY,    APRIL  THE  7TH,   1 763. 

"WHATEVER  difference  we  may  find  in 
other  respects  between  the  present  and  late 
minister,  in  the  exertion  of  a  determined 
and  inflexible  resolution,  they  certainly  bear 
a  near  resemblance  to  each  other.  One  dis- 
tinction, indeed,  ought  to  be  made  even  here, 
that  Mr.  Pitt's  resolution  arose  from  consci- 
ous virtue,  and  the  earl  of  Bute's  from  con- 
scious  power  ;  but  to  the  credit  of  the  latter 
we  must  observe,  that  he  hath  shewn  as  in- 
flexible a  spirit  in  supporting  every  measure 
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v  which  was  wrong,  as  the  former  could  possi- 
bly maintain  in  promoting  what  was  right. 
Regardless  of  all  petty  and  private  consider- 
ations,  blessed  with  the  most  excellent  quali- 
ties of  head  and  heart,  and  sincerely  attached 
to  the  interests  of  his  country,  Mr.  Pitt  pro- 
ceeded with  that  well-grounded  confidence, 
to  which  he  was  intitled  by  those  qualifica- 
tions, and  in  which  he  was  justified  by  the 
most  extraordinary,  success.  Without  any 
real  regard  to  this  country,  wholly  engrossed 
by  private  views,  the  qualities  of  his  head  as 
yet  doubtful,  and  those  of  his  heart  too  plain, 
the  earl  of  Bute  hath,  through  his  adminis- 
tration, behaved  with  that  insolence,  which 
in  narrow  minds  is  always  the  consequence 
of  power.  When  I  mention  insolence,  I  would 
be  supposed  to  include  meanness ;  for  they 
always  are  to  be  found  in  the  same  place ; 
and  however  different  they  may  appear,  wait 
only  for  a  difference  of  circumstances  to  call 
them  forth,  and  to  prove  them  inseparable. 
In  both  these  virtues,  I  apprehend  the  pre- 
sent minister  stands  unrivalled,  and  the  in* 

*5 
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fection  seems  to  spread  through  all  his  coad- 
jutors.    Numberless  instances  might  be  pro- 
duced to  justify  this  remark ;  but  no  one  is 
more  proper,  and  better  calculated  to  shew 
both  these  excellent  qualities  operating  at  one 
time,  and  on  the  same  subject,  than  the  treat- 
ment which  our  East  India  company  in  gene- 
ral, and  Mr.  Rous,  a  very  worthy  member  of 
it  in  particular,  have  met  with.     However 
triflingly  this  affair  may  have  been  talked  of, 
it  is,  in  reality,  of  very  serious  and  general 
consequence.     At  this  time  especially,  when 
their  election  is  drawing  nigh,  it  is   highly 
necessary  that  a  clear  and  full  account  of  that 
affair,  with  the  real  merits  of  the  case,  should 
be  laid  before  the  public;  for  putting  it  in 
our  power  to  perform  which,  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  the  correspondent  who  hath  fa.- 
•v cured  us  with  the  following  letter. 
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To  the  North  Briton. 

SIR, 

As  a  proprietor,  I  thought  it  not  only  my 
interest  hut  my  duty,  to  attend  the  general 
court  when  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Rous  was  to 
be  examined,  I  cannot  deny  but,  from  the 
reports  which  were  spread  abroad,  I  was 
greatly  prejudiced  against  that  gentleman, 
and  flattered  myself  with  some  degree  of 
merit,  if  I  could  be  instrumental  in  giving 
him  up  to  public  censure^  which  I  had  been 
taught  to  think  he  had  deserved.  For  cer- 
tainly, sir,  I  could  never  be  justified  in  sup- 
posing him  innocent,  however  boldly  he 
might  stand  on  his  defence,  when  the  ho- 
nour and  uprightness  of  the  minister  was  en- 
gaged to  prove  him  guilty  ;  and  when  a 
court  of  directors  had  considered  his  misde- 
meanor as  so  gross  and  palpable,  that  they 
would  not  even  hear  him  ;  that,  when  called 
upon,  they  would  not  enter  into  the  affair, 
would  not  give  him  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining his  conduct,  but  fcrcedna  friend  of 
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that  gentleman's  to  move  for  his  being  called 
to  an   account  at   a   general  court,  as   one 
guilty  of  misconduct,  merely  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  proving  to  the  public,  that 
his  conduct  had  been  fair  and  irreproachable. 
This  I  could  never  have  believed  without 
proof,  though,  at  the  meeting,  the  proof  was 
too  strong  to  admit  of  the  least  exception* 
Mr.  Rous  defended  himself  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  to  turn  the  shame,  intended  for  him, 
on  his  adversaries  j  he  proved  his  behaviour 
not  only  to  have  been  undeserving  of  re- 
proach, but  even  worthy  of  approbation  ;  and 
the  result  of  that   affair  was  exactly  what 
every  candid  man  would  have  wished,  what 
his  friends  expected,  what  his  enemies  feared, 
but  what  a  stranger,  as  I  was,  could  never 
have  suspected.     As  I  considered  this  affair 
as  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  future 
welfare  of  the  company,  I  was  particularly 
attentive  to  every  thing  which  passed ;  I  took 
down  the  substance  of  Mr.  Rous's   defence 
for  my  own  use,  which  I  now  transmit  to 
you  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and 
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on  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  what 
remarks  you  think  proper,  or  to  leave  every 
reader  to  make  his  own.  You  will  observe 
I  have  taken  this  affair  merely  as  it  was  con- 
sidered, immediately  relative  to  Mr.  Rous, 
and  as  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  natu- 
rally interwoven  with  his  justification  ;  but 
should  be  glad  if  you  will  in  your  remarks 
bring  it  down  to  the  present  time. 

rIhe  two  grand  objects  of  the  company, 
even  from  the  time  of  commencing  the  ne- 
gociation,  under  Mr.  Pitt's  administration, 
have  constantly  been  : 

i.  A  total  exclusion  of  the  French  from 
Bengal,  where  the  company  enjoy  extensive 
and  valuable  possessions,  and  from  whence 
they  derive  their  most  profitable  trade. 

2.  In  the  restitution  of  French  territory, 
to  fix  such  a  period  as  would  leave  them 
nothing  more  than  places  of  trade,  without 
a  single  acquisition  of  territory  by  conquest 
or  grant  from  the  country  powers,  and  it 
was  found  that  the  year  i  744  or  1 745  would 
effectually  answer  this  purpose. 
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These  views  of  the  company  were  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  letter  from  the 
chairman,  dated  the  27th  of  July,  1761,  and 
at  that  time  France  acquiesced  in  what  was 
then  proposed. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1762,  a  copy  of  the 
letter,  mentioned  above,  was  transmitted  to 
lord  Egremont,  in  consequence  of  a  conver- 
sation which  had  passed  between  Mr  Sulli- 
van and  his  lordship,  in  which  his  lordship 
had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  contents 
of  that  letter,  and  had  desired  to  see  a  copy 
of  it. 

On  the  2 2d  of  June,  Mr.  Borrien  and  Mr. 
Sullivan  had  a  conversation  with  lord  Egre- 
mont, in  which  his  lordship  observed,  on  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  that  it  conveyed  the  out- 
lines of  a  plan  of  pacification  ;  but  he  should 
be  glad,  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  to  know 
the  company's  expectations,  and  particularly, 
if  they  were  ready,  in  return  for  excluding 
the  French  from  Bengal,  to  give  them  back 
all  their  other  comptoirs  ;  to  which  he  was 
answered,   that   the   chairman   and   deputy 
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would  obtain  powers  from  the  court  of  di- 
rectors for  the  transaction  of  this  affair  ; 
which  method  his  lordship  seemed  to  ap- 
prove ;  but  when  he  was  reminded,  on  de- 
siring that  their  sentiments  might  be  deli- 
vered at  large  in  writing,  that  the  French 
should  be  the  first  proposers,  he  declared, 
that  the  company  should  not  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  propositions  made  by  the 
French,  though  before  the  whole  was  con- 
cluded, the  gentlemen  in  the  direction  should 
know  their  objections. 

The  gentlemen  were  repeatedly  asked,  by 
lord  Egremont,  if  the  company  would  be  sa* 
tisfied  with  excluding  the  French  from  Ben- 
gal (which  his  lordship  said  he  believed  they 
would  not  submit  to)  and  granting  them  all 
their  factories  and  former  possessions  on  the 
Coromandel  coast  ?  To  this,  answer  wTas 
made,  that  it  was  meant  the  French  should, 
in  that  case,  possess  all  which  they  had  pos- 
sessed before  the  year  1745,  but  no  grant 
whatsoever  since  that  period  ;  and  that  they 
also  meant  to  exclude  the  donations  to  Mr:. 


184  MEMOIRS  OF 

Duplex  and  others.  They  likewise  express- 
ed their  wishes,  that  both  companies  might 
be  prevented  from  making  war  with  each 
other,  or,  at  least,  that  the  French  might  be 
limited  to  a  certain  number  of  troops :  the 
first  of  which  his  lordship  declared  to  be  im- 
possible ;  and  the  latter  to  be  such  an  indig- 
nity as  no  natiou  would  bear. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  the  chairman,  deputy, 
and  Mr.  Sullivan,  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
ceding day's  conversation,  agreed  on  the 
outlines  of  a  plan  to  be  drawn  up,  as  the 
private  sentiments  of  those  three  gentlemen, 
which  the  chairman  was  desired  to  commu- 
nicate to  lord  Egremont. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  lord  Egremont  re- 
ceived this  paper  from  the  chairman,  and 
said  it  was  sufficient  for  his  private  informa- 
tion ;  but  at  the  same  time  said  he  appre- 
hended the  French  would  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  give  up  the  Bengal  trade. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  Mr.  Wood,  deputy  se- 
cretary of  state,  had  a  meeting  at  the  India 
House,  with  the  chairman  and  deputy ;  at 
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which  he  told  them,  that  lord  Egremont  ex- 
pected  a  very  regular  plan  of  the  company's 
expectations  to  be  laid  before  him  ;  and  they 
had  conversation  concerning  India. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July,  Mr,  Wood  came 
again  to  the  India  House  and  informed  the 
chairman  and  deputy,  that  he  had  directions 
to  lay  before  them  his  lordship's  sentiments, 
relative  to  the  conversation  of  the  9th  in  wri- 
ting ;  which  he  did,  by  a  letter  delivered  to 
them  then,  but  dated  the  9th  of  July,  in 
which  was  contained,  that  lord  Egremont 
having  been  informed,  by  Mr.  Wood,  that 
those  gentlemen  understood  the  only  matter 
relative  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  as 
far  as  they  become  an  object  in  future  nego- 
tiation with  France,  to  be  contained  in  Mr. 
Sullivan's  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  his  lordship  con- 
sidered that  as  the  only  matter  lying  before 
him  from  the  secret  committee,  and  that 
every  thing  else  communicated,  or  that  had 
passed  in  conversation,  was  not  to  be  made 
use  of — intimating,  that  it  might  not  be  amiss 
for  the  secret  committee  to  be  provided  with 
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the  necessary  powers,  and  to  digest  their 
thoughts  relative  to  the  interests  of  the  com* 
pany,  so  far  as  they  might  become  an  object 
of  consideration  for  his  majesty's  ministers, 
when  the  two  crowns  should  come  to  treat 
of  those  affairs. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  July,  agreeable  to  what 
had  been  settled  by  the  secretary  of  state,  the 
secret  committee  (consisting  of  the  chair- 
man, deputy,  Mr.  Gough,  and  Mr.  Tullie) 
were  employed  at  a  court  of  directors,  to 
form  a  plan  for  the  benefit  of  the  company, 
to  be  laid  before  the  ministry,  and  were  also 
empowered  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  any 
other  person,  and  to  report. 

Soon  after  the  secret  committee  met,  with 
Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  when  those  gen- 
tlemen  desired  time  to  give  their  thoughts  in 
writing. 

On  the  1 2th  of  August,  those  two  gentle- 
men produced  their  sentiments  in  writing  j 
but  lord  Clive,  who  was  then  present,  not 
having  been  prepared,  gave  his  opinion  only 
in  discourse. 
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At  these  and  other  consultations  Mr.  Sul- 
livan strongly  recommended  the  giving  back 
to  the  Indian  powers  the  territories  adjacent 
to  Masulapatnam,  and  to  make  Masulapat- 
nam  a  neutral  city,  where  each  company 
should  have  a  factory ;  but  neither  should 
be  allowed  to  erect  fortifications.  This  was 
exactly  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  his  plan 
above-mentioned. 

On  the  1  st  of  September,  at  a  court  of  di- 
rectors, the  chairman,  after  communicating 
the  proceedings  of  the  secret  committee,  in- 
timated to  the  court,  that  lest  more  consider- 
able offers  should  be  expected,  the  cession 
of  the  territories  of  Masulapatnam  unto  the 
Subah  of  the  Deckan  had  been  thought  of, 
for  rendering  the  terms  of  which  the  plan 
consisted  more  admissible  to  the  ministry; 
but  that  the  secret  committee,  not  apprehen- 
ding themselves  justified  in  coming  to  any 
resolution  on  so  material  a  point,  he  desired 
the  sentiments  of  the  court  thereupon  ;  and 
the  court,  after  mature  debate,  unanimously 
agreed  (excepting  the  deputy  chairman,  and 
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another  gentleman)  that  it  was  not  proper  to 
give  up  to  the  country  powers  the  revenues 
of  Masulapatnam,  amounting  to  50,0001.  a 
year ;  and  that  therefore  it  should  be  no  part 
of  the  plan  to  be  laid  before  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  above  resolution  was  confirmed  at 
the  next  court  of  directors. 

The  plan,  which  had  been  approved  by  the 
court  of  directors  on  the  first  of  September, 
was  left  by  the  chairman  at  Lord  Egremont's 
office  on  the  4th.  It  consisted  of  twelve  ar- 
ticles, submitted  with  the  greatest  humility  to 
the  consideration  of  the  ministry,  enforced 
with  the  strongest  arguments,  and  so  clearly 
worded,  explicitly  commented  on,  that  it  was 
impossible  the  ministry  should  not  have  the 
clearest  ideas  of  the  company's  interests  in 
India. 

In  consequence  of  delivering  in  this  plan, 
a  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  deputy  secre- 
tary Wood,  dated  the  1  ith  of  September,  im- 
porting lord  Egremont's  disappointment  in 
not  finding  such  lights  in  it,  as  might  facili- 
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tatc  what  he  has  extremely  at  heart,  which  is 
to  procure  the  most  advantageous  terms  pos- 
sible for  the  company,  when  a  peace  shall  be 
concluded.  His  disappointment  in  not  see- 
ing such  a  confidential  communication  of 
their  real  expectations,  as  he  thought  the  go- 
vernment entitled  to,  from  the  support  af- 
forded to  the  company  during  the  war — his 
observation,  that  if  the  company  asked  more 
than  they  expected  to  get,  they  not  only  laid 
a  very  useless  load  on  the  secretary  of  state, 
who  was  disposed  to  get  even  more  than  they 
asked,  was  it  possible,  but  also  confined  and 
clogged  the  best  intentions  in  their  favour — 
his  declaration — notwithstanding  his  sincere 
regard  for  the  company,  as  a  part  of  the  whole, 
not  to  lose  sight  of  the  latter  great  object  for 
any  partial  considerations.  Mr.  Wood's  pri- 
vate opinion — that  should  the  secretary  of 
state  find  it  impossible  to  keep  up  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  secret  committee,  with  regard 
to  what  is  to  be  insisted  upon,  the  company 
would  find  it  full  as  difficult  to  succeed  in  a 
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negotiation,  which  they  seem  desirous  of  ma- 
naging themselves. 

On  the  16th  of  September  the  chairman 
waited  on  lord  Egremont,  in  order  to  obtain 
an  explanation  of  Mr.  Wood's  letter  of  the 
nth.  His  lordship  expressed  great  displea- 
sure in  regard  to  the  sentiments  of  the  secret 
committee,  which  had  been  transmitted  to 
him  ;  and  when  he  was  assured  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  disposition  of  the  directors  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  facilitate  an  ac- 
commodation with  France,  and  was  intreated 
to  point  out  in  what  manner  the  directors 
might  be  able  to  promote  that  good  purpose 
— his  lordship — declined  giving  any  answer. 
But  although  his  lordship  was  backward  in 
declaring  his  sentiments,  his  secretary  was  not 
at  all  so  ;  and  very  freely  and  without  reserve 
charged  the  chairman  with  chicanery  and 
dealing  uncandidly  with  the  government. 

Thus  treated  without  doors,  and  beset  (to 
say  no  more)  within,  the  secret  committee  be- 
gan seriously  to  consider  what  might  be  the 
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consequence  of  the  company's  being  deserted 
by  the  ministry  in  the  negociations  of  peace. 
They  considered  of  alterations  and  new  pro- 
positions, which  might  be  more  favourably 
received  by  the  ministry,  and  resolved  once 
more  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors upon  the  point  of  giving  up  to  the 
country  powers  the  revenues  of  Musulapat- 
nam,  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  of  the 
two  former  courts.  By  this  time  the  court 
of  directors  took  the  alarm,  they  saw  to  what 
a  precarious  situation  the  company  would 
be  reduced  if  they  were  not  included  in 
the  peace,  and  therefore,  in  hopes  of  obviat- 
ing all  farther  difficulties,  they  determined, 
though  by  a  very  small  majority,  to  agree  to 
a  paper  laid  before  them  on  the  2  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, for  restoring  these  revenues  and  ter- 
ritories to  the  country  powers.  This  paper 
was  left  by  Mr.  Dorrien  at  lord  Egremont's 
office,  on  the  30th,  under  the  title  of  The  far- 
ther sentiments  of  the  secret  committee,  sub- 
mitted to  the  ministry,  being  a  supplement 
to  their  sentiments  of  the  fourth. 
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The  first  notice  taken  of  this  paper  of  the 
29th  of  September,  was  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Dorrien  from  Mr.  Wood,  dated  the  1 6th  of 
October  ;  in  which  he  mentions  that  a  hurry 
of  business  had  prevented  his  returning,  agree- 
able to  lord  Egremont's  order,  the  above- 
mentioned  paper,  and  that  he  should  be  glad 
to  put  it  into  the  chairman's  or  deputy's 
hands,  and  explain  why  it  was  of  no  use, 
concluding  with  these  remarkable  words — 
his  lordship  not  choosing  to  meddle  where 
he  may  do  harm,  or  where  it  is  put  out  of  his 
power  to  do  good. 

In  a  subsequent  conversation  between  Mr. 
Wood  and  Mr.  Dorrien,  on  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber, Mr.  Wood  declared  he  had  orders  from 
lord  Egremont  to  say,  that — as  this  was  the 
first  time  the  government  had  taken  upon 
themselves  to  make  a  peace  for  the  East-India 
company,  he  expected  they  would  have  acted 
with  candour  and  openness  to  him ;  but  as 
he  found  they  had  only  a  mind  to  throw  off 
a  weight  from  their  own  shoulders  and  bur- 
then his  lordship  with  it,  he  was  determined 
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not  to  submit  to  such  usage,  as  it  was  no  part 
of  his  duty  to  settle  a  peace  for  the  company, 
but  had  only  offered  it  in  regard  to  them,  and 
that  the  proposals  first  delivered  were  such  as 
he  should  have  been  ashamed  to  offer  to  the 
French  ministry.    That  the  supplement  being 
delivered  so  long  as  twenty-six  days  after  the 
first  memorial,  lord  Egremont  did  not  think 
proper  to  regard  it  :  had  both  come  together, 
the  plan  might  have  been  reasonable.    He  ad- 
ded, that  it  had,  in  the  general  preliminaries, 
been  proposed  to  France  to  restore  her  comp- 
toirs  or  factories  on  the  coast  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandel,  as  also  in  Bengal,  and  a  trade 
allowed  them  up   the  Ganges,  but  that  they 
should  raise  no    fortifications   at  the  latter 
place,  nor  be  suffered  to  have  any  armed  force 
there  :  this  they  had  agreed  to,  but  with  their 
usual  artifice,  in  saying,  all  their  possessions, 
instead  of  their  comptoirs,  should  be  restor- 
ed ;  which  word  having  a  great  latitude,  he, 
Mr.  Wood,  advised  lord   Egremont  by  no 
means  to  admit  of.    That  the  above  memorial 
being  delivered  in  the  interim,  his  lordship 
vol.  1.  K 
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had  dropt  making  any  reply,  and  there  the 
affair  rested ;  but  that  his  lordship  had  en- 
trusted him,  in  case  he  met  with  any  gentle- 
man in  the  direction  he  thought  proper  to 
open  it  to,  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  he 
had  declined  taking  any  thing  upon  himself, 
yet,  if  the  company  would  prepare  one  gene* 
ral  article  to  be  inserted  in  the  preliminaries, 
his  lordship  would  try  to  serve  them. — After 
some  discourse,  Mr.  Wood  himself  drew  up 
the  following  article,  which  the  deputy  chair- 
man desired  he  might  lay  before  the  secret 
committee,  as  he  could  not  without  their  con- 
sent venture  to  agree  to  any  thing  of  himself. 

All  the  comptoirs  taken  in  India,  either  by 
the  French  or  English,  to  be  restored.  The 
French  and  English  to  have  nothing  more 
than  factories  at  Masulapatnam  :  the  town 
and  its  dependencies  to  be  restored  to  the 
nabob;  an  hundred  soldiers  to  be  kept  if 
thought  proper  by  each  nation,  for  protection 
of  trade. 

The  French,  though  restored  to  the  trade 
of  the  Ganges,  and  to  mere  factories  for  that 
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purpose,  are  to  have  no  troops  or  fortifica- 
tions there* 

After  this,  Mr,  Wood  declared  that  lord 
Egremont  could  not  meddle  any  farther,  nor 
deviate  in  the  least  from  the  article  the  com- 
pany  should  propose,  and  that  in  case  they 
were  left  out  by  being  unreasonable  in  their 
demands,  the  blame  must  fall  upon  themselves, 
and  his  lordship  should  not  postpone  the  pub- 
lic peace  on  their  account,  if  the  other  terms 
could  be  setded  :  he  then  desired  that  what 
the  company  had  to  offer  might  be  delivered 
on  Friday  morning  before  ten  o'clock,  this 
being  Wednesday  ;  there  being  a  council  ap- 
pointed for  that  day,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  he  should  prevail  upon  lord  Egremont  to 
receive  it* 

This  conversation  and  article  were  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  secret  committee, 
on  the  21st  of  October,  and  on  the  2 2d  the 
chairman  and  deputy  waited  on  lord  Egre- 
mont, and  requested  farther  time,  that  the 
secret  committee  might  consider  the  terms  to 
be  offered  in  behalf  of  the  company,  accord- 

K  2 
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ing  to  this  (curious)  article,  drawn  up,  and 
delivered  by  Mr.  Wood.  His  lordship  rea- 
dily acquiesced  with  this  request,  and  said, 
he  would  send  them  the  article  to  be  propos- 
ed for  their  consideration,  subject  to  such  al- 
terations as  they  should  think  proper,  which 
should  be  sent  to  the  court  of  France,  and 
then  the  committee  should  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  result  thereof,  and  be  informed 
from  time  to  time,  what  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  chairman  and  deputy  expressed  their 
concern  in  having  incurred  his  lordship's 
displeasure,  by  not  fully  answering  the  ex- 
pectations of  government  in  the  memorial 
offered  by  the  secret  committee.  To  which 
his  lordship  answrered,  he  would  argue  the 
case  coolly  and  without  resentments  ;  but 
that  he  thought  the  committee  were  not 
candid  in  offering  such  terms  as  they  could 
not  expect  the  French. to  comply  with.  The 
chairman  and  deputy  then  entered  into  the 
views  of  that  memorial,  and  represented  the 
great  danger  of  restoring  to  the  French  the 
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territories  they  had  formerly  possessed  in  the 
Carnatic,   as   the   company   would   thereby 
risk  the  great  debt  due  to  them  from  the  na- 
bob, after  having  engaged  in  a  long  and  ex- 
pensive war,   to  prevent  the  French  from 
aggrandizing  themselves,  accordiug   to  Mr* 
Duplexes  ambitious  views.     That  these  con- 
siderations induced  the  company  to  give  it 
as   their   real   sentiments,   that   the  French 
ought  to  be  restored  only  to  the  state  they 
were  in  on  that  coast  before  the  year  17445 
and  confined  as  much  as  possible  to  a  mer- 
cantile system  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  re- 
move a  subject  of  future  dissensions,  they  had 
been    induced   to  relinquish  their  own  pre- 
tentions to  Masulapatnam,  thinking  likewise 
that  this  offer  might  prevent  any  obstacle  to 
the  general  peace.  To  which  his  lordship  re- 
plied, he  could  see  no  reason  for  such  a  con- 
cession, nor  that  it  would  answTer  any  pur- 
pose ;  however,  at  least,  it  ought  to  be  kept 
in  reserve. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  very  same  night  (Fri- 
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day  the  2  2d  of  October)  a  message  was  sent 
by  Mr.  Wood,  in  writing,  to  the  chairman, 
enclosing  the  following  preliminary  article, 
by  lord  Egremont's  order,  and  signifying  at 
the  same  time,  that  his  lordship  would  dis- 
patch his  messenger  on  the  morrow  night,  or 
Sunday  morning. 

"  In  the  East  Indies  England  shall  restore 
to  France  the  several  comptoirs  which  that 
crown  had  before  the  present  war,  on  the 
coast  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar,  as  well  as 
in  Bengal  j  but  the  comptoirs  in  this  last  part 
of  India  shall  not  be  restored,  but  on  con- 
dition that  his  most  christian  majesty  obliges 
himself  not  to  erect  any  fortification,  nor 
entertain  any  troops  there,  and  the  most  chris- 
tian king  engages  to  restore  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  all  the  conquests,  that  may  have 
been  made  by  the  French  forces  over  the 
English  in  the  East  Indies/* 

This  article  thus  sent  down  late  at  night, 
and  on  which  no  further  time  for  delibera- 
tion was  given  than  the  next  day,  was  laid 
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before  the  secret  committee,  about  noon,  on 
Saturday  the  twenty-third  of  Oetober.  It 
was  in  vain  to  hope  for  any  alteration  in  re- 
spect to  Bengal,  and  equally  in  vain  to  men- 
tion the  year  i  744  as  the  period  of  restitu- 
tions, and  extremely  difficult  to  fix  a  precise 
meaning  to  the  word  comptoirs,  which  (if  it 
included  settlements,  factories,  and  posses- 
sions) would  instantly  restore  to  France  that 
immense  extent  of  trade,  territory,  and  power, 
which  nothing  but  Providence  had  prevent- 
ed, after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  from 
bringing  utter  ruin  on  our  company. 

In  this  dilemma  all  that  the  secret  com- 
mittee could  do,  and  more,  indeed,  than  they 
could  expect  to  succeed  in,  according  to  the 
present  humour  of  the  ministry  ,was  to  make 
some  alterations  in  the  period  of  uti  possidetis 
now  set  down  to  them  ;  and  with  this  view 
they  came  to  a  resolution  to  return  the  ar- 
ticle altered  as  follows  : 

"  In  the  East  Indies  England  shall  restore 
to  France  the  several  settlements  which  that 
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crown  had  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent war  between  the  two  companies  in  In- 
dia, viz,  in  1 749,  on  the  coasts  of  Coroman- 
del,  and  Malabar,  in  the  condition  they  shall 
be  found ;  and  also  the  comptoirs  they  had 
in  Bengal.  But  these  restorations  shall  not 
be  made  but  on  condition  that  his  most  chris- 
dan  majesty  renounces  all  claim  to  subse- 
quc  ions,  and  obliges  himself  not 

to  erect  any  fortification,  nor  entertain  any 
troops  in  Bengal ;  and  the  most  christian 
king  engages  to  restore  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  all  the  conquests  that  may  have  been 
made  by  the  French  forces  over  the  English 
in  the  East  Indies." 

The  committee  also  sent  up,  at  the  same 
time,  two  articles,which  they  intreated  might 
be  made  part  of  the  preliminaries,  or  be  con- 
sidered in  the  general  treaty. 

The  first  related  to  acknowledging  the 
rights  of  the  present  subah  of  the  Deckan, 
and  the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic.  The  second, 
to  the  restoration  of  the  Chinese  families  and 
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slaves  carried  from  Bencoolen  by  the  count 
d'Estaign,and  a  reimbursement  of  the-  charges 
incurred  by  the  English  company,  on  account 
of  the  French  prisoners  of  war.  A  letter 
also  approved  by  the  committee,  and  design- 
ed by  the  chairman  and  deputy,  in  which  ill 
ambiguity  of  expression  was  carefully  av 
ed,  and  the  reasons  of  the  several  alterations 
in  the  preliminary  articles  plainly  and  forcibly 
laid  down. 

On  Sunday  the  24th  of  October,  the  chair- 
man received  a  message  from  Mr.  Wood,  de- 
siring to  have  some  conversation  with 
that  dav,  or  next  morning.     The  chairman 
accordingly   waited  on    him,  and  was   I 
there  having  been  no  actual  war  in.Iniia  be- 
tween the  two  companies,   in  the  year  1749, 
that  those  words,  "  the  present  war."  s 
ed  improper  :  it  was  therefore  agreed,  thai 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  should  be  in- 
serted in  their  stead,  which  would  cur. 
impropriety  without  altering  the  sense  of  the 
article, 
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On  Monday  the  25th,  at  ten  at  night,  the 
chairman  received  a  letter  at  Hackney,  from 
Mr*  Wood,  enclosing  the  article  thus  altered, 
in  point  of  expression  only,  and  desired  an 
immediate  answer,  whether  it  was  agreeable 
to  the  chairman's  idea,  as  explained  the  pre- 
ceding day  ?  This  article  being  the  same  as 
seen  in  the  preliminary  laid  before  the  public, 
was  returned  to  Mr.  Wood,  exactly  as  receiv- 
ed, with  a  remonstrance  in  his  letter  in  fa- 
Tour  of  the  country  powers,  which  was  dis- 
regarded. 

This,  sir,  is  the  substance  of  what  Mr.  Rous 
delivered  in  vindication  of  his  conduct ;  and 
however  clear  and  full  it  was  then  thought, 
and  must  now  appear  to  a  considering  reader, 
who  will  collect  and  weigh  the  parts  of  it 
together,  so  as  to  form  a  true  judgment  of 
the  whole  5  yet,  as  it  is  of  some  length,  and 
of  a  complicated  nature,  I  think  it  would  not 
be  amiss,in  your  next  paper,  to  throw  together 
some  general  remarks  on  these  transactions, 
not  only  as  they  relate  to  that  gentleman's 
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justification,  but  as  they  regard  the  interests 
of  the  company. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

A  PROPRIETOR. 

The  North  Briton  will,  with  the  greatest 
cheerfulness,  comply  with  the  request  of  his 
correspondent,  and  on  Saturday  next  will  not 
only  consider  the  justification  of  a  worthy  in- 
dividual, and  the  interest  of  a  respectable  com- 
pany, but  likewise  dare  (for  what  shall  not 
truth  dare  ?)  to  pay  his  most  humble  respects 
to  the  minister,  together  with  his  high  and 
mighty  agent,  Mr.  Wood. 
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SUBSTANCE  OF    A  CONVERSATION    BETWEEN 
DOCTOR  ARMSTRONG  AND  MR.  WILKES. 


Wednesday,  April  7,  1773,  Dr.  Arm- 
strong called  on  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  Prince's-court, 
about  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  without  the 
least  ceremonial  or  compliment  began — 

Dr.  Armstrong.  Did  yon,  sir,  write  the  let- 
ters in  the  Public  Advertiser  ? 

Mr.  Wilkes.  What  letters  do  you  mean, 
doctor  ?  There  are  many  letters  every  day  in- 
the  Public  Advertiser. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  Sir,  I  mean  the  three  letters 
about  me,  and  Day,  Day,*  sir. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  You  may  ask  the  printer,  Mr. 
Woodfdll.  He  has  my  orders  to  name  me, 
whenever  he  thinks  it  proper,  as  the  author 
of  every  thing  I  write  in  his  paper. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  believe  you  wrote  all 
those  letters. 

*  This  alludes  to  a  poem  written  by  Dr.  Armstrong 
in  the  year  17633ent;tleJ  "  Day  ;  a  poetical  epistle  from 
Dr.  Armstrong  to  John  Wilkes,  esq,." 
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Mr.  Wilkes.  What,  all  three,  doctor  ?  I 
am  very  roughly  treated  in  one  of  them,  in 
the  first,  signed  Dies. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  believe  you  wrote  that 
on  purpose  to  begin  the  controversy.  I  am 
almost  sure  of  it. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  I  hope  you  are  more  truly  in- 
formed in  other  things.  I  know  better  than 
to  abuse  myself  in  that  manner,  and  pity  the 
author  of  such  wretched  stuff. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  Did  you  write  the  other 
letters,  sir  ? 

Mr.  Wilkes.  The  proper  person  to  inquire 
of  is  Mr.  WoodfalL  I  will  not  answer  inter- 
rogatories. My  time  would  pass  in  a  strange 
manner  if  I  was  to  answer  every  question, 
which  any  gentleman  chose  to  put  to  me 
about  anonymous  letters. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  Whoever  has  abused  me, 
sir,  is  a  villain  ;  and  your  endeavours,  sir,  to 
set  England  and  Scotland  together  are  very 
bad. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  The  Scots  have  done  that  tho- 
roughly, doctor,  by  their  conduct  here,  par- 
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ticularly  by  their  own  nationality,  and  the 
outrages  of  lord  Bute  to  so  many  English 
families.  Whenever  you  think  proper  to  call 
upon  me  in  particular  as  a  gentleman,  you 
will  find  me  most  ready  to  answer  the  call. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  D — n  lord  Bute  !  It  had 
been  better  for  Scotland  he  had  never  been 
born.     He  has  done  us  infinite  mischief. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  And  us  too  :  but  I  suppose  we 
are  not  met  for  a  dish  of  politics  ? 

Dr.  Armstrong.  No,  but  I  wish  there  had 
been  no  union  j  I  am  sure  England  is  the 
gainer  by  it. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  I  will  not  make  an  essay  on 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
union. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  hate  politics  ;  but  I  have 
been  ill-used  by  you,  Mr.  Wilkes,  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  On  the  contrary,  doctor,  I  was 
the  injured  friend. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  thought  you  for  many 
years  the  most  amiable  friend  in  the  world, 
and  loved  your  company  the  most  j  but  you 


JOHN  WILKES,  ESC^  20/ 

distinguished  yourself  by  grossly  abusing  my 
country  in  the  North  Briton,  although  I  never 
read  much  of  that  paper. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  You  passed  your  time,  I  am 
satisfied,  much  better.  Who  told  you,  doctor, 
what  particular  numbers  I  wrote  ?  It  is  droll, 
but  the  bitterest  of  those  papers  which  was 
attributed  to  me,  was  a  description  of  Scot- 
land, first  printed  in  the  last  century,  on 
Charles  the  first's  return  from  thence  in  1 633. 
Were  you  ever,  doctor,  personally  attacked 
by  me  ?  Were  you  not,  although  a  Scots- 
man, at  the  very  time  of  the  North  Briton, 
complimented  by  me,  in  conjunction  with 
Churchill,  in  the  best  thing  I  wrote,  the  mock 
Dedication  to  Mortimer. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  To  be  praised  with  such  a 
writer  I  think  an  abuse. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  The  world  thinks  far  other- 
ways  of  that  wonderful  genius  Churchill ; 
but  you,  doctor,  have  sacrificed  private 
friendship  at  the  altar  of  politics.  After  many 
years  mutual  intercourse  of  good  offices,  you 
broke  every  tie  of  friendship  on  no  pretence 
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but  a  suspicion,  for  you  did  not  ask  for 
proof,  of  my  having  abused  your  country, 
that  country  I  have  for  years  together  heard 
you  inveigh  against  in  the  severest  terms, 
for  nastiness  and  nationality. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  only  did  it  in  joke,  sir. 
You  did  it  with  bitterness  ;  but  it  was  my 
country, 

Mr.  Wilkes.  No  man  has  abused  England 
so  much  as  Shakespeare  ;  or  France  so  much 
as  Voltaire  ;  yet  they  remain  the  favourites 
of  two  great  nations,  conscious  of  their  own 
superiority.  Were  you,  doctor,  attacked  by 
me  in  any  one  instance  ?  Was  not  the  most 
friendly  correspondence  carried  on  with  you 
the  whole  time,  till  you  broke  it  off  by  a  let- 
ter  in  1763,  in  which  you  declared  to  me, 
that  you  could  not,  with  honour,  associate 
with  one,  who  had  distinguished  liimself  by 
abusing  your  country,  and  that  you  remained 
with  all  due  sincerity  ?  I  remember  that  was 
the  strange  phrase. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  You  never  answered  that 
letter,  sir; 
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Mr.  Wilkes.  What  answer  could  I  give, 
doctor  ?  You  had  put  a  period  to  the  inter- 
course between  us.  I  still  continued  to  our 
common  friends  to  speak  of  you  with  terms 
of  respect,  while  you  were  grossly  abusing 
me.  You  said  to  Boswell,  Millar,  and  others, 
"  I  hope  there  is  a  hell,  that  Wilkes  may  lie 
in  it." 

Dr.  Armstrong.  In  a  passion  I  might  say  so. 
People  do  not  often  speak  their  minds  in  a 
passion. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  I  thought  they  generally  did, 
doctor. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  was  thoroughly  provok- 
ed, but  I  still  acknowledge  my  great  pecu- 
niary obligations  to  you,  although  I  dare  say  I 
could  have  got  the  money  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  I  was  always  happy  to  render 
you  every  service  in  my  power :  and  I  little 
imagined  a  liberal  mind  like  yours,  could 
have  been  worked  up  by  designing  men,  to 
write  me  such  a  letter,  in  answer  to  an  affec- 
tionate one  I  sent  you  on  the  prospect  of 
your  return. 
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Dr.  Armstrong.  I  was  happier  with  you 
than  any  man  in  the  world  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  complimented  you  not  a  little  in 
the  Day,  and  you  did  not  write  to  me  for  a 
year  and  a  quarter  after  that. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  Your  memory  does  not  serve 
you  faithfully,  doctor.  In  three  or  four 
months  at  farthest  you  had  two  or  three  let- 
ters together  from  me  on  your  return  to  the 
head  quarters  of  the  army.  I  am  abused  in 
Dies  for  that  publication,  and  the  manner 
of  it,  both  of  which  you  approved. 

Dr.  Armstrong.    I  did  so. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  I  was  abused  at  first,  I  am  told, 
in  the  manuscript  of  Dies,  for  having  sold  the 
copy,  arid  put  the  money  in  my  pocket,  but 
that  charge  was  suppressed  in  the  printed 
letter. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  know  nothing  of  that, 
and  will  do  you  justice. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  Will  you  call  upon  Mr.  D— , 
our  common  friend,  your  countryman,  and 
ask  him  what  he  thinks  of  your  conduct  to 
me,  and  whether  it  has  not  been  wholly  un- 
justifiable ? 
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Dr.  Armstrong.  Have  I  your  leave  to  ask 
Mr.  Woodfall,in  your  name,  about  the  letter? 

Mr.  Wilkes.  I  have  already  told  you,  doc- 
tor, what  directions  he  has  from  me.  Take 
four-and-twenty  hours  to  consider  what  you 
have  to  do,  and  let  me  know  the  result. 

Dr.  Armstrong.  I  am  sorry  to  have  taken 
up  so  much  of  your  time,  sir. 

Mr.  Wilkes.  It  stands  in  no  need  of  an  apo- 
logy, doctor.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  j  good 
morrow. 

N.  B.  These  minutes  were  taken  the  same 
afternoon  of  April  7,  1773,  and  sent  to  3. 
friend. 

Day  is  a  poetical  epistle  to  Mf.  Wilkes,  as 
mentioned  before. 

Dies  is  a  prose  letter  published  in  the  Pub- 
lic Advertiser  of  March  23,  1773,  followed 
by  Truth i  March  24,  and  Ntoi,  April  t. 
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MR,  WILKES  S  JOURNEY  TO  FRANCE. 

WHEN  Mr.  Wilkes  had  finished  printing 
the  North  Briton  he  discharged  his  workmen, 
and  resolved  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  daughter 
at  Paris, 

In  whatever  measures  or  engagements  he 
was  concerned,  an  ardent  attention  to  his 
daughter  was  always  his  first  consideration. 

He  had  determined  upon  attending  parlia- 
ment at  the  next  meeting  of  that  assembly* 
and  therefore  chose  this  opportunity  of  going 
to  Paris,  in  order  to  return  to  London  in  pro- 
per time,  to  concert  with  his  friends  the  mea- 
sures necessary  to  be  pursued. 

While  in  Paris  he  met  with  a  disagreeable 
and  vexatious  circumstance.  It  was  a  chal- 
lenge from  a  young  intemperate  Scots  officer 
in  the  French  service.  The  particulars  of  this 
affair  created  some  curiosity  and  party  ani- 
madversion ;  therefore  they  shall  be  related 
with  accuracy. 
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MR.  WILKES  S  AFFAIR  WITH  CAPTAIN  FORBES. 

ON  Monday  morning,  August  15,  1763, 
as  Mr.  Wilkes  was  walking  with  the  late 
lord  Palmerstone  to  Notre-Dame,  a  gentle- 
man came  up  to  him  in  the  street,  and  in- 
quired if  his  name  was  Wilkes.  The  gentle- 
man was  answered  in  the  affirmative  ;  upon 
which  he  said,  Mr.  Wilkes  wrote  the  North 
Briton,  and  must  fight  him.  Mr.  Wilkes  de- 
sired to  know  what  evidence  the  gentleman 
had  for  so  round  an  assertion  ;  that  he  had 
in  a  moment  cut  short  a  dispute,  which  had 
a  good  while  been  agitating  in  England,  and 
would  not  soon  be  over  \  that  a  squabble  in 
the  streets  was  unbecoming  a  gentleman,  and 
an  indecent  affront  to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  he  lived  at  the  hotel  de  Saxe,  and 
wished  him  a  good  day.  Mr.  Forbes,  in  the 
afternoon,  called  at  the  hotel  de  Saxe,  and 
left  on  a  card,  C.  John  Forbes.  The  next 
morning  he  returned  about  six.  He  said  his 
name  was  Forbes,  a  captain  in  the  French  re- 
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giment  of  Ogilby,  which  had  been  broke,  or, 
as  it  is  there  called,  reformed.  Mr,  Wilkes  re- 
gretted that  he  had  not  left  on  his  card  where 
he  lived,  to  have  prevented  him  that  second 
trouble  of  coming  to  the  hotel  de  Saxe,  and 
desired  to  know  his  commands.  He  said  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  must  fight  him,  because  he  had 
wrote  against  Scotland.  Mr.  Wilkes  asked 
what  he  had  wrote,  and  wished  to  see  the  pa- 
pers objected  to,  or  to  know  what  they  were, 
Mr.  Forbes  replied,  you  have  wrote  against  my 
country  ;  your  name  is  Wilkes  :  do  you  not 
write  ?  Mr.  Wilkes  said,  that  he  did  now  and 
then  write  receipts  for  tenants,  and  some- 
times on  post  nights  j  but  would  give  no  ac- 
count to  Mr.  Forbes,  nor  to  any  man.  Mr. 
Forbes  then  asked  him,  if  he  would  fight 
him  that  day  ;  Mr.  Wilkes  told  him  that  he 
would  fight  him  upon  his  honour  ;  but  he 
believed  he  could  not  indulge  him  that  day, 
for  he  had  a  previous  account  to  settle  with 
lord  Egremont,  and  went  into  the  circum- 
stances of  that  affair.  Mr.  Wilkes  added, 
that  it  was  very  unfit  captain  Forbes  and  he 
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should  talk  over  so  critical  a  business  alone  : 
therefore  desired  him  to  return  the  same  day 
at  noon,  and  to  bring  one  gentleman  for  a 
second  along  with  him  ;  and  Mr.  Wilkes's 
friend  and  second  would  likewise  attend. 
Mr.  Wilkes  declared  he  would  leave  every 
particular  of  time,  place,  &c  to  their  two 
friends,  and  would  abide  by  their  determina- 
tion. Captain  Forbes  promised  that  he  would 
bring  his  second  ;  but  came  alone  at  twelve 
at  noon,  and  found  monsieur  Gov  in  Mr. 
Wilkes's  apartments.  Mr.  Wilkes  soon  after 
returned.  Captain  Forbes  insisted  on  Mr. 
Wilkes's  fighting  him  that  day,  and  directly. 
Mr.  Wilkes  desired  him  to  explain  the  reason 
of  such  a  duel  to  monsieur  Gov  ;  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  any  personal  quarrel  with 
captain  Forbes,  and  reminded  him  of  his  pro- 
mise in  the  morning  to  return  with  a  second. 
Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  knew 
enough;  and  that  he  would  not  explain  him- 
self further.  Mr.  Wilkes  replied,  that  he 
would  not  then  enter  further  into  that  affair, 
his  friend  being  present,  and  no  gentleman 
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on  the  part  of  Mr.  Forbes.  Mr.  Forbes  then 
said,  that  his  friend  was  near,  and  that  he 
would  fetch  him.  He  accordingly  went  away ; 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  returned  again 
alone,  and  said,  he  would  bring  no  friend;  but 
Mr.  Wilkes  should  soon  hear  from  him.  Mr. 
Wilkes  asked  how  he  could  know  that  the 
person  he  was  conversing  with  was  a  gentle- 
man, or  was  captain  Forbes,  having  never 
seen  him  till  the  day  before ;  and  observed 
that  his  coming  in  such  a  manner,  and  re- 
fusing to  bring  a  second,  had  more  the  air  of 
an  assassin,  than  of  a  gentleman.  Mr.  Forbes 
said,  that  he  was  well  known  to  the  prince 
of  Soubize,  and  then  went  away. 

In  the  afternoon  the  marshals  of  France 
sent  and  put  Mr.  Wilkes  under  arrest.  Soon 
after,he  received  a  visit  fromMr.Macdonald,a 
Scottish  gentleman  in  the  French  service,  who 
told  him  that  he  came  in  the  name  of  the 
Scots  at  Paris,  to  assure  Mr.  Wilkes  that  they 
entirely  disapproved  of  captain  Forbes's  beha- 
viour ;  and  that  it  was  only  to  be  looked 
upon  as  the  rashness  of  a  young  man  of  three- 
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arid-twenty.  Mr.  Mackey,  who  was  likewise 
in  the  French  service,  and  had  the  cross  of 
St,  Lewis,  waited  afterwards  on  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  repeated  the  same  assurances. 

Mr.  Forbes  never  appeared  at  Paris  after 
that  day,  Tuesday  the  1 6th  of  August.  He 
was  for  some  days  concealed  in  a  house  at 
Paris  ;  but  as  soon  as  opportunity  permitted, 
he  fled  to  England.  A  short  time  after  he 
arrived  in  England,  he  received  a  letter  from 
lord  Sandwich,  then  secretary  of  state,  to 
embark  for  Portugal ;  where  he  was  taken 
into  the  Portuguese  service.  This  circum- 
stance gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  in  London, 
that  his  conduct  at  Paris  had  the  approba- 
tion of  some  person  in  power* 

At  Paris,  diligent  search  was  made  to  find 
captain  Forbes,  and  it  wras  discovered  that  he 
had  been  for  some  days  concealed  at  Mr, 
Murray's.*     At  last,  captain  Forbes  not  ap- 


*  The  famous  Alexander  Murray,  who  was  sent  to 
Newgate  on  account  of  his  conduct  in  the  Westminster 
election,  in  the  year  1751. 
VOL.  I,  L 
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pearing,  Mr.  Murray  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  was  brought  before  marshal  Noailles,  who 
was  president  of  the  tribunal  of  the  marshals 
of  France,  on  Friday  afternoon  the  19th,  at 
the   same   time  with   Mr,  Wilkes ;  and  on 
their  giving  their  paroles,  both  their  guards 
were  dismissed.  When  marshal  Noailles  asked 
Mr.  Wilkes,  what  was  his  quarrel  with  cap* 
tain  Forbes,  Mr.  Wilkes  only  said,  monseigneur9 
je  n*ai  ni  I'honneur  ni  I'envie  de  connoitre  Mon- 
sieur Forbes.     My  lord,  I  have  neither  the  ho- 
nour nor  the  wish  to  know  Mr.  Forbes.   Mr* 
Wilkes  then,  in  the  presence  of  several  French 
gentlemen,  after  marshal  Noailles  was  retired, 
begged  Mr.  Macdonald,  who  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mr.  Forbes,  to  assure  him,  that  as 
soon  as  the  affair  with  lord  Egremont  was 
settled,   if  he  was  alive,  he  would  indulge 
captain  Forbes,    should  he  choose  to  fight 
him  ;  and  that  it  would  be  captain  Forbes's 
own   fault   if  he   did   not  j  for  Mr.  Wilkes 
would  meet  him  for  that  purpose  any  where 
in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America,  except 
the  dominions  of  France, 
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LETTER  FROM  M.  GOY  TO  MR.  MURRAY, 
SIR, 

I  did  myself  several  times  the  honour  to 
wait  upon  you,  but  have  not  been  so  happy 
as  to  find  you  at  home.  I  intend  to  set  off 
on  Sunday  morning  for  Flanders,  and  should 
be  very  proud  to  take  my  leave  of  you,  there- 
fore hope  you  will  give  orders  for  my  being 
admitted  to-morrow,  any  time  the  most 
agreeable  to  you. 

I  am,  with  respect, 
sir,  &c. 

P.  Gov, 

Rue  St.  Anne,  butte  St.  Roch, 
vis-a-vis  le  commissaire. 

No  answer  was  returned  to  this  letter,  and 
on  Saturday  Mr.  Murray  would  not  be  at 
home* 


L  2 
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LETTER    FROM    MR.  WILKES    TO  THE  HON* 
ALEXANDER    MURRAY. 


SIR, 


I  have  waited  with  no  small  impatience, 
and  I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me,  that 
before  this,  captain  Forbes  ought  to  have  sent 
to  me.  You  know  every  thing  that  has  pas- 
sed between  us,  and  the  wild  extravagant 
wish  he  formed  of  fighting  me  on  no  pre- 
tence or  provocation. 

I  am  no  prize-fighter,  yet  I  told  him  that 
I  would  indulge  him,  and  as  soon  as  I  could. 
I  mentioned  to  him  the  affair  of  lord  Egre- 
mont,  and  the  previous  engagement  I  thought 
myself  under.  I  desired  him  to  bring  his 
second  the  same  day  at  noon,  and  our  two 
friends  should  settle  between  us  all  the  par- 
ticulars  of  time,  place,  &c. 

I  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  insolence 
and  inhumanity  of  lord  Egremont,  and  my 
resolution  of  calling  his  lordship  to  account  j 
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a  resolution  not  formed  yesterday,  but  what 
had  struck  me  the  second  day  of  my  impri- 
sonment in  the  Tower,  as  becoming  my  dig- 
nity, and  which,  at  that  very  time,  I  had 
mentioned  to  major  Rainsford,  the  gover- 
nor. 

I  had  likewise  then  fixed  the  hour  of  his 
losing  the  seals,  as  the  period  I  should  call  his 
lordship  to  that  account ;  and  I  am  sure  that 
I  would  have  left  Paris,  or  any  other  place, 
immediately  on  receiving  news  so  interesting 
to  myself,  so  welcome  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Forbes  undertook,  on  the  same  morn- 
ing, Tuesday  the  1 6th  of  August,  to  return 
at  noon,  and  to  bring  his  second.  You  know 
that  he  came,  but  brought  no  second.  Mon- 
sieur Goy,  my  second,  attended.  If  Mr. 
Forbes  had  kept  his  promise,  the  trouble  I  am 
now  obliged  to  give  you,  would  have  been 
unnecessary. 

Lord  Egremont,  to  my  great  regret,  greater 
I  believe  than  that  of  any  other  person,  has 
prevented  my  proceeding  further,  and  as  a 
Frenchman  would  say,  11  m'ajoue  un  vilain  tour. 
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I  am  now,  therefore,  most  entirely  at  cap- 
tain Forbes's  service,  and  shall  wait  his  com- 
mands. I  do  not  know  where  he  is,  for  he 
has  not  appeared  at  Paris  since  Tuesday  the 
1 6th  of  August.  As  your  house  has  been  his 
asylum,  I  am  necessitated  to  beg  you,  sir, 
to  acquaint  captain  Forbes,  that  I  will  be  at 
Menin,  the  first  town  in  Austrian  Flanders, 
on  the  confines  of  France,  the  21st  of  this 
month,  and  that  M.  Goy  will  do  me  the  ho- 
nour  of  accompanying  me  ;  but  he  only.  I 
shall  direct  my  letters  to  be  sent  there,  and 
the  moment  of  my  arrival  I  shall  go  to  the 
post-house. 

No  person  but  M.  Goy  is  acquainted  with 
any  part  of  this  transaction  ;  he  is  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  take  the  charge  of  this  letter. 

Give  me  leave  to  acknowledge  the  personal 

civilities  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  on 

me  at  Paris,  and  to  assure  you  that 

I  am,  sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Wilkes, 
Paris,  Hotel  de  Saxe, 
September  7* 
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Mr.  Wilkes  arrived  at  Menin  the  21st  in 
the  morning,  and  went  directly  to  the  post- 
house,  but  found  no  letter  there  from  either 
captain  Forbes  or  Mr.  Murray,  He  continued 
at  Menin  that  day  and  the  next :  still  no  let- 
ter  came.  He  then  left  a  direction  where  he 
was  gone,  and  set  off  for  Dunkirk. 


MR.  WILKES* S  RETURN  TO  ENGLAND. 


I.  Wilkes  having  no  longer  any  pros- 
pect of  meeting  with  captain  Forbes,  resolved 
upon  returning  to  England  to  attend  his  duty 
in  parliament.  In  the  present  critical  situa- 
tion of  his  affairs  his  appearance  in  parliament 
was  essential  to  the  support  of  his  cause 
and  his  character.  Besides,  all  his  friends 
and 'the  nation  expected  it.  To  lay  his  case 
before  parliament  wa^  his  ardent  wish:  and 
though  he  knew  that  the  parliament  which 
had  bestowed  their  approbation  upon  all  the 
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recent  measures,  was  as  obsequious  as  any 
agent  could  desire,  yet  he  flattered  himself, 
that  the  gross  violations  of  the  constitution, 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  of  the  privileges  of 
parliament,  which  had  been  committed  in 
his  case,  would,  when  they  were  stated  to 
the  house  of  commons,  raise  him  many  new 
friends.  Filled  with  this  hope  he  returned 
to  England. 


MR.   WILKES  S  LAST  PAPER  OF  THE  NORTH 
BRITON. 

Three  days  before  parliament  met,  he 
published  another  number  of  the  North  Bri- 
ton, which  he  called  No.  46,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy.  It  served  to  shew  that 
he  preserved  his  usual  spirits,  that  he  perse- 
vered in  the  same  line  of  politics,  and  that  the 
late  events  had  not  diminished^  but  rather 
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increased  the  passion  of  his  abhorrence  of  the 
ministry.  Only  a  few  copies  were  printed 
for  private  circulation. 

The  North  Briton,  N°  xlvi. 
Saturday,  November  12,   1763, 

Sed  quanto  ille  magis  formas  se  vertat  in  omnes, 
Tanto,  nate,  magis  contcnde  t'.nacia  vincla 

VlRGil. 
f 

JIT  is  not  possible  to  imagine  a  more  general 
satisfaction  and  more  lively  joy  than  appeared 
among  all  ranks  of  men  in  the  beginning 
of  the  last  spring,  when  our  most  excellent 
sovereign  graciously  condescended  to  gratify 
the  wishes  of  his  people,  by  removing  the  earl 
of  Bute  from  the  post  of  first  commissioner 
of  the  treasury.  England  had  long  smarted 
under  the  most  rapacious  acts  of  oppression 
and  tyranny,  which  were  frequently,  some- 
times very  wantonly,  exercised  by  that  inso- 
lent, over-bearing  minister.  A  general  con- 
fusion had  been  introduced  into  every  depart- 
ment of  the  state  j  but  the  finances  in  parti- 

L5 
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cular,  because  that  was  the  province  he  had 
peculiarly  made  his  own,  were  almost  ruined. 
The  national  faith,  which  had  been  so  cele- 
brated in  former  times,  began  to  be  held  in 
contempt,  and  one  of  our  allies  made  no 
scruple  to  upbraid  our  ministers  with  an  abso- 
lute breach  of  repeated  promises,  and  of  so- 
lemn engagements.  Public  credit,  even  so 
early  after  this  glorious  Scottish  peace,  began 
to  droop,  and  foreigners  had  already  taken 
the  alarm. 

The  public  joy,  at  the  removal  of  so  cor- 
rupt and  so  incapable  a  minister,  was  very 
universal  and  sincere :  but  alas !  the  days  of 
triumph,  on   an  event   which  had  so  long 
been  the  object  of  our  most  ardent  wishes, 
were  few  and  clouded.     The  nation   hoped, 
as  the  natural  and  immediate  consequence, 
to  have  seen  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
of  the  great  whig  families,  the  ancient  and 
the  only  real  friends  of  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick.    The   public   voice   seemed   to    have 
reached  the  ear  of  the  sovereign.    It  was  not 
at  first  believed  that  only  the  name  would 
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have  been  changed,  and  that  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs  could  be  entrusted  to  three 
known,  hackneyed  tools  of  that  very  minis- 
ter, who  were  at  one  moment  openly,  at  an- 
other with  a  little  feint,  to  pursue  the  same 
system,  the  same  unnational  measures  :  yet, 
from  a  temporary  despair,  this  soon  became 
the  case.     Res  ad  Triarios  rediit. 

These  three  political  Horaiii,  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  removal  of  the  Scot,  ob- 
tained a  pretty  explicit  declaration  in  their 
favour,  and  at  once  leagued  together,  not  for 
the  salvation,  but  for  the  plunder  of  the  state, 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  own  power,  and 
the  securing  to  themselves,  their  relations, 
and  even  new-born  babes,  the  most  desirable 
possessions  and  reversions  in  the  kingdom, 
in  our  conquests  and  our  colonies.  Not  one 
of  these  men  possessed,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
the  affections,  or  even  the  good  opinion  of 
the  people.  They  seemed  content  to  bear  the 
curses  ot  their  country,  provided  they  could 
share  among  themselves  the  most  lucrative 
offices  of  the  state.    The  pride  and  insolence 
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of  one  of  them,  was  never  equalled  by  any  of 
his  countrymen,  and  had  before  made  him 
as  universally  odious  in  private,  as  he  soon 
became  in  public  life.  A  savage  disposition, 
and  brutal  manners,  which  early  appeared  in 
his  juvenile  pleasures,  were  joined  in  him  to 
that  spirit  of  despotism  and  cruelty,  so  cha- 
racteristic of  the  whole  Stuart  line,  the  love  of 
which  his  father,  if  he  did  not  inculcate  into 
his  children,  had  yet  carried  with  him  quite 
through  life.  An  ignorance  scarcely  to  be 
credited,  and  a  mulishness,  which  could  never 
be  conquered,  rendered  him  the  contempt  of 
all,  who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  be  under  a 
necessity  of  attending  upon  him — But  he  has 
paid  the  debt  to  nature,  and  is  gathered  to 
the  dull  of  ancient  days. — The  other  lord  has 
been  said  to  concur  very  unwillingly  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  same  odious  schemes  :  but 
the  state  of  affairs  at  home,  and  the  necessity 
of  regular  quarterly  payments,  drove  him  to 
an  entire  acquiescence  with  every  measure 
prescribed. — As  to  the  commoner,  he  was 
chosen,  because  he  had  gone  through  the  se- 
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veral  departments  of  government,  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  dullest  and 
most  laborious  pack-ass  of  the  state,  and,  in 
his  youth,  had  seen  a  little  practice  in  law 
proceedings.  He  was  therefore  pitched  upon 
to  suggest  the  various  modes  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  many  projected  acts  of  oppres- 
sion, and  at  the  same  time  keeping  just  to 
the  windward  cf  the  law,  or  within  the  letter 
of  an  act  of  parliament.  He  was  the  true  au- 
thor of  the  most  grievous  part  of  that  cruel 
act  for  the  new  excise  on  cyder  and  perry,  by 
which  the  excise  officer  has  forced  his  way 
even  into  private  houses,  on  this  side  the 
Tw^ed  ;  for  such  is  the  partiality  of  this  tax, 
that  it  will  affect  only  a  few  English  counties, 
but  not  one  Scottish.  It  must  be  owned,  that 
no  man  was  ever  fitter  for  the  business  he 
undertook.  He  has  no  passions.  A  perfect 
apathy  reigns  in  his  breast,  save  that  an  over- 
flowing of  the  gall  is  now  and  then  a  good 
deal  troublesome  to  himself,  though  very 
little  to  any  other  person.  He  is  incapable  of 
pity,  of  remorse,  or  even  humanity,  and  in- 
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deed,  of  all  those  fine  feelings  which  men  of 
more  delicate  mould,  and  lively  parts,  relish 
in  so  exquisite  a  degree.  His  constant 
gravity  and  solemn  deportment  were  of  real 
service;  for  they  impressed  an  idea  of  dig- 
nity and  importance  on  the  common  be- 
holder;  and  his  want  of  passions  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  affecting  a  wonderful  sanc- 
tity of  morals. — Tertius  e  coslo  cecidit  Cato. 

Under  such  an  administration,  is  it  at  all 
surprising  that  our  affairs  at  home  are  de- 
clining, and  our  glory  abroad  sullied  ?  Some 
few  changes  haVe  indeed  been  made  ;  but 
have  such   men*    been  brought    in    as   had 

*  Of  these  men,  the  most  infamous  in  every  respect, 

was  the  E —  of .     He  had  passed  his  youth  in 

so  abandoned  and  profligate  a  n.anner,  that,  when  he 
arrived  at  the  middle  age  of  life,  he  did  not,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  remain  in  possession  of  the  smallest 
degree  of  virtue  or  honour.  His  conduct,  with  respect 
to  women,  was  not  only  loose  and  barefaced,  but  per- 
fidious, mean,  and  tricking.  He  was  restrained  by  no 
considerations  of  private  character,  nor  checked  by  any 
regard  to  public  decorum.  Frauds  of  the  lowest  nature, 
mforced  by  perjuries  and  falsehoods,  were  his  only  arts* 
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the  confidence  of  the  nation  ?  I  will  venture 
to  affirm  that    a  more  universal  discontent 

With  respect  to  men,  he  had  early  lost  every  sentiment 
of  honour,  and  was  grown  exceedingly  necessitous  from 
the  variety  of  his  vices,  as  well  as  rapacious  from  the 
lust  of  gratifying  them.  Nature  denied  him  wit,  but 
gave  him  a  species  of  buffoonery  of  the  lowest  kind* 
which  was  ridiculous  in  a  man  of  fashion,  and  fit  only 
for  the  dregs  of  the  people.  In  business  he  was  slow, 
tedious,  and  dull.  He  was  sent,  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, to  conclude  the  general  peace  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  in  174-8;  where  he  made  such  childish  blunders, 
that  an  able  and  experienced  minister  was  obliged  to 
be  sent  from  Vienna  on  purpose  to  do  the  business  of 
the  plenipotentiary.  The  minister  declared,  on  his 
arrival,  that  no  one  point  of  real  importance  had  been 
settled.  Even  the  usual  and  necessary  forms  of  the 
ratifications  of  former  treaties  had  been  omitted,  by 
which  our  greatest  commercial  advantages,  particularly 
with    Spain,  would  have    been  sacrificed.     Since  that 

period,   to  the   present  year,  lord was  laid 

aside,  as  totally  unfit  for  any  arduous  or  even  serious 
business,  nor  has  any  thing  of  moment  been,  by  any 
administration,  trusted  to  him  alone.  Almost  every 
good  man  having  been  forced  out,  or  voluntarily  left 
the  present  ministry,  the  seals  of  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  northern  department  were  put  into  his 
hands  j  .and  the  nation,  from  that  moment,  saw  that 
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never  appeared  among  the  people  than  at 
present.  We  were  told,  that  by  the  late 
peace  a  full  security  was  obtained  for  our 
American  colonies.  Is  that  the  fact?  The 
numbers  of  our  fellow  subjects  basely  mur- 
dered in  the  time  of  this  profound  glorious 
peace,  give  the  lie  to  the  flattering  addresses 
of  some  vile  hirelings  in  their  mother  coun- 
try,  and  demand  vengeance  on  the  ministers, 
who  have  so  scandalously  neglected,  and  left 
in  a  state  of  insecurity,  not  only  our  new  con- 
quests, but  our  most  valuable  colonies.  Those 
are  made  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  of  four  hun- 
gry Scottish  governors ;  these  are  left  ex* 
posed  to  the  barbarity  of  savages,  whom  the 
intrigues  of  our  new  friends,  the  French,  and 
repeated  injuries  from  our  own  people,  have, 
at  length,  armed  against  us.  As  to  the  merit 
of  three  of  these  gentlemen,  lam  a  perfect 
stranger :  the   demerit  of  the  governor  of 

the  administration  were  determined  to  aim  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  vitals  of  liberty,  and  the  English  constitu- 
tion ;  and  therefore  had  pitched  on  the  most  profligate 
fellow  of  the  age,  for  that  most  profligate  attempt. 
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Quebec,  the  world  has  seen  ;  for  he  had  very 
nearly  lost  the  most  important  conquest  wc 
made  during  the  whole  war  ;  a  conquest  pur- 
chased  with  the  blood  of  one  of  our  first 
heroes,  the  immortal  Wolfe.  Among  the 
variety  of  new  measures,  which  this  nation 
must  ever  deplore,  the  appointment  of  mili- 
tary men  to  civil  governments  is  not  the 
least  to  be  lamented  :  a  policy  reserved  for 
such  puny  politicians,  as  we  have  seen  taken 
from  the  Cocoa  and  Arthur's,  to  make  mi- 
nisters of,  and  which  is  deservedly  become 
the  ridicule  of  all  Europe.  I  will  only  fur- 
ther  observe  on  this  head,  that  the  partiality 
of  these  appointments  to  every  new  govern- 
ment we  have  acquired,  plainly  marks  the 
same  hand  so  fatal  and  hostile  to  England, 
which  instead  of  holding  the  fair  balance,  has, 
by  violence  and  injustice,  kept  down  one 
scale,  and  made  the  other  kick  the  beam.  A 
gazette  so  late  as  that  of  Saturday*  the  eighth 

*  The  king  has  been  pleased  to  constitute  and  ap- 
point the  honourable  James  Murray,  esq.  to  be  his  ma- 
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of  October,  must  convince  every  man,  that 
even  now  Scottish  influence  is  not  at  an  end, 
and  that  all  pretences  of  that  kind,  whether 
they  are  made  by  men  in  or  out  of  power^ 
are  captious  and  delusive. 

As  to  our  affairs  at  home,?  am  free  to  de- 
clare that  almost  the  only  healthy  symptom 
of  the  state  seems  to  me  the  noble  spirit  ex- 
erted by  our  countrymen  in  the  counties  of 

jesty's  captain  general  and  governor  in  chief  in  and 
qver  his  majesty's  province  of  Quebec  in  America* 

The  king  has  been  pleased  to  constitute  and  appoint 
James  Grant,  esq.  to  be  his  majesty's  captain  general 
and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his  majesty's  province 
of  East  Florida  in  America. 

The  king  has  been  pleased  to  constitute  and  appoint 
George  Johnstone,  esq.  to  be  his  majesty's  captain 
general  and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his  majesty's 
.  province  of  West  Florida  in  America. 

The  king  has  been  pleased  to  constitute  and  appoint 
Robert  Melvill,  esq.  to  be  his  majesty's  captain  general 
and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his  majesty's  islands 
of  Granada,  the  Grenadines,  Dominico,  St.  Vincent, 
and  Tobago  in  America;  and  of  all  other  islands  and 
territories  adjacent  thereto,  and  which  now  are,  or  here- 
tofore have  been  dependent  thereupon* 
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Devon,  Cornwall,  &c.  The  summer  has 
not  passed  in  inglorious  ease,  neither  in  the 
west  nor  the  south  of  this  once  happy  island, 
and  I  trust  that  the  holy  flame  of  liberty, 
which  has  glowed  in  the  hearts  of  many,  will 
be  caught  by  all  the  representatives  of  this 
free  country.  Parliaments  are,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  our  government,  the  guardians 
of  liberty.  Before  them  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
people  to  lay  their  grievances,  and  it  then 
equally  becomes  the  duty  of  our  representa- 
tives to  redress  them.  I  have  therefore  no 
doubt  that  very  early  in  the  ensuing  session 
of  parliament  our  countrymen  will  be  deli- 
vered from  this  new  bondage  of  excise,  the 
only  badge  of  slavery  which  this  kingdom 
knows  under  the  mild  government  of  the 
most  amiable  of  our  princes.  A  British  house 
of  commons  will  ever  be  faithful  to  the  great 
and  important  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the 
collective  body  of  the  people  ;  and  when  the 
sense  of  the  nation  is  so  clearly  known,  there 
ought  surely  to  be  no  hesitation  in  any  admi- 
nistration to  conform  to  it.    A  neighbouring 
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kingdom  has  very  lately  given  us  a  proof  of 
that  constitutional  spirit  and  love  of  freedom, 
which  has  ever  distinguished  those  true  and 
zealous  whigs.  The  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, by  several  leading  passages  in  his  speech 
to  parliament,  seemed  servilely  to  beg  their 
approbation  of  the  late  peace.  He  vainly 
hoped  that  this  sycophant  court  language 
would  be  echoed  back  in  the  address  j  but  an 
honest  house  of  commons  there,  greatly  su- 
perior to  all  undue  influence,  would  give  no 
congratulation  on  such  a  peace,  nor  prosti- 
tute the  words  glorious,  honourable,  or  ade- 
quate, to  what  has  disgraced  us  to  all  the 
world.  On  the  contrary,  those  generous  sons 
of  freedom,  embarked  in  the  same  noble  cause 
with  ourselves,  declare  in  an  animated  man- 
ner, that  they  cheerfully  supported  such  heavy 
burthens  during  the  continuance  of  the  late 
successful  war,  and  in  the  coldest  way,  but 
just  mention  the  re-establishment  of  a  gene- 
ral peace — The  parliaments  of  France  like- 
wise have  in  the  course  of  the  summer  set  an 
example  of  freedom,  which  some  other  king- 
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cloms  would  do  well  to  imitate,  and  have  pre- 
sented such  memorials  as  the  freest  state  in 
Europe  might  be  proud  to  own.     They  have 
not  been  afraid  to  declare  that  the  piety,  the 
honour,  the  justice  of  their  king  had  been 
surprised,  that  his  solemn  promises,  and  sa- 
cred word,  had  been  violated.     They  have 
dared  to  approach  the  throne  with  the  bold- 
est and  most  unwelcome  truths,  and  have 
made   bad  ministers   tremble.      They  have 
besides  drawn   such  faithful  pictures  of  the 
extreme  miseries  of  their  bleeding  country, 
as  must  confound  our  ministerial  hirelings  ; 
and  the  various  facts  they  mention  demon- 
strate the  total  inability  of  France  to  continue 
the  war.     Her  credit  was  entirely  lost,  and 
her  marine  annihilated.     How  she  has  since 
recruited,  and  in  what  a  state  of  recovery  her 
finances  are,  we  must  I  fear  too  soon  with 
anguish  experience.     This  is  the  more  to  be 
lamented,  because  the  public  securities  of  this 
kingdom  have  fallen  so  low,  that  foreign  na- 
tions begin  to  lose  all  opinion  of  that  credit 
on  whose  broad  basis  our  commerce  arose, 
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and  increased  to  a  magnitude,  which  has 
raised  the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  other 
states.  The  public  funds  in  a  very  few  months, 
in  this  early  dawning  of  peace,  have  fallen 
above  fourteen  per  cent.  England  appears 
now  in  danger  of  ceasing  to  be  the  great 
mart,  the  centre,  of  the  commerce  and  riches 
of  the  world,  from  the  fluctuating  state  of 
her  public  credit.  That  beautiful  and  won- 
drous fabric,  the  work  of  ages,  the  pride  and 
glory  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  jealousy  of  her 
most  powerful  neighbours,  which  has  surviv- 
ed two  desperate  Scottish  rebellions,  seems 
at  last  doomed  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  inca- 
pacity and  treachery  of  a  set  of  men,  for- 
merly the  objects  of  the  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule, now  of  the  abhorrence  and  hatred  of 
their  country. 
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JUDGE  JEFFREYS    GENERAL  WARRANT. 

JL  HE  following  letters  passed  between  Mr. 
Wilkes  and  a  Mr.  L.  a  few  years  since,  on  the 
subject  of  a  general  warrant  issued  by  lord 
chief  justice  Jeffreys,  and  are  now,  by  the 
kindness  of  an  eminent  solicitor,  presented 
to  the  public. 

Copy  of  the  Warrant. 

Whereas  I  am  informed  that 
Angl.  Ss.    there  are  divers  ill-disposed  per* 

sons  who  write,  print,  and  publish, 
treasonable,  popish,  seditious,  and  scandalous 
books,  pamphlets,  and  pictures,  endeavour* 
ing  thereby  to  disturb  the  minds  of  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  the  peace  of  this  kigdom: 
These  are  therefore  in  his  majesty's  name 
to  charge  and  command  you  and  every  of 
you,  upon  sight  hereof,  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  to  Robert  Stephens,  his  majesty's 
messenger   for  the  press,  in  making  diligent 
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search  in  all  suspected  places,  and  to  seize  all 
such  books,  pamphlets,  and  pictures,  as  he 
shall  be  informed  of,  in  any  booksellers',  prin- 
ters', binders'  shops  or  warehouses,  or  in  any 
ship  or  vessel,  or  other  place  whatsoever,  to 
the  end  they  may  be  disposed  of  according  to 
law.  Likewise,  if  you  should  be  informed 
of  the  authors,  printers,  publishers,  or  any 
other  persons  in  whose  custody  you  shall 
find  such  books,  pamphlets,  or  pictures,  you 
are  to  apprehend  and  bring  them  before  me, 
or  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  court  of 
king's-bench, or  someother  of  hismajesty's  jus- 
tices of  peace,  to  be  proceeded  against  according 
to  law.  Hereof  fail  not  at  your  perils.  Dated 
the  1st  day  of  September,  Anno  Dom.  1684. 

Geo.  Jeffreys. 
ToaUmayors,justices,sheriffs5bailiffs, 

constables,  headboroughs,  and  all 

other  officers  and  ministers  whom 

these  may  concern. 
To  Robert  Stephens,  messenger  for 

the  press,  and  customhouse  waiter 

and  searcher. 
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Monday,  27th  August,  1 781,  the  original 
warrant  was  sent  to  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  an  original 
warrant  of  the  noted  chief  justice  Jeffreys, 
which  it  will  afford  me  peculiar  pleasure  if 
you  shall  think  curious  enough  to  preserve, 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  ever  seen  any  such 
printed,  or  indeed  taken  notice  of  in  any  his- 
tory of  England  ;  and  therefore  imagine  they 
were  not  looked  upon  formerly  in  the  same 
justly  odious  light  they  are  at  present. 

The  kingdom  is  certainly  much  indebted 
to  you,  sir,  for  the  abolition  of  such  vile  in- 
struments of  power  ;  and  I  own  I  never  could 
read  the  warrant  enclosed  without  feeling,  as 
an  Englishman,  my  obligations  for  your  con- 
duct in  that  important  business. 

I  hope  posterity  will  do  justice  to  your  me- 
rits in  so  strenuously  opposing  the  Jeffreys 
of  the  present  reign  ;  and  that  your  public 

vol.  1.  M 
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services  will  engage  its  admiration  and  re- 
spect to  the  remotest  period  of  time. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

T.  L. 

Shaftesbury,  Dorsetshire, 
Monday,  27  August  1781. 


Mr.  Wilkes* s  Answer. 

PrinceVcourt,  Westminster, 
August  29,  1781. 
SIR, 
I  cannot  delay  a  single  post  acknowledg- 
ing the  distinguished  honour  I  have  just  re- 
ceived by  your  very  polite  letter,  and  the 
present  of  a  great  curiosity  with  which  it 
was  accompanied.     To  have  the  warm  appro- 
bation of  the  zealous  friends  of  this  free  coun- 
try and  constitution,  is  one  of  the  highest 
gratifications  I  can  enjoy.     It  will  ever  be  my 
ambition  to  transmit  my  name  to  posterity 
as  that  of  a  man  sincere  and  honest   in  the 
public  cause,  and  inflexible  in  the  defence  of 
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our  laws  and  liberties,  over  which  we  cannot 
keep  too  watchful  an  eye,  when  we  observe 
almost  all  the  neighbouring  nations  sunk  in 
abject  despotism. 

The  general  warrant  of  lord  chief  justice 
Jeffreys  was  new  historical  matter,  I  confess, 
to  me.  I  observe  that  it  is  issued  at  a  degrad- 
ing period,  when  Charles  II.  was  almost  ab- 
solute, in  September  1684,  after  the  city  of 
London,  and  most  of  the  corporations,  had 
been  tricked  out  of  their  charters.  It  was  a 
very  bold  step  of  Jeffreys ;  for  his  predecessor, 
sir  William  Scrogs,  so  lately  as  in  1680,  had 
been  impeached  by  the  house  of  commons, 
for  having,  "  since  his  being  made  chief  jus* 
tice  of  the  court  of  king's-bench,  in  an  arbi- 
trary manner,  granted  divers  general  war- 
rants, for  attaching  the  persons  and  seizing 
the  goods  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  not  named 
or  described  particularly  in  the  said  war- 
rants/* 

I  should  felicitate  myself,  sir,  if  any  lucky 
circumstance  might  bring  you  soon  to  the 
capital,  and  to  Prince's-court,  to  have  an 
m  2 
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opportunity  of  convincing  you  with  what 
true  regard  I  am, 

Your  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Wilkes. 


A  LETTER  ON  THE  PUBLIC  CONDUCT  OF 
MR.    WILKES. 

WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF. 
[This  letter  was  first  published  in  the  Political  Regis- 
ter. But  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  different  times  afterwards,  made 
several  alterations  in  it,  and  several  additions  to  it.  The 
following  is  printed  from  his  last  corrected  copy;  and 
as  it  contains  a  recapitulation  of  events,  it  will  properly 
precede  the  many  particulars,  related  in  the  correspon- 
dence ] 

Plutarch  in  the  Life  of  T.  Q.  Flaminius. 
SIR, 

AFTER  the  great  variety  of  pieces,  which 
to  this  hour  have  appeared  for  and  against 
Mr.  Wilkes,  that  subject  does  not  seem  yet 
exhausted,  nor  indeed  is  every  particular  of 
importance  relative  to  his  public  conduct  hi- 
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therto  known  and  authenticated.  I  say,  sir, 
public  conduct,  for  I  am  entirely  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman,  who  declares,  "  I  do 
not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  scan  the  pri- 
vate actions  of  any  man,  but  have  a  right  to 
consider  the  conduct  of  every  man  in  public, 
and  to  approve  or  to  condemn  his  doings,  as 
they  appear  to  me  to  be  calculated,  either 
for  the  good  or  the  hurt  of  his  country." — 
A  Letter  concerning  Libels,  Warrants,  &c.  pub- 
lished in  1764,  by  J.  Ahnon.* — I  shall  not 
now  stay  to  show  how  far  the  equity  of 
this  rule  was  violated  by  the  concealed  author 
himself  before  he  got  half  through  his  work, 
in  a  manner  equally  indecent  and  unjust  to 
a  sick  and  absent  friend,  whom  he  cruelly 
wounded ;  but  I  shall  venture  to  offer  a  few 
tolerable  gleanings. 

The  public,  sir,  have  a  right  to  ask  why 
Mr.   Wilkes   did  not  personally   attend  the 

*  This  celebrated  tract  has  been  ascribed  to  many 
gentlemen.  But  the  real  author  has  no:  been  named, 
lie  was  a  noble  peer. 
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trials  for  the  re-publication  of  the  North  Bri- 
ton, No.  45,  and  the  Essay  on  Woman,  as 
he  did  all  the  actions  brought  by  the  printers 
apprehended  under  the  general  warrant.  We 
ought  likewise  to  be  told  why  he  was  not 
present  in  the  house  of  commons,  when  the 
charge  against  him  wras  heard  on  the  19th  of 
January,  .1764.  The  justice  of  the  nation, 
and  his  own  personal  honour,  demanded  his 
appearance.  He  had  made  an  appeal  to  his 
country,  and  the  cause  of  liberty  had  a  par- 
ticular claim  on  a  man,  who  had  pledged  him- 
self in  its  defence.  He  was  prevented,  not 
by  fear,  to  which  I  believe  him  a  stranger, 
but  by  a  prohibition  from  the  highest  of  all 
powers,  by  a  dangerous  illness.  Towards 
the  end  of  December,  1763,  he  went,  during 
the  recess  of  parliament,  to  pass  the  holidays 
with  an  only  daughter,  who  was  at  Paris  for 
apart  of  her  education.  That  journey  being 
generally  made  in  four  days,  often  in  three, 
the  distance  was  of  no  consequence,  since  in 
so  short  a  time  he  could  hear  from  his 
friends.     He  was  seized  at  Paris  with  a  vio- 
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lent  fever.  A  considerable  inflammation, 
with  other  bad  symptoms,  attended  the  dan- 
gerous wound  he  received  in  a  duel  with  Mr. 
Martin.  In  this  condition  he  transmitted  to 
the  speaker,  on  the  nth  of  January,  1764, 
an  original  certificate  of  his  ill  health,  signed 
by  the  French  king's  physician,  and  a  sur- 
geon of  his  army.  He  requested  in  the  letter 
a  more  distant  day,  that  he  might  have  it  in 
his  power  to  attend  the  discussion  of  points, 
so  very  important  in  themselves,  and  in 
which  he  was  so  materially  concerned ;  but 
the  decree  of  expulsion  had  passed  the  lips  of 
the  Scottish  minister  to  his  slaves,  the  minis- 
ters of  the  day,  to  whom  for  a  snort  time 
he  had  delegated  his  onjnipotence.  They 
were  impowered  in  a  proper  manner  to  per- 
suade the  same  famous  majority  in  the  lower 
house,  which  had  been  induced  to  approve 
the  peace  of  Paris,  and  in  the  first  year  of  it 
to  establish  the  late  detested  excise  on  cyder 
and  perry,  not  only  to  expel  Mr.  Wilkes, 
but  likewise  to  vote  him  the  author  of  the 
North  Briton,  No.  45,  without  the  oath  of 
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any  witness,  ar  the  shadow  of  legal  proof* 
According  to  the  constitution  of  England, 
this  being  a  fact,  ought  to  have  been  tried  by 
a  jury  of  twelve  men,  and  not  inquired  inta 
by  witnesses  at  the  bar,  who  were  not  sworn. 
This  direct  attack  oh  the  rights  of  their 
countrymen  in  so  important  a  point  as  the 
trial  by  jury,  would  have  surprised  the  world 
in  any  other  body  of  men,  but  these  had 
before  voted  away  their  awn  privileges,  or 
rather  the  privileges  of  the  nation,  for  they 
are  strictly  the  rights  of  the  constituents, 
who  QQjafer  them  on  their  representatives  in 
parliament.  The  constitution  gives  privilege 
of  parliament  *  as  one  of  the  best  barriers 

*  "It  was  not  made  to  screen  criminals,  butto  preserve 
the  very  life  and  being  of  parliament ;  for  when  our  an- 
cestors considered,  that  the  law  had  lodged  the  great 
powers  of  arrest,  indictment,  and  information  in  the 
crown,  they  saw  the  parliament  would  be  undone,  if 
during  the  time  of  privilege  the  royal  process  should  be 
admitted  in  any  misdemeanor  whatsoever  ;  therefore, 
they  excepted  none.  Where  the  abuse  of  power  ought 
$ever  to  bs  given,  because  redress  comes  too  late. 
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against  the  violence  of  the  crown,  which 
might  otherwise,  in  an  important  moment, 
in  the  last  noble  struggle  of  expiring  liberty, 
seize  not  five,  as  a  former  Stuart  would  have 
done,  but  five  hundred,  deputies  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  had  done  this  in  so  intricate  and 
doubtful  a  case,  as  that  of  a  real,  or  pre- 
tended libel.  They  even  went  so  far  as  to 
thank  the  crown  for  the  tender  regard  ex- 
pressed for  the  privileges  of  the  house,  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  although  the  court  of 
common  pleas  had  unanimously  released  him, 
because  his  imprisonment  was  a  violation  of 
the  privileges  of  the  house,  and  those  judges 
on  oath  were  obliged  to  consider  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament  as  a  part  of  the  law  of 
the  land.     I  suppose  their    decision  in    his 

"  A  parliament-  under  perpetual  terror  of  imprison- 
ment, can  neither  be  free,  nor  bold,  nor  honest,  and  if 
this  privilege  was  once  removed,  the  most  important 
question  might  be  irrecoverably  lost,  or  carried  by  a  sud- 
den irruption  of  messengers,  let  loose  against  the  mem- 
bers half  an  hour  before  the  debate." 

Lords'  Protest,  29  Nov.  1765. 
M  5 


«5°  MEMOIRS  OF 

favour  against  the  two  lords  of  his  majesty's 
most  honourable  privy  council,  and  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  who  both  signed  the  war- 
rant of  commitment,  is  now  acknowledged 
to  be  legal,  for  the  president  of  that  court, 
who  delivered  their  opinion  and  his  own,  has 
since  been  promoted  to  the  first  dignity  in 
the  law,  and  is  at  this  hour  lord  high  chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britain.  In  other  instances, 
notwithstanding  the  clear  precedent  on  their 
own  journals,  of  a  chief  justice  impeached 
for  "  having,  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  grant- 
ed divers  general  warrants  for  attaching  the 
persons,  and  seizing  the  goods  of  his  majes- 
ty's subjects,"  the  express  vote  "  that  the 
searching  and  sealing  of  the  chambers,  stu- 
dies and  papers,  of  members  of  parliament, 
and  issuing  out  warrants  for  that  purpose, 
are  breaches  of  privilege  ;"  and  the  remarka- 
ble case  in  point,  "  that  Mr.  Laurence  Whit- 
acre,  being  a  member  of  parliament,  and  en- 
tering into  the  chamber  of  sir  John  Elliot, 
being  likewise  a  member  in  that  parliament, 
searching  of  his  trunks  and  papers,  and  seal- 
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ingpf  them,  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege of  parliament ;"  and  Mr.  Wilkes  had, 
on  the  very  first  day  of  the  session  in  1762, 
made  a  complaint  against  the  under-sccretary, 
Mr.  Wood,  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  Mr. 
Webb,  &c.  and  all  the  facts  were  of  public 
notoriety,  yet  the  majority  on  the  14th  of 
February  1764,  arbitrarily  voted  that  the 
complaint  against  them  should  be  discharged, 
yet  without  any  declaration  of  their  reasons 
for  so  strange  a  proceeding,  or  asserting  the 
innocence  of  the  parties  under  so  heinous  a 
charge.  The  cruelty  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  treat- 
ment in  the  Tower,  to  which  he  wras  com- 
mitted a  close  *  prisoner  even  for  a  misde- 
meanor, and  the  suffering  no  person  for  three 
days  to  come  near  a  member  of  parliament 
to  bail  him,  although  committed  for  a  baila- 

*  "  The  law  of  England  appoints  imprisonment  M  in 
custodiam  not  in  pcenam,"  acknowledges  no  close  im- 
prisonment, whereas  I  was  kept  with  the  most  extreme 
rigour." — Algernon  Sydney's  Apology  in  the  day  e£ 
iiis  death.     Page  173. 
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ble  offence,  were  likewise  entirely  overlooked 
by  a  majority,  glorying  in  a  blind  submission: 
to  the  inhuman  dictates  of  a  cruel,  despotic* 
and  remorseless  minister.  Thanks  to  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who  planned  the 
noble  constitution  of  this  country,  that  house 
©f  commons  is  now  dead,  but  the  memory 
©f  their  infamy  is  immortal.  They  were  suf- 
fered to  die  a  natural  death,  although  they 
had  long  survived  the  good  opinion,  and  to- 
tally lost  the  confidence  of  their  masters* 
No  age  produced  so  great  a  number  of  pro- 
fligate and  prostitute  senators.  After  the 
total  loss  of  the  liberties  of  Rome,  Tiberius 
did  not  find  a  senate  so  slavish,  and  even  the 
pensionary  parliament  of  Charles  II.  must 
now  cease  to  be  the  most  infamous  in  the  an- 
nals of  England.. 

Mr.  Wilkes  continued  very  ill  during  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  nor  was 
he  tolerably  recovered  till  the  end  of  April. 
He  seldom  ventured  abroad,  even  in  March 
*hat  year.  The  majority  had  made  a  pre- 
tence>  that  the  certificate  of  his  bad  state  o£ 
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health  was  not  authenticated  before  a  notary 
public.  He  therefore,  in  vindication  of  his 
honour,  transmitted  to  the  speaker,  on  the 
5th  of  February,  a  fresh  certificate,  which 
proved  that  the  former  was  in  the  due  form, 
and  gave  the  particulars  of  his  illness  to  that 
day.  This  was  attested  by  two  notaries  pub- 
lic, and  the  English  ambassador.  The  trials 
in  the  kingVbench  however  came  on  the 
21st  of  February,  the  alteration  of  the  records 
having  been  made  only  the  day  before.  The 
next  French  mail  brought  to  him,  languish- 
ing in  bed5as  a  balm  to  his  wounds,  an  account 
of  the  surprising  transactions  of  those  two 
days,  although  by  the  preceding  post  he  had 
received  the  most  positive  assurance  that  the 
trials  wereput  off,  together  with  copies  of  coun- 
ter-notices, signed  by  the  summoning  officer,, 
which  had  been  sent  to  several  of  the  jury- 
Could  he  have  known  the  records  would  be- 
altered  after  he  had  pleaded,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  given  orders  not  to  make  any  de- 
fence, and  have  sought  a  constitutional  re- 
medy,    The  proceeding  to  trial  under  such 
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circumstances,  when  his  solicitor  had  pro- 
tested against  the  alteration,  shewed  how 
determined  his  enemies  were,  at  any  rate,  to 
make  sure  of  his  conviction.  If  the  alteration 
had  not  been  made,  the  original  records  were 
too  loose  and  vague  to  have  convicted  him. 
The  information  must  have  been  quashed.* 
Could  he  suspect  the  alteration,  which  was 
deferred  almost  to  the  last  hour?  Lord 
Mansfield  personally  went  through  the  whole 
of  this  business.  The  alteration  of  the  re- 
cords was  made  under  his  immediate  inspec- 
tion at  his  own  house,  and  ke  tried  both  the 
causes.     The  false  and  cankered  Scot,  whose 

*  •*  The  common  opinion  among  lawyers  has  always 
been,  that  no  judge,  in  a  criminal  proceeding,  ought  to 
know  any  thing  of  the  record  before  the  trial  comes  on, 
unless  one  of  the  parlies,  in  open  court,  move  something 
thereon;  because  a  judge  is  to  be  unprejudiced  and  im- 
partial. The  making  of  an  immaterial  alteration  in  any 
chamber  would  be  folly,  the  making  of  a  material  one, 
without  consent,  seems  to  be  injustice,  seeing  it  might 
prevent  and  remove  an  objection  fatal  after  trial,  in 
arrest  of  judgment.  And  what  attorney  in  his  senses 
would  complain  to  any  court  against  the  president  i* 
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pestilential  breath  blasted  all  our  warrior's 
laurels,  now  exulted,  and  thought  his  subtle 
countryman  had  made  him  for  ever  safe  from 
the  most  dangerousof  his  enemies, for  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  had  received  the  coup  de  grace  by  the 
two  verdicts,  and  the  outlawry  which  proba- 
bly would  follow.  Could  lord  Mansfield  have 
imagined  that  Mr.  Wilkes  would  have  dared 
to  return  to  England,  I  believe  he  would 
neither  have  tried  the  two  causes  himself, 
nor  have  ventured  upon  the  alteration  of  the 
records. 

The  first  plan  of  the  Scottish  minister's  re- 
venge was  still  deeper  laid.     A  complaint  had 


it  ?  I  challenge  this  sophist  to  produce  one  adjudged  pre- 
cedent^ such  an  alteration.  His  supposition  of  there  be- 
ing no  difference  in  legal  signification  between  the  words 
tenor  and  purport,  is  grounded  in  ignorance;  the  former 
having  been  determined  to  import  an  exact  recital,  and  the 
other  only  the  general  meaning  and  effect,  of  any  deed  or 
paper.  For  which  reason  the  first  has  been  held  to  be 
sufficient,  and  the  other  insufficient  to  ground  a  convic- 
tion.''— Postscript  to  a  Letter  concerning  Libels,  War- 
rants, the  Seizure  of  Papers,s&c. 
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been  purposely  made  to  the  house  of  lords  by 
the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  that  the  name  of 
Warburton  had  been  put  to  some  notes  of 
the  Essay  on  Woman.  The  bishop,  in  this 
affair,  was,  however,  only  coadjutor  to  a*  lay 
lord,  ho?nini  pest  homines  natos  turpissimo,  seek- 
ratissimO)  contaminatissitno,  who  first  moved, 
the  complaint,  so  much  to  the  astonishment 
of  his  brother  peers,  that  t  one  of  them  said, 
u  he  never  before  heard  the  devil  preach  a 
sermon  against  sin."  It  had  therefore  been 
determined,  that  after  the  expulsion  from 
the  house  of  commons,  which  was  already 
bargained  for,  he  should  be  committed  to 
Newgate  on  this  pretended  breach  of  the  bi- 
shop's privilege,  and  continue  there  till  a  ver- 
dict was  found  against  him.  He  would  then 
be  in  safe  custody  to  receive  the  sentence  of 
the  kingVbench.  The  success  of  this  minis-* 
terial  craft  was  certain,  had  Mr.  Wilkes  been 
in  a  capacity  of  returning  to  England  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1764.     When  he  was 

*  Earl  of  Sandwich.         f-  Lord  Le  Despencer* 
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able,  after  the  two  trials  and  the  expulsion, 
if  he  had  returned  during  the  lawless  rule  of 
an  administration,  which  had  sacrificed  the 
liberties  of  the  subject,  and  even  their  own 
security,  to  gratify  the  favourite's  lust  of  re- 
venge,  he  ought  to  have  lodged  in  Moor- 
fields.  He  carried  on  steadily,  all  this  time, 
the  causes  against  lord  Halifax,  and  they 
were  only  suspended  by  his  outlawry,  which 
took  place  in  November  1764*  The  day,  on 
which  the  writs  of  error  were  allowed  in 
1768,  he  resumed  the  attack,  and  I  believe 
his  lordship  will  not  now  be  much  longer 
able  to  mock  the  justice  of  the  nation.  On 
the  charges  of  the  ministry,  with  pleasing, 
but  delusive  hopes,  in  1766  he  twice 

veview'd  his  native  shore, 

Much  fam'J  for  gen?rous  steeds,  for  beauty  more, 

as  old  Honker  says  of  Greece,  and  is  equally 
true  of  England,  but  one  of  the  ministers 
wanted  the  power,  and  the  other  the  will, 
to  do  him  justice.     The  marquis  was  in  his 
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heart  the  warm  friend  of  liberty  and  his 
country. 

Mr,  Wilkes  was  outlawed  for  contumacy 
in  not  appearing  to  receive  sentence.  The 
courts  of  law  have  always  looked  on  out- 
lawries as  odious.  The  process  of  outlawry 
is  to  compel  an  appearance :  as  soon  as  an 
appearance  is  made,  the  court  ought  to  be 
satisfied.  When,  therefore,  he  came  into  the 
court  of  king's-bench,  and  declared  an  entire 
submission  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  it  was 
most  natural  to  imagine  the  outlawry  would 
have  fallen  of  course,  sentence  been  pro- 
nounced, and  the  law  fully  satisfied.  His 
counsel  insisted  on  this,  and  likewise  pointed 
out  many  defects  in  the  form  of  the  out- 
lawry, which  proved  it  erroneous  and  in- 
valid. He  had  appeared,  and  declared  him- 
self the  person  against  whom  two  verdicts 
were  found  at  that  very  bar,  but  the  most 
ridiculous,  the  most  farcical  scene  imaginable 
followed.  The  judges  (credite  posteri  ! ) 
agreed  not  to  know  him3  and  he  was  suf- 
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fared,  notwithstanding  the  two  convictions 
on  record,  together  with  an  outlawry,  to 
depart  the  court  of  king's-bench  in  as  full 
security  as  any  of  the  numerous  and  asto- 
nished spectators.  It  was  then  the  determi- 
nation to  have  continued  the  outlawry.  The 
speech  delivered  by  lord  Mansfield  on  the 
reversal  was  composed,  or  rather  translated 
from  the  Latin,  about  that  time,  evidently 
as  an  apology  for  the  establishing  of  it.  A 
week  after  this,  Mr.  Wilkes  sent  to  the  she- 
riff's officer  to  execute  the  capias  utlagatum 
upon  him  at  a  fixed  hour  in  his  own  apart- 
ment. He  attended  the  officer  into  court  the 
same  morning,  on  the  27th  of  April,  but  it 
was  not  till  the  9th  of  June,  when  the  out- 
lawry was  reversed.  It  was  then  at  last  de- 
clared originally  null  and  invalid.  This  long 
delay  was  the  more  extraordinary,  because 
by  his  express  orders  the  counsel  had  refused 
to  argue  that  point  any  more  after  the  first 
hearing,  although  pressed  to  it  by  the  judges. 
His  reason  was,  that  the  public  had  declared 
an  entire  satisfaction  in  the  state  of  the  argu- 
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merit,  as  left  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn.  Lord 
Mansfield  reversed  the  outlawry,  merely  on 
an  error  stated  by  the  Serjeant  in  the  form5 
not  on  the  large  and  liberal  ideas  of  law  and 
justice,  on  which  the  greatest  stress  had  been 
laid  in  the  pleadings.  This  defect  was  the 
omission  of  two  words,  pro  comitatu.  Mr. 
Wilkes  however,  I  believe,  owts  the  reversal 
of  his  outlawry  to  no  legal  pleadings,,  no 
subtle  arguments,  or  nice  distinctions,  to  no 
pretended  failure  of  form  where  no  form 
whatever  is  prescribed,  but  to  the  temper 
and  high  spirit  of  the  times,  to  the  people  of 
England  in  general,  more  than  to  any  one 
man.  He  has  that  most  essential  obligation 
to  the  nation  at  large,  not  to  the  kindness  of 
any  particular. 

The  little  piece  of  chicane  I  have  men- 
tioned in  the  English  lawT  is  only  to  be  paral- 
leled by  a  similar  nicety  among  the  Romans, 
which  gave  the  pretext  to  a  like  reversal  of 
the  proscription  of  Cicero.  The  law  againft 
him  was  bad  grammar  and  false  Latin,  for 
the  tense  was  mistaken.     It  was  drawn  by 
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Sextus  Clodius,  the  Wedderburn  of  the  Ro- 
man bar,  but  instead  of  inter dicatur^  it  was 
inter  dictum  sit,  which  Cicero  declares  rendered 
it  null.  At  quid  tulit  legum  scriptor  peritus, 
callidus  ?  Ve/itis,  jubeaiis,  ut  M.  Tullio  aqua  et 
ignis  interdicatur  ?  non  tulit  ut  inter dicatur : 
quid  ergo  ?  ut  interdictum  sit.  Afterwards  Ke 
observes,  Quid  si  Us  verbis  script  a  est  ist  a  pro- 
scription ut  se  ipsa  dissolvat  ?  He  gives  the  rea- 
sons at  large,  quod  factum  non  est  ut  sit  factum, 
ferri  ad  populum,  aut  verbis  u/lis  sanciri,  aut 
suffragiis  conjirmari  potest  ?  &c.  &C 

I  shall  now,  sir,  give  you  my  opinion  on 
another  point  of  importance  among  the 
charges  brought  against  Mr.  Wilkes.  He  is 
said  to  have  spurned  at  all  law  and  govern- 
ment, to  have  raised  and  fomented  the  riots 
and  tumults,  so  frequent  of  late  years  in  this 
kingdom.  The  whole  of  his  conduct  demon- 
strates the  injustice  and  malice  of  this  charge. 
The  distractions  and  confusions  in  all  public 
affairs  spring  from  a  very  different  cause, 
from  the  general  discontent  of  the  people, 
who,  in  the  fatal  effects,  observe  and  smart 
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for  the  unhappy  influence  over  the  sovereign 
of  a  free  country,  which  a  man  has  obtained, 
who  wants  wisdom,  and  holds  principles  in- 
compatible with  freedom,  as  Mr.  Pitt  said, 
although  he  has  been   contradicted  by  lord 
Chatham.     Mr.   Wilkes  has  irreproachably 
the  merit   of  a  good  subject,  for  he  has  al- 
ways paid  a  due  respect  to  the  laws,  a  reve- 
rence to  the  constitution,  an  obedience  to 
the  power  of  the  magistrate,  and  to  all  just 
authority.     Under  repeated  oppressions  by 
the  hand  of  power,  he  has  only  sought  the 
legal  redress.     He  has  claimed  the  protection 
of  the  laws  against  acts  of  injustice,  violence, 
and  ministerial  robbery.  The  laws  have  fully 
justified  the  appeal.     His  enemies  have  been 
convicted  of  many  atrocious,  illegal  acts,  and 
condemned  by  more  than  one  sovereign  court 
of  justice.     He  is  indeed,  sir,  a  man  more 
sinned    against,    than    sinning.      After  the 
sharpest  provocations,   the  conduct   of  Mr. 
Wilkes  has  been  cool,  temperate,  and  pru- 
dent. When  he  was  released  from  the  Tower, 
he  went  soon  into  a  retired  part  of  Surrey. 
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He  visited  his  friends  in  the  city,  after  that 
triumph  of  the  laws  in  his  person  over  minis- 
terial tyranny,  only  in  the  most  private  man- 
ner, to  avoid  every  possibility  of  a  tumult 
among  the  people,  who  thought  him  greatly 
injured,  and  had  warmly  espoused  his  cause 
in  gratitude  to  a  man,  qui  libertatem  civibus 
stabiliveraty  in  Tully's  phrase.  He  did  not 
make  a  vain  foolish  progress  through  several 
counties,  like  the  mad  tory  parson  in  queen 
Anne's  time.  He  went  only  once  into  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  he  chose  the  king's  birth- 
day for  the  time  of  his  coming  among  his 
constituents  at  Aylesbury,  that  the  rejoicings 
on  his  return  to  them  might  distinguish  that 
auspicious  day.  On  the  occasion  he  gave  an 
entertainment  to  the  borough,  after  which 
he  returned  to  town. 

The  same  spirit  of  moderation  and  pru- 
dence dictated  all  his  future  measures,  and  he 
studiously  avoided  every  thing  which  could 
inflame.  Since  his  last  return  to  England, 
the  city  and  Middlesex  elections  have  given 
fresh  proofs  of  his  love  of  decency,  peace, 
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and  order.  He  exerted  himself  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  poll  at  Guildhall  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  city,  and  his  last  words 
on  quitting  the  hustings  were,  "  Gentle- 
men, I  recommend  it  to  you  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  exert  yourselves  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  this  great  city."  That 
attention  to  the  public  good  in  such  a  mo- 
ment of  humiliation  to  an  unsuccessful  can- 
didate, carries  with  it,  in  my  idea,  particular 
merit,  but  the  action,  by  which  it  was  follow- 
ed, gives  it  great  lustre.  The  livery  in  general 
had  been  disgusted  by  the  partiality  of  the 
first  city  magistrate,  and  irritated  by  the 
ministerial  orders  to  vote  for  their  creatures, 
which  were  issued  from  some  of  the  boards. 
Those  orders  had  appeared  in  most  of  the  pub- 
lic prints.  The  people  were  fully  informed 
of  every  transaction.  They  thought  the  elec- 
tion unfair  from  the  beginning,  and  were  far- 
ther provoked  the  last  day  at  the  shutting 
the  great  iron  gates  during  the  time  of  the 
poll,  by  which  many  of  the  livery  were  pre- 
vented getting  into  the  hall.    It  was  believed 
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that  they  intended  at  the  close,  before  the 
numbers  could  be  cast  up  and  proclaimed,  to 
have  seized  and  destroyed  the  poll  books, 
that  the  whole  proceedings,  which  they  con- 
sidered as  irregular,  might  be  void.  The 
moment  of  the  clerks  delivering  the  poll  books 
to  the  sheriffs  on  the  hustings  in  order  to  be 
cast  up  by  them,  was  to  have  been  the  signal. 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  informed  of  this,  and  he 
prevented  it  by  retiring  as  soon  as  the  poll 
was  finished,  before  the  books  could  be  cast 
up,  even  by  the  clerks,  and  delivered.  The 
greater  part  of  the  people,  as  on  the  former 
days,  followed  Mr.  Wilkes.  All  the  other 
candidates  remained  in  the  hall  with  their 
friends,  the  sheriffs  proceeded  to  cast  up  the 
books,  and  the  declaration  of  the  numbers 
on  the  final  close  of  the  poll  was  by  this  pru- 
dent measure  made  with  very  little  confusion. 
The  former  days  of  the  poll  Mr.  Wilkes  had 
attended  the  casting  up  of  the  books,  even  by 
the  sheriffs,  and  the  affixing  of  the  numbers 
for  public  inspection  at  the  upper  end  of 
vol.  1.  N 
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Guildhall.  One  of  the  successful  candidates 
thanked  him  publicly,  as  he  was  retiring  from 
the  hustings,  for  the  excellency  of  his  con- 
duct. 

The  Middlesex  election  furnishes  another 
proof  of  the  care  Mr.  Wilkes  has  taken  to 
maintain  decency  and  good  order.  A  great 
riot  was  apprehended,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
favourite,  and  indeed  then  became  the  only 
resource  of  the  other  party.  The  outlawry 
subsisting,  they  had  with  the  basest  views 
most  falsely  and  infamously  asserted  in  the 
public  papers,  that  he  might  be  killed  like  a 
wild  beast,  and  ought  to  be  shot  like  a  mad 
dog ;  that  such  an  action  would  be  not  only 
innocent,  but  meritorious.  He  dispersed 
through  the  county  many  thousand  ad- 
dresses to  the  freeholders,  entreating  their 
assistance  for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace,  without  a  hint  of  his  private  safety. 
He  might  certainly  have  been  attended  by  a 
numerous  cavalcade  to  Brentford.  Many  of 
the  freeholders  pressed  it  as  a  proper,  and  the 
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usual,  measure ;  but  he  chose  the  most  pri- 
vate manner,  and  went  there  the  evening  be- 
fore the  election  with  only  one  *  gentleman, 
whose  friendship  he  ranks  among- the  honours 
and  blessings  of  his  life.  The  election  was 
carried  through  in  the  greatest  freedom  and 
order,  with  a  general  sobriety  never  before 
seen  on  such  an  occasion,  entirely  owing  to 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Wilkes  and  his  friends. 
On  the  same  principle  of  preventing  even  the 
possibility  of  a  tumult  or  riot,  he  declined  the 
being  chaired,  and  other  usual  honours. 

I  am  ashamed,  sir,  to  have  dwelt  so  long  on 
a  point,  which  may  be  proved  by  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Wilkes's  conduct.  Even  his  present 
situation  has  given  him  a  glorious  opportu- 
nity,  which  I  do  not  recollect  has  happened 
to  any  other  man,  of  shewing  his  obedience 
to  the  laws  and  to  the  civil  magistrate.  Af- 
ter  the  refusal  of  bail  by  his  judges  before 
sentence,  in  his  way  to  prison,  he  was  rescued 


*  The  rev.  Mr.  John  H  >rae,  minister  of  New  Brentford. 

N  2 
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by  his  countrymen.  The  officers  of  justice, 
who  had  the  charge  of  him,  were  in  the  ut- 
most danger.  Mr.  Wilkes  had  that  day  the 
happiness  of  preserving  three  lives,  although 
perhaps  not  the  three  he  would  have  chosen 
from  the  whole  species.  Afterwards,  by  a 
stratagem,  and  in  disguise,  he  escaped  into 
the  prison,  to  which  he  had  been  sentenced 
in  the  morning.  The  marshal  soon  came, 
still  pale,  trembling,  and  aghast,  ready  to  fall 
on  his  knees  no  less  from  fear  than  gratitude, 
thanked  him  in  the  warmest  terms,  and  said, 
<c  it  was  impossible  he  could  continue  in  the 
king's-bench  prison  twenty-four  hours,  if 
there  was  any  honour  in  government."  He 
has  now  been  there  above  half  a  year,  and 
I  dare  say  he  will  pass  the  next  eighteen 
months  in  the  same  place,  for  although  the 
envenomed  cause  of  all  his,  and  the  nation's 
wrongs  is  fled,  yet  the  sting  is  left  behind. 
The  accursed  thing  is  not  now  indeed  in  the 
midst  of  us,  but  we  do  not  know  how  soon 
the  vengeance  of  heaven  may,  for  our  sins, 
chastise  us  in  as  full  a  measure  of  wrath  as 
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before.  Since  his  letter  to  the  king  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  Mr.  Wilkes  has  made  no 
#  application  to  any  person  whatever  respect- 
ing his  pardon,  and  I  prophecy  that  he  will 
be  left  where  he  is  till  the  1 8th  of  April  1770, 
with  only  the  testimony  of  a  good  consci- 
ence, the  satisfaction  of  having  done  real  ser- 
vices to  his  country,  and  the  love  of  a  grate- 
ful nation.  He  will  then  emerge  with  digni- 
ty and  glory,  for  I  believe  he  will  have  the 
confidence  of  the  public  enough  to  carry 
through  many  constitutional  points  of  liberty, 
in  conjunction  with  other  true  lovers  of  their 
country,  and  perhaps  to  complete  the  plan  of 
freedom,  which  even  the  glorious  revolution 
left  imperfect. 

In  the  mean  time,  under  the  weight  of  the 
most  unjust  oppressions,  Mr.  Wilkes's  friends 
have  the  comfort  of  finding  that  he  possesses 


*  Many  persons  affecting  to  believe  that  the  king  ne-* 
ver  received  that  letter,  sir  Joseph  Mawbey  delivered 
into  his  majesty's  own  hands  a  petition  from  Mr.  Wilkes 
IS  the  month  following  the  date  of  this  epistle. 
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peace  and  fortitude  of  mind,  that  he  does  not 
bate  a  jot  of  heart  or  hope,  but  still  bears  up 
and  steers  right  onward.  He  might  add  that 
all  he  has  suffered  has  been 

In  liberty's  defence,  his  noble  task, 

Of  which  all  Europe  rings  from  side  to  side. 

I  hope  he  will  atone  for  the  dissipation  of 
too  gay  a  youth,  and  that  the  rest  of  his  life 
will  be  usefully  employed  for  this  nation, 
whether  in  the  gloom  of  a  prison,  or  at  large 
among  cheerful  and  genial  friends,  of  sense 
and  honour,  with  a  steady,  disinterested,  and 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
After  a  few  tedious  months  he  will  look  back 
with  joy  on  his  past  sufferings,  and  the  happy 
consequences  of  them  to  this  kingdom.  That 
reflection  will  give  a  keener  relish  to  what  I 
believe  he  may  now  expect  since  his  return 
to  England.  I  trust  that  he  will  no  more  be 
a  wanderer,  nor  lost  in  the  primrose  path 
of  pleasure,  but  that  we  shall  see  him  on 
every  great  occasion  sacrificing  to  public  vir* 
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tue,  at  all  times  happy  and  free  in  his  native 
country,  in  the  bosom  of  philosophy  and 
friendship.  Although  he  has  suffered  a  long 
exile,  and  been  broken  on  the  wheel  of  for- 
tune, yet  being  at  last  restored  to  the  land  of 
freedom,  when  all  his  cruel  wounds  are  at 
length  healed  and  forgotten,  I  expect  that 
among  his  household  deities  he  will  erect  a 
temple  to  Liberty,  and  dedicate  an  altar  for- 
tune reduc'u 

I  am,  &c. 
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T.  Gillet,  Printer,  Salisbury-Square. 


